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clayton.devries@sympatico.ca
September 18, 2009

Ontario Energy Board

P.O. Box 2319

2300 Yonge Street

Toronto, ON M4P 1E4

File number: EB-2009-0242

Dear Ontario Energy Board,

RE: York Energy Centre LP Electricity Generation License Application EB-

2009-0242
I write in support of the request from Ontario Nature that Pristine be denied a license to operate a gas-fired generator at the York Energy Centre (YEC).
I trust that my email and letter are not too late to be considered.  I had given up hope that simple common sense would have any bearing on the outcome of the OPA's gas-fired generator procurement for northern York Region.  However the recent letter from Mr. Carabetta and the decision by the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority to deny Pristine approval for its undertaking give me hope.
The Pristine’s YEC property is in a flood plain and will be inaccessible during a serious but predictable rainstorm and the subsequent flash flood.  The generator can be put on "stilts" but the site will be inaccessible except by boat – Dufferin Street will be under water.
Pristine had not secured access to the grid at the time of its bid submission.  Pristine apparently still has not secured access to the grid.  Access to the grid is no small matter since its physical characteristics are at the heart of my concern.
The OPA introduced "islanding" as a key feature of the generator's contribution to a dependable electricity supply in York Region.  The objective was to ensure that the generator could supply power to the Armitage Transformer Station in an N-2 emergency.  This made a lot of sense - put the generator close to Armitage so that if the Claireville line failed as in an ice storm or tornado, much of York Region could still be powered shortly after the emergency.  However, the York Energy Centre may very well make matters worse rather than better!
The new Holland Junction Transformer Station (HJTS) has created a conflagration of towers and wires.  For instance there are two towers side by side at Dufferin Street.  A tornado through the valley could easily take out both the Clarireville line and the HJTS.
The York Energy Centre (YEC) is not physically close to the Armitage Transformer Station.  In fact, if a tornado came through the valley as it did in 1985, the YEC might easily be stranded from the grid. The YEC is on the north side of the Claireville line and must cross the Claireville line and skirt the HJTS to connect to the Armitage tap line in order to meet its "islanding" commitment in Pristine’s RFP submission.  The collapse of a tower on the Claireville line could easily break the connection between the YEC and the Armitage Transformer Station.  The opposite is also true – failure of a YEC tower or line could take out the Claireville line and create the N-2 emergency.
Please do not grant a license to the YEC.  The YEC site is in the wrong place to meet the Ontario Power Authority’s objectives of providing a redundant and secure power supply for northern York Region.

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions regarding my concerns.

Sincerely,



Clayton de Vries, Resident, King Township

Applicant:

Arie D. Van Driel

Director, Asset Management

York Energy Centre LP

Suite 2250 350 - 7th Ave. S.W.

Calgary, AL T2P 3N9

Tel: (403) 218-3746

Fax: (403) 444-6784

Email: dvandriel@pristinepower.ca

Interested Parties:

Harvey Tenenbaum

Harten Consulting

1232 Kingston Rd.

Toronto, ON M1N 1P3

Tel: (416) 691-4167

Fax: (416) 691-8112

Email: harten2000@hotmail.com

Debbie Schaefer

Concerned Citizens of King Township Inc.

P.O. Box 875

King City, ON L7B 1A9

Email: cckt@kingtoday.ca

Scott Somerville

Chief Administrative Officer

Township of King

Municipal Offices

2075 King Road

King City, ON L7B 1A1

Tel: (905) 833-5321

Fax: (905) 833-2300

Email: ssomerville@king.ca

Richard D. Johnson

37 October Lane

Aurora, ON L4G 6Z9

Email: Richard_johnson@telus.com
PAGE  
3

