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Ontario Energy Board
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Toronto, ON M4P 1E4

Attn: Ms. Kirsten Walli, Board Secretary

Dear Sirs/Mesdames:

Re: Hydro One Networks Inc. Toronto Midtown Transmission Reinforcement Project – Your File EB-2009-0425
My wife, Mary Stockdale Vernon, and I are the registered owners of the property municipally known as 400 Summerhill Avenue, Toronto. We reside in the Second Floor Apartment, have tenants in the Basement and Third Floor Apartments and my office is located on the Ground Floor. 

As long-time property owners in North Rosedale, we are extremely concerned about the enormous impact that this Project will have on the Rosedale / Moore Park community, unless it is very carefully controlled and managed. What has become quite apparent to us is that Hydro One is proposing a major deep rock mining operation right here in the middle of Rosedale and Moore Park. The proposed mine-shaft would be located on the north side of the CPR tracks east of MacLennan Avenue (just behind the houses, shops and apartments on the north side of Summerhill Avenue). 

 

The issues as we see them are as follows:

 

1. TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS FOR HEAVY TRUCKS
We were informed, at the Hydro One / Toronto Hydro “open house” at Whitney School a few weeks ago, that Hydro One will be asking the City of Toronto to permit west-bound traffic on Carstowe Road for the duration of the Project in order to facilitate heavy truck traffic carrying the rock removed from the main shaft, several ventilation and access shafts and the 2.2 km tunnel. If this truck traffic is destined for the Leslie Street Spit, or otherwise in an easterly direction, the temptation to use North Rosedale and/or Moore Park streets as a short-cut to Bayview Avenue will be irresistible. This must be prevented in order to preserve the residential nature of these neighbourhoods.
The appropriate traffic controls in this respect must be put in place, both by Ontario Energy Board Order and City By-Law and also by written agreement between Hydro One and the local ratepayers associations, The North Rosedale Ratepayers Association and the Moore Park Residents Association.

 
2. MINIMIZING THE IMPACT ON THE NEIGHBOURING RESIDENTIAL AREAS
Neighbourhood safeguards must be mandated to deal with such issues as:
(a) The physical boundaries of the work-site and the enclosure thereof. The work-site should be as compact as possible and totally enclosed by attractive, solid fencing.

(b) Hours and days of work. This is a residential neighbourhood and, as such, Hydro One’s activities, and any work for which it is responsible, should be confined to week-days between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.
(c) Noise, dust and other air-borne contaminants, debris and similar environmental factors. These must be effectively controlled and prevented from adversely affecting day to day life in our community. We and our neighbours want to be able to enjoy our outdoor living space – parks, gardens and balconies - without excessive noise and vibration, breathing in dust and other pollutants and having to put up with dust and grit and grime everywhere. 
(d) Nature of activities. Blasting with explosives or pile-driving could make life quite unbearable for local residents.

(e) Safe storage of hazardous materials such as gas, diesel fuel, lubricating oils and propane. Supplies should be kept off-site until actually required.
(f) Work-force parking. Workers should be encouraged to access the work-site by public transportation. There is no long-term, on-street parking in the area. However, the Rosedale Bus stops at the corner of Summerhill and MacLennan Avenues.
(g) Outdoor storage of equipment and material. These should be kept to an absolute minimum. No piling or storage of excavated material should be allowed.
(h) Lighting. To the extent that work lighting may be required during the winter months, it should be directed toward the work-site so as not to bother nearby residents, as should any security lighting in off-hours.
(i) Traffic control and pedestrian safety. We are particularly concerned about children on their way to and from Our Lady of Perpetual Help and Whitney elementary schools. Safety guards should be on duty at all times during work hours.
 
3. REMOVING THE EXISTING HYDRO TOWER LINE
It is our understanding that the existing tower line is more than 50 years old and may require replacement in the foreseeable future. Therefore, it seems to us that Hydro One is missing an appropriate opportunity to remove the existing tower line and install this and the other 2 cable circuits underground as part of a single project, with significant long term cost savings.
In addition to the foregoing, I wish to make an oral presentation to Board.

We trust that these matters will be positively addressed by the appropriate parties.
 
Yours truly,
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