IN THE MATTER OF the Ontario Energy Board Act
1998, S.O. 1998, c. 15, (Schedule B); EB-2008-0248
AND IN THE MATTER OF an Application by West

Coast Huron Energy for an Order or Orders

Approving or fixing just and reasonable rates and

Other charges for the distribution of electricity 

Commencing May 1, 2009.

INTERROGATORIES

OF THE 

SCHOOL ENERGY COALITION

Smart Meters

1. Ref:  Ex 1/1/6/pg 1

a) The accumulated dollar amount of the Smart Meter rate adder collected at the end of 2008 is $29,440.27.
b) WCHE has been nominated as part of the London Hydro RFP and is in the process of developing its smart meter plan for deployment prior to the end of 2009.
Rate Base

2. Ref a: Ex 2/2/2/pg4  Ref b: Ex 2/2/1/pg3-6

a) Additions for account 1820 in 2007 in the continuity schedule were stated as $346 and should be $0 and additions in account 1840 in the same schedule were stated as $2,927 and should be $1,115.  Once these adjustments are made to reference b: the two schedules reconcile.
3. Ref a:  Ex 2/2/2/pg 1 –Account 1860 Meters, Ref b: Ex 2/2/4/pg 1 ---Account 1860 Meters

a) The reduction in the account does not represent a meter disposal.  See Board Staff Interrogatory response for question #3.
b) There is no disposal.
Customer Forecast
4. Ref: Ex 3/2/1/pg 2.

· WCHE is planning to recalculate its load forecast given the current economic conditions and the announcement of the Volvo plant closure.
· These new forecasts will be utilized in the refilling of WCHE’s application in January of 2009, and will address the questions posed by SEC here.
Load Forecast

5. Ref: Ex 3/2/1/pg4

· The impact of conservation and demand management activities was not included in the forecast.
OM&A Costs

6. Ref: Ex 4/2/3

· Please refer to Board staff interrogatory responses for question # 4, question # 7 and question # 9 that deal with the changes in OM&A and the role labour costs impact them.
Employee Compensation

7. Ref: Ex 4/2/7

a) Please refer to Board staff interrogatory responses for question # 4, and question # 9.
b) The data that was filed included $150,000 in post employment benefit liability as wages for 2007 that should not have been included.  An update is included with this response as Schedule #7 B.
c) The post employment benefit error compounded itself in the calculation of benefits and has been updated in Schedule #7 B included in this response.
Cost of Debt

8. Ref: Ex 6/1/1

a) WCHE proposed to use the actual interest rate that it pays the shareholder since this rate has not been renegotiated.  WCHE has provided a copy of the note in response to Board Staff interrogatory #26.  Should the Board determine that the note meets each of the attributes detailed for affiliate debt WCHE agrees that the Board’s deemed long term debt rate should apply.
Cost Allocation

9. Ref: Ex 8/1/2

a) Please see Schedule # 40 from the responses to Board Staff Interrogatories.
b) No revenue to cost ratios remain outside of the target range set out in the Board’s guidelines.
10. Ref: Ex 9/1/1

· Exhibit 1/2/1 has been stated incorrectly there was no reduction to the fixed monthly charges in any customer class.
· Exhibit 9/1/1 is correct and there are no proposed decreases to fixed charges.
11. Ref: Ex 9/1/6/pg 1
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1,000 kWh Consumption

Metric  Volume

Rate                             

$

Charge

$

Volume

Rate                             

$

Charge

$

Change

$

Change

%

% of Total 

Bill

33.46 33.46 0.00 0.0% 0.0%

kWh

1,000 0.00520 5.20 1,000 0.01147 11.47 6.27 120.5% 5.1%

38.66 44.93 6.27 16.2% 5.1%

kWh

1,000 0.00 1,000 0.00 0.00 0.0%

kWh

1,043 0.00360 3.75 1,044 0.00360 3.76 0.00 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

1,043 0.00370 3.86 1,044 0.00370 3.86 0.00 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

1,043 0.00520 5.42 1,044 0.00520 5.43 0.00 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

1,043 0.00100 1.04 1,044 0.00100 1.04 0.00 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

