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TO BE E-FILED: Boardsec@oeb.gov.on.ca

March 9, 2010

Ontario Energy Board

2300 Yonge Street

27th Floor

Toronto, ON M4P 1E4

Attn: Ms. Kirsten Walli, Board Secretary

Dear Sirs/Mesdames:

Re: Hydro One Networks Inc. Toronto Midtown Transmission Reinforcement Project – Your File EB-2009-0425 – 

Interrogatories filed by The North Rosedale Ratepayers Association 
Representatives of The North Rosedale Ratepayers Association (the “Association”) had an extremely productive meeting on March 8, 2010 with Enza Cancilla and Jim Goodfellow of Hydro One Networks Inc. (“Hydro One”) and we came away with a much better understanding of the physical impact that this Project will have on the Rosedale / Moore Park communities.

Hydro One is proposing a major deep rock mining-type operation right in the middle of Rosedale and Moore Park, two of Toronto’s most stable and desirable residential communities. The proposed main-shaft and construction staging area (the “Site”) would be located on the north side of the CPR tracks east of MacLennan Avenue, just north of the houses, shops and apartments on the north side of Summerhill Avenue and just south of Whitney Public School and the houses on the south sides of Ridge Drive and Old Bridle Path.

Careful planning, control and management of the Project are essential in order to minimize its impact on neighbouring property owners and residents. In this regard, we are most appreciative of the various assurances provided to us by Mr. Goodfellow. 

The following items are intended to be our Interrogatories relating to Exhibit B, Tab 6, Schedule 1, Section 3.0 and Exhibit B, Tab 6, Schedule 5 (Stakeholder and Community Consultation).
 

 

1. TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS FOR HEAVY TRUCKS

We were informed that Hydro One will be asking the City of Toronto to permit west-bound traffic on Carstowe Road, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. or weekdays, for the duration of the Project in order to facilitate heavy truck traffic carrying the “spoil” (earth and rock) removed from the main shaft, one or more ventilation and access shafts and the 2.2 km tunnel. With the exception of a maximum of 18 flat-bed over-sized trailer units delivering enormous spools of heavy duty cable which must be moved in late-evening or early-morning hours because of traffic constraints, there will be no vehicles entering or leaving the Site at other hours. Left turns will be prohibited from Carstowe Road onto Mount Pleasant Road with the result that all truck traffic leaving the Site will head north on Mt. Pleasant Road. Mr. Goodfellow undertook to ensure that all contracts and sub-contracts for work on the Project (the “Contracts”) expressly provide that the foregoing provisions be adhered to and that, with the exception of vehicles requiring access to the ventilation and access shaft(s), no truck traffic shall use any street in Rosedale or Moore Park other than Mount Pleasant Road, Carstowe Road and the portion of MacLennan Avenue immediately adjacent to the Site.

2. WORK-FORCE TRANSPORTATION AND PARKING 

The Rosedale Bus, from Rosedale Subway Station, stops at the corner of Summerhill and MacLennan Avenues. Workers should be encouraged to access the work-site by public transportation, since there are no public parking lots in the area and only very limited short-term, on-street parking. We were informed that, to address this concern, Hydro One will also be asking the City of Toronto to permit Hydro One to create and maintain, for the duration of the Project, an off-street parking area for the exclusive use of the Project work-force on the road allowance on the south side of Carstowe Road immediately west of MacLennan Avenue. The Contracts will require that such parking area be used by all workers driving to the Site.

3. MINIMIZING THE IMPACT ON THE NEIGHBOURING RESIDENTIAL AREAS

A number of issues of serious concern to the Association were addressed by Mr. Goodfellow and Ms. Cancilla in a very constructive fashion and the following assurances were given to us at the meeting: 

(a) The physical boundaries of the work-site and the enclosure thereof  

The Site will be rectangular in configuration, with dimensions of approximately 10 metres on MacLennan Avenue by 30 metres on the north side of the CPR right-of-way. It will be totally enclosed by a solid, twelve-foot high insulated, sound-attenuating fence having a finished plywood exterior and a single, similarly constructed gate on the MacLennan Avenue frontage. A walkway will be constructed and maintained along the north side of the enclosure fence in order to provide continued public access to the area east of the Site. Similar fencing will enclose the locations of all ventilation and access shafts.

This fence is essential to minimize construction noise and control dust and debris throughout the term of the Project, although we appreciate that some noise, such as the sound of the crane, is inevitable in a project such as this. Outdoor storage of equipment and material should be kept to an absolute minimum. 

(b) Hours and days of work 

Since the Site is in an established residential neighbourhood, Hydro One’s activities, and any work for which it is responsible, will be confined to week-days (excluding public holidays) between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

(c) Noise, dust, vibration and other environmental factors 

These must be effectively controlled and prevented from adversely affecting day to day life in our community. We were informed that there will be assigned to this Project a full-time Hydro One  “Contractor Monitor” who will ensure that noise, dust, vibration and other environmental factors are constantly monitored and addressed on a timely and appropriate basis. His/her name and contact phone number will be prominently displayed on Project signage.

(d) Traffic control and pedestrian safety

We are particularly concerned about children on their way to and from Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Whitney and Deer Park Schools as well as traffic safety generally. We were assured that flag-men/women be on duty at any time that motor vehicles are entering or leaving the Site.

(e) Nature of construction activities  

We were informed that Hydro One studies indicate that the shafts will hit solid rock at a depth of about 45 metres and that the tunnel will be located between 3 and 6 metres into the rock. The tunneling will be by means of electric and hydraulic boring machines, the 7 metre diameter main shaft will be dug by back-hoe and the ventilation and access shafts will be bored from the surface. Accordingly, we were assured that there would be no blasting with explosives and that there would be no pile-driving into rock.

(f) Post-Construction Landscaping 

We were informed that, after the Project has been completed, there will be permanent access facilities constructed to close and secure the tops of the shafts. The balance of the main-shaft and construction staging area will be appropriately re-landscaped under the direction of a landscape architect.

We have endeavoured to be as accurate as possible in summarizing the major areas of concern discussed at our meeting with Hydro One representatives on March 8, 2010. Hydro One should confirm the foregoing information, advice, assurances and undertakings given to the Association at such meeting. Any further relevant information or elaboration of the foregoing by Hydro One should be in the form of a written response thereto.

Our Interrogatories relating to Exhibit B, Tab 6, Schedule 1, Section 4.0 (Environmental Assessment) will follow once we have had a chance to review in detail the Draft Environmental Assessment Report (“ESR”) which only became available for review earlier this week. 

We expressly reserve the right of the Association to submit written evidence and further Interrogatories after receipt of Hydro One’s response to the foregoing and our review of the ESR.

 

Yours truly,

Normunds Mierins CFA, MBA, P.Eng,

Director, The North Rosedale Ratepayers Association

