
 
Michael Buonaguro 
Counsel for VECC 

(416) 767-1666 
December 12, 2008 
 

 VIA MAIL and E-MAIL 
 
Ms. Kirsten Walli  
Board Secretary 
Ontario Energy Board 
P.O. Box 2319 
2300 Yonge St. 
Toronto, ON 
M4P 1E4 
 
Dear Ms. Walli:  
 
Re: Vulnerable Energy Consumers Coalition (VECC) 

Comments on Enbridge and Union Submissions 
EB-2008-0384/0385 DSM Measures and Input Assumptions. 

  
Please find enclosed the detailed comments submitted on behalf of VECC in the 
above noted proceedings. 
 
VECC does not have the resources to examine the details of the specific DSM 
measures and input assumptions for all measures. We have therefore focussed 
measures applicable to Low Income customers, including residential lighting, 
showerheads and weatherization. 
 
We have compared key input assumptions between those provided by Union and 
Enbridge in their submissions and the latest OPA Measures and Input 
assumptions as per the OPA 2009 Measures and Assumptions List. As noted in 
the attachment we find important inconsistencies and differences.  
 
The OPA measures and assumptions are key because on November 24, 2008 
the Board commenced a proceeding with the stated goal of adopting the OPA 
Measures and Input assumptions for all electric CDM programs, replacing its own 
TRC Guide Assumptions.  
 

PUBLIC INTEREST ADVOCACY CENTRE 
LE CENTRE POUR LA DEFENSE DE L’INTERET PUBLIC 
ONE Nicholas Street, Suite 1204, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1N 7B7 
Tel: (613) 562-4002. Fax: (613) 562-0007. e-mail: piac@piac.ca. http://www.piac.ca 
 

PUBLIC INTEREST ADVOCACY CENTRE 
LE CENTRE POUR LA DEFENSE DE L’INTERET PUBLIC 
ONE Nicholas Street, Suite 1204, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1N 7B7 
Tel: (613) 562-4002. Fax: (613) 562-0007. e-mail: piac@piac.ca. http://www.piac.ca 
 



 

The OPA is also viewed as independent with a very large Evaluation and 
Verification Budget and has no SSM incentive based on input assumptions. 
Accordingly the OPA measures and input assumptions must be viewed as the 
“gold standard” and should, where applicable be used by the gas utilities for their 
programs. 
 
In examining the input assumptions for similar measures, the gas utilities have 
used the OPA as the key reference in several instances (i.e. water savings) but 
have not done so in other cases. 
 
The gas utilities should be required to justify any differences in input assumptions 
from the OPA 2009 measures and assumptions list and re-file updated 
assumptions as necessary. 
 
In VECC’s view harmonizing the Gas DSM input assumptions to those of OPA is 
not merely an academic exercise; doing so will allow the Board to be confident 
that the best set of assumptions are used for the Gas DSM programs in 2009 
and beyond. 
 
The Board should defer its approval until harmonization has been done and the 
amendments reviewed and endorsed by the respective EACs of Union and 
Enbridge. 
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
Michael Buonaguro 
Counsel for VECC 
Encl. 



 

EB-2008-0384 
 

IN THE MATTER OF the Ontario Energy Board Act 1998, 
S.O.1998, c.15, (Schedule B); 

AND IN THE MATTER OF an application by Enbridge Gas 
Distribution Inc. seeking approval of certain demand side 

management input assumptions for the 2008 program year. 
 

Comments of Vulnerable Energy Consumers Coalition 
 

The following extracts from the Union/Enbridge summary table and the OPA List 
illustrates the issues 

Union and Enbridge Gas DSM Measures and Assumptions for Low income 

Union Enbridge 

 

 

 
OPA 

 
 

 

 
 



 

Comparison Of Union/EGD and OPA measures for Low income 
 

Measure per Union/EGD Union/EGD OPA 
 Savings Cost Savings Cost 
1. Faucet Aerator     
Water savings/cost 7800 gal $2.00 7800 $4.65 
     
3b.Low Flow Showerhead 2.1-2.5 gpm     
Water savings/cost 12,400 gal $15.00 12,400 gal $10.00 
3c Low Flow Showerhead 2.5+ gpm     
Water Savings/cost 17,500 gal $15.00 n/a n/a 
     
4.Pipe insulation     
Savings/life and cost 17 m3/10 yrs $4.00 0.003 kwh/6yrs $6.00 
     
6. Weatherization 
Annual Savings/life and cost 

1143 m3 
165 kwh 

$2600 
 

Not applicable 
3 measures 

n/a 

Comprehensive Draftproofing (Elec Heat) n/a n/a 1682 kwh/15 yrs $789 
Wall Insulation n/a n/a 5000 kwh/30 yrs $1500 
Attic Insulation n/a n/a 1444 kwh/30 yrs $967 
     
CFL(13w) Screw-in Standard     
Annual Savings/life and cost 45 kwh/8.yrs $1.75 25 kwh/8 yr $0.0 
     
     

 
 
Comments 
1. The most serious difference is that OPA breaks down Weatherization into 3 

specific measures (as does the Greensaver Federal energy audit) 

Union and EGD are using an average based on samples from its own and OPA 

pilot programs to provide the estimated savings and costs. 

This is not appropriate -the Weatherization should be broken out and 

assumptions generated for each measure 

2 Minor differences between Union/Enbridge and OPA on showerheads and 

energy efficient lighting serve to illustrate the need for harmonization of input 

assumptions. 
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