1,000 0.00700 7.00 1,000 0.00700 7.00 0.00 0.0% 0.0%

kWh

1,043 0.05450 56.83 1,044 0.05450 56.87 0.05 0.1% 0.0%

116.56 122.89 6.32 5.4% 5.1%

GS <50

2,000 kWh Consumption

Metric  Volume

Rate                             

$

Charge

$

Volume

Rate                             

$

Charge

$

Change

$

Change

%

% of Total 

Bill

33.46 33.46 0.00 0.0% 0.0%

kWh

2,000 0.00520 10.40 2,000 0.01147 22.93 12.53 120.5% 5.9%

43.86 56.39 12.53 28.6% 5.9%

kWh

2,000 0.00 2,000 0.00 0.00 0.0%

kWh

2,085 0.00360 7.51 2,087 0.00360 7.51 0.01 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

2,085 0.00370 7.72 2,087 0.00370 7.72 0.01 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

2,085 0.00520 10.84 2,087 0.00520 10.85 0.01 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

2,085 0.00100 2.09 2,087 0.00100 2.09 0.00 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

2,000 0.00700 14.00 2,000 0.00700 14.00 0.00 0.0% 0.0%

kWh

2,085 0.05450 113.65 2,087 0.05450 113.75 0.09 0.1% 0.0%

199.67 212.31 12.65 6.3% 6.0%

GS <50

5,000 kWh Consumption

Metric  Volume

Rate                             

$

Charge

$

Volume

Rate                             

$

Charge

$

Change

$

Change

%

% of Total 

Bill

33.46 33.46 0.00 0.0% 0.0%

kWh

5,000 0.00520 26.00 5,000 0.01147 57.33 31.33 120.5% 6.5%

59.46 90.79 31.33 52.7% 6.5%

kWh

5,000 0.00 5,000 0.00 0.00 0.0%

kWh

5,214 0.00360 18.77 5,218 0.00360 18.78 0.02 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

5,214 0.00370 19.29 5,218 0.00370 19.31 0.02 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

5,214 0.00520 27.11 5,218 0.00520 27.13 0.02 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

5,214 0.00100 5.21 5,218 0.00100 5.22 0.00 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

5,000 0.00700 35.00 5,000 0.00700 35.00 0.00 0.0% 0.0%

kWh

5,214 0.05450 284.14 5,218 0.05450 284.37 0.23 0.1% 0.0%

448.98 480.59 31.62 7.0% 6.6%



2008 Bill 2009 Bill IMPACT

Regulatory Asset Recovery

Retail Transmission - Network

Retail Transmission - Line and Transformation 

Wholesale Market Service



Monthly Service Charge

Distribution

Sub-Total



2008 Bill 2009 Bill IMPACT

Rural Rate Protection Charge

Debt Retirement Charge

Cost of Power Commodity 

Total Bill

Regulatory Asset Recovery

Retail Transmission - Network

Retail Transmission - Line and Transformation 

Wholesale Market Service



Monthly Service Charge

Distribution

Sub-Total



2008 Bill 2009 Bill IMPACT

Rural Rate Protection Charge

Debt Retirement Charge

Cost of Power Commodity 

Total Bill

Regulatory Asset Recovery

Retail Transmission - Network

Retail Transmission - Line and Transformation 

Wholesale Market Service



Monthly Service Charge

Distribution

Sub-Total

Rural Rate Protection Charge

Debt Retirement Charge

Cost of Power Commodity 

Total Bill


[image: image2.emf]RESIDENTIAL

Fixed Variable Fixed Variable

Regular

70.00% 30.00% 45.40% 54.60%

GENERAL SERVICE

Less than 50 kW

70.51% 29.49% 45.46% 54.54%

Greater than 50 to 499 kW

71.02% 28.98% 69.74% 30.26%

Greater than 500 to 4,999 kW

73.78% 26.22% 63.91% 36.09%

Large Use 

62.91% 37.09% 29.91% 70.09%

Unmetered Scattered Load

81.52% 18.48% 38.91% 61.09%

Sentinel Lighting

75.98% 24.02% 48.02% 51.98%

Street Lighting

59.23% 40.77% 41.20% 51.98%

2009 2008


a) The floor, ceiling and 120% of the ceiling value are based on existing costs.  However, since WCHE relied upon an external consultant to file its Cost Allocation Informational Filing, your request to update these values is not possible at this time.  WCHE will attempt to update these values for 2009 costs and include these amounts in its amended application.
b) WCHE decided to treat every rate class in the same manner by leaving its fixed rates the same as those that are currently approved.  Given the fact that the government has been investing in energy conservation for several years now WCHE feels that commercial and institutional customers have been aware and are already reducing their consumption patterns in response.
c) WCHE considered many iterations of its fixed variable split, however due to the fact that each rate class already had fixed charges that were above the ceiling value WCHE chose not to propose a further increase.
d) Found on the following page.
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1,000 kWh Consumption

