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Ontario Power Authority Questions for ICF International
September 29, 2010 Q&A Session

ICF says that it estimates that gas use in the Ontario power sector will increase by 37% from 2009 to 2015, and will grow by “5% or greater” after 2015 (pp. 35-36 of August 2010 report).  

1) Could ICF provide some background on how its Ontario power sector demand forecasts are developed?

2) How does the ICF forecast compare with forecasts of power sector gas use from other sources (e.g. National Energy Board)? 

In August 2008, Union Gas submitted a report by ICF in the Integrated Power System Plan proceeding (EB-2007-0707).  That report included an Ontario gas demand forecast based on ICF’s April 2008 Base Case.  ICF explained that one reason that its forecast of gas use for power generation was higher than the forecast in the IPSP was that the IPSP included investments in conservation and energy efficiency that had not yet been incorporated into the ICF Base Case (p. 17).  

3) How does the Ontario power sector gas demand forecast in the August 2010 report compare with the 2008 ICF report?

ICF refers to the possibility that gas-fired generation will “stress” the pipeline and storage infrastructure.

4) Is this a general observation based on ICF’s experience in other markets, or are these issues specific to Ontario?

5) Has ICF considered whether the new services developed by the Ontario gas utilities and Ontario power generators’ contracts for firm transportation and firm high deliverability storage services will help to avoid these risks?

