
EB-2009-0262
IN THE MATTER of the Ontario Energy Board Act 1998, Schedule B to the Energy Competition Act, 1998, S.O. 1998, c.15;

AND IN THE MATTER OF an Application by Clinton Power Corporation for an Order or Orders approving just and reasonable rates and other service charges for the distribution of electricity, effective on July 1, 2010.


INTERROGATORIES
OF THE


SCHOOL ENERGY COALITION

1. Please advise how many schools in the Applicant’s franchise area are in each of the GS<50 and GS>50 classes.  Please advise if any schools are Sentinel lights customers.
2. [Ex. 1/1/13] Please confirm that ERTH is Erie Thames Power Corporation.
3. [Ex. 1/2/1]  Please confirm that the test year is 2010, not 2009.

4. [Ex. 1/2/4]  Please confirm that the Applicant is seeking an increase in OM&A of 76.8% over four years (15.3% per year, compounded) and an increase in revenue requirement of 72.9% over four years (14.6% per year, compounded).  Please list the main ways in which the Applicant differs from other Ontario utilities in its OM&A and revenue requirement increases over that period.
5. [Ex. 1/3/1]  With respect to the Financial Statements:

a. Please file a copy of the audited statements for the period ended December 31, 2009. 

b. 2007, p. 2.  Please confirm that the $8,500 per month for software payable to ERTH is still being paid.  If so, please provide a copy of the agreement under which it is being paid.

c. 2007 and 2008, Notes 11.  Please confirm that the transaction has proceeded or is still proceeding.  Please provide a copy of the agreement with all supporting schedules.
6. [Ex. 2/1/1]  Please provide the actual rate base for 2009, together with all calculations and breakdowns, and the rate base for 2010 based on actual spending and closeouts to June 30, 2010 and forecast for the balance of the year.
7. [Ex. 2/2/3]  Please provide the most recent Five Year Plan, together with all supporting schedules and any presentation to the Board of Directors or the shareholder supporting any request for approval.
8. [Ex.  2/2/3, p. 6] Please confirm that the Applicant is planning to convert all of its 4 kV system to 27.6 kV over time.  Please advise the characteristics of the Applicant that make this appropriate when many other distributors continue to rely on voltages under 27.6 kV.

9. [Ex. 4/2/2, p. 4]  Please explain the increases from 2006 to 2010 in Account 5605.

[NB.  There appear to be two Exhibits numbered 4/2/2, the first a chart of accounts with variances, and the second a narrative.]

10. [Ex. 4.2.2, p. 3]  Please provide a comprehensive table showing all charges from Erie Thames Power Line or affiliates in the Test Year, together with the basis for such charges, the costs underlying such charges, and the service level agreement supporting such charges.
11. [Ex. 4.2.2, p. 4 and elsewhere]  Please provide a comprehensive table showing all charges from Excaliber Inc. or affiliates in the Test Year, together with the basis for such charges, the costs underlying such charges if Excaliber Inc. is an affiliate of the Applicant or any of its officers or directors, and the agreement supporting such charges.  Please provide a description of Excaliber Inc.  (which does not appear to have a website or other public presence), including but not limited to its officers, directors, and principals (i.e. owners, shareholders, or other controlling minds).
12. [Ex. 4/2/2, p. 5] Please confirm that all titles listed under “Financial/Regulatory Services” do not represent separate employees of the Applicant.  With reference to Ex. 4/2/3, please identify which titles represent employees of the Applicant, and which represent functions supplied by third parties, and in the latter case the costs associated with those functions.

13. [Ex. 4/2/3]  Please provide a detailed explanation of how the retainer of E360 Inc. for executive management provided a “lower cost” to the Applicant.  Please provide a copy of the agreement for those services.  Please provide any RFP, comparative analysis, or other documentation dealing with the Applicant’s options and their respective costs.

14. [Ex. 4/2/4, p. 2]  Please provide details of the last five products or services in respect of which the Board of Directors authorized Sole Source procurement.
15. [Ex. 7/1/1, p. 6]  Please provide the Rate Design table with the resulting revenue to cost ratios in the final row.

16. [Ex. 8.1.1, p. 1]  Please provide details of the harmonization plan between West Perth and Clinton.  Please provide all documents relating to this plan.  Please indicate what aspects of the harmonization plan have received Board approval.  Please advise what rate classes are being harmonized, and on what basis.  Please advise what other ERTH utilities, if any, are included in the harmonization plan.
17. [Ex. 9/1/2, p. 3]  Please confirm that the forecast total cost of preparing, filing and pursuing to completion this cost of service application is $160,000, and the proposal of the Applicant is to spread it over four years at $40,000 per year.
Respectfully submitted on behalf of the School Energy Coalition this 24th day of August, 2010

​​​​​​​​​______________________

Jay Shepherd
Counsel for the School Energy Coalition






3