Metric  Volume

Rate                             

$

Charge

$

Volume

Rate                             

$

Charge

$

Change

$

Change

%

% of Total 

Bill

33.46 36.00 2.54 7.6% 2.0%

kWh

1,000 0.00520 5.20 1,000 0.01432 14.32 9.12 175.4% 7.1%

38.66 50.32 11.66 30.2% 9.1%

kWh

1,000 0.00 1,000 0.00 0.00 0.0%

kWh

1,043 0.00360 3.75 1,044 0.00360 3.76 0.00 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

1,043 0.00370 3.86 1,044 0.00370 3.86 0.00 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

1,043 0.00520 5.42 1,044 0.00520 5.43 0.00 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

1,043 0.00100 1.04 1,044 0.00100 1.04 0.00 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

1,000 0.00700 7.00 1,000 0.00700 7.00 0.00 0.0% 0.0%

kWh

1,043 0.05450 56.83 1,044 0.05450 56.87 0.05 0.1% 0.0%

116.56 128.28 11.72 10.1% 9.1%

GS <50

2,000 kWh Consumption

Metric  Volume

Rate                             

$

Charge

$

Volume

Rate                             

$

Charge

$

Change

$

Change

%

% of Total 

Bill

33.46 36.00 2.54 7.6% 1.2%

kWh

2,000 0.00520 10.40 2,000 0.01432 28.64 18.24 175.4% 8.3%

43.86 64.64 20.78 47.4% 9.4%

kWh

2,000 0.00 2,000 0.00 0.00 0.0%

kWh

2,085 0.00360 7.51 2,087 0.00360 7.51 0.01 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

2,085 0.00370 7.72 2,087 0.00370 7.72 0.01 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

2,085 0.00520 10.84 2,087 0.00520 10.85 0.01 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

2,085 0.00100 2.09 2,087 0.00100 2.09 0.00 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

2,000 0.00700 14.00 2,000 0.00700 14.00 0.00 0.0% 0.0%

kWh

2,085 0.05450 113.65 2,087 0.05450 113.75 0.09 0.1% 0.0%

199.67 220.56 20.89 10.5% 9.5%

GS <50

5,000 kWh Consumption

Metric  Volume

Rate                             

$

Charge

$

Volume

Rate                             

$

Charge

$

Change

$

Change

%

% of Total 

Bill

33.46 36.00 2.54 7.6% 0.5%

kWh

5,000 0.00520 26.00 5,000 0.01432 71.59 45.59 175.4% 9.2%

59.46 107.59 48.13 81.0% 9.7%

kWh

5,000 0.00 5,000 0.00 0.00 0.0%

kWh

5,214 0.00360 18.77 5,218 0.00360 18.78 0.02 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

5,214 0.00370 19.29 5,218 0.00370 19.31 0.02 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

5,214 0.00520 27.11 5,218 0.00520 27.13 0.02 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

5,214 0.00100 5.21 5,218 0.00100 5.22 0.00 0.1% 0.0%

kWh

5,000 0.00700 35.00 5,000 0.00700 35.00 0.00 0.0% 0.0%

kWh

5,214 0.05450 284.14 5,218 0.05450 284.37 0.23 0.1% 0.0%

448.98 497.40 48.42 10.8% 9.7%



2008 Bill 2009 Bill IMPACT

Regulatory Asset Recovery

Retail Transmission - Network

Retail Transmission - Line and Transformation 

Wholesale Market Service



Monthly Service Charge

Distribution

Sub-Total



2008 Bill 2009 Bill IMPACT

Rural Rate Protection Charge

Debt Retirement Charge

Cost of Power Commodity 

Total Bill

Regulatory Asset Recovery

Retail Transmission - Network

Retail Transmission - Line and Transformation 

Wholesale Market Service



Monthly Service Charge

Distribution

Sub-Total



2008 Bill 2009 Bill IMPACT

Rural Rate Protection Charge

Debt Retirement Charge

Cost of Power Commodity 

Total Bill

Regulatory Asset Recovery

Retail Transmission - Network

Retail Transmission - Line and Transformation 

Wholesale Market Service



Monthly Service Charge

Distribution

Sub-Total

Rural Rate Protection Charge

Debt Retirement Charge

Cost of Power Commodity 

Total Bill


