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 October 15, 2009

Ms. Kirsten Walli, Board Secretary
Ontario Energy Board
P.O. Box 2319
2300 Yonge Street, 27th Floor
Toronto, ON M4P 1E4

Sent By: Fax: 416-440-7656
Sent by Email: boardsec@oeb.gov.on.ca and to Web Portal:  www.errr.oeb.gov.on.ca   

 Dear Ms. Walli:

 RE:  Enbridge Notice of Application for Leave to Construct Natural Gas Pipeline to Supply Gas to the York Energy Centre

File No. EB-2009-0187

I am writing on behalf of Save the Oak Ridges Moraine (STORM) Coalition.  STORM is an incorporated not-for-profit organization founded in 1989 to ensure that land and resource use decisions take into account the significance and fragility of the moraine’s ecological and hydrological features and functions. STORM works at the local and regional levels to ensure that municipalities, provincial ministries and agencies make good planning decisions that respect the environmental significance of the moraine.  STORM’s years of experience in policy and planning advocacy on the moraine and its well-developed network of local and regional contacts were critical to the campaign that saved (legislatively) the Oak Ridges Moraine.  

STORM participated in the York North peaker plant selection process, initially because a number of the potential sites were located within the Oak Ridges Moraine Plan Area.  STORM supported the citizen’s group MegaWHAT! which was effective in bringing a number of issues to the table.  We continue to support the efforts of Concerned Citizens of King Township (CCKT) to question, among other things, the need for the project and the ability of the process to conform to both the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan and the Greenbelt Plan.  To that end STORM supports the October 16, 2009 submission of CCKT.

In addition to the concerns raised by CCKT, STORM questions the validity of the entire process undertaken so far.  The basis for this concern lies with the way that the different components of the overall project are separated into discrete parts – separate assessments are undertaken for the plant selection process, the construction of the plant, the siting and construction of the connecting gas pipeline, the trenching required for the electrical connector etc. With no umbrella assessment of the need for and potential impacts of the project itself, the cumulative social and ecological impacts of all the different parts cannot be determined.  Furthermore, the opportunity to objectively explore alternatives to any one of the preferred solutions (an essential and unalienable core feature of the environmental assessment process) of each successive component becomes increasingly impossible.  This has this effect of closing down real public participation and a full examination of the trade-offs that both the local and the wider community are prepared to accept. 

The scale and long-term consequences of choosing this particular solution, as one part of Ontario’s energy security, requires a much different assessment process.  It is simply not sufficient to jump from the abstract ‘vision’ developed during the 20-year master plan into a series of one-off environmental assessments with no intervening process to examine the appropriateness of the peaker plant option itself. 

This is the message that concerned citizens have been communicating from the very beginning of the selection process and there will continue to be opposition to the way that these large projects are undertaken.  STORM would therefore respectfully request that the current pipeline project being undertaken by Enbridge be halted until such time as the need for the peaker plant, as a component of Ontario’s long term energy solution, has been subjected to an overall and robust environmental assessment. 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

[image: image1.wmf]
Debbe Crandall

Executive Director
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