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Dear Ms. Walli:
EB-2011-0140 – East-West Tie Line – Reply Submission of Hydro One Networks Inc.
Hydro One Networks Inc. ("HONI") has reviewed the Phase 1 submissions of intervenors in this
proceeding. Based on this review, HONI notes that several broad interrelated categories or issues
regarding HONI have been noted in the submissions by the following registered transmitters:







Upper Canada Transmission Inc.
AltaLink Ontario L.P.
TransCanada Power Transmission (Ontario) L.P.
RES Canada Transmission LP
Iccon Transmission Inc.
Canadian Niagara Power Inc.

The issues may be summarized under four headings:





alleged unfair advantage provided by HONI to EWT LP ("EWT");
alleged inadequate protocols in place at HONI;
alleged HONI ratepayer subsidization of EWT; and
disclosure and production of HONI's documents in this proceeding.

To assist the Board, HONI will address each area in turn below.

Allegation of Unfair Advantage
This allegation relates to the perception that there is a sharing of information or knowledge by HONI
with EWT. HONI has not provided unfair advantage to EWT in the past and will not be providing unfair
advantage to EWT going forward in the transmitter designation process. This is further discussed in
relation to the documentary production issues noted below.
Allegation of Inadequate Protocols
As HONI has previously informed the Board and intervenors, HONI has put in place a rigid protocol to
ensure that relevant information in HONI's possession is provided only to the Board for the benefit of
the Board and all intervenors, including all registered transmitters. This protocol is further documented
in the attached directive from the President and CEO of HONI to staff. In accordance with this protocol,
no information is being provided to one registered transmitter that is not being provided to all registered
transmitters.
Allegation of Ratepayer Subsidization
Neither HONI nor its ratepayers are subsidizing any persons who are now working on behalf of any
registered transmitter, as appropriate time-tracking processes have been implemented within HONI to
ensure that such costs will not be recovered from HONI's ratepayers.
Release of Documents
A comprehensive list of all of HONI's studies and reports relating to the preliminary development work
previously undertaken by HONI on the East-West Tie project, prior to the date that it was determined
that a competitive process for the development of the East-West Tie line would be established, has been
provided to the Board and to all intervenors, together with HONI's submissions as to what portions of
those documents can be provided, taking into account the commercial protections that benefit outside
consultants who performed work for HONI. Except where these documents are public documents
(which some of them are), none of those documents is in the possession of, or is accessible by, any
persons who are now working on behalf EWT.
With respect to the request for other documents and emails, HONI asserts that the resources, as well
as the time and effort, that would be required to locate and produce all such communications (assuming
that were even possible) would provide no additional value beyond the documents that have already
been offered by HONI. Furthermore, these documents and emails are not accessible by any persons who
are now working on behalf of EWT.
Right-of-Way Access
In addition to the submissions of the above registered transmitters, HONI notes that the School Energy
Coalition ("SEC") identified the following requests in relation to HONI:




access to rights-of-way ("ROW"); and
proper accounting by HONI of allocated resources.

Regarding access to the ROW, HONI's access rights are limited to HONI's own workers, contractors and
sub-contractors for purposes related to HONI's own transmission system only, and cannot be extended to
other parties for any other purposes under the terms of our easements, permits and licence agreements. It
is HONI's understanding that no special permission is required to access Provincial Crown and national
park lands, and bidders can access those parts of the ROW at will.
With respect to the accounting issue, HONI confirms that there will be proper accounting of the
allocation of resources between HONI and EWT.

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY SUSAN FRANK

Susan Frank

Attach.

