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Wireless
Worrisome:
professor

PETER HENDRA
The Whig-Standard

Dr. Magda Havas believes that
wireless Internet networks now
present in schools will someday.
go the way of asbestos.

“I think we're going to find out
that it's harm-
ful,” said Havas,
a professor of
environmental
and resource
studies at Trent
University.

“It's going to
start with kids
in schools be-
cause they're
the most sensi-
tive. A lot of
schools are now putting Wi-Fi in
despite warnings that they should-
n't, they're just going ahead and
doing it. What's happening in Bar-
rie is just the tip of the iceberg, and
it's going to start happening in
more and more schools”

Magda Havas

see TECHNOLOGY | Page 6
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Havas — who was in the city
Wednesday to address the Cana-
dian Federation of University
Women, Kingston Club, on the
biological effects of electromag-
netic “pollution” — stepped into
the public spotlight this summer
as she came to the defence of
parents in Barrie who wanted
wireless networks removed from
their schools.

The students had been com-

| plaining that they were having,

among other things, trouble con-
centrating, insomnia, rashes, hy-
peractivity, forgetfulness, de-
pression and racing heart rates
while in the school.

When the students who didn’t

" have Wi-Fi at home were away

from their classrooms, those
symptoms disappeared.

“As kids begin to have these
heart problems, they're going to
say, ‘Let’s stop, let's reconsider
this, " she said.

“And they’ll be ripping out Wi-
Fi like we've been ripping out as-

evices should
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bestos. I have no doubt it’s going
to happen, I just don’t know
when. It could be five years from
now, or 10 years from now."

What the children were dis--
.playing were symptoms of what's

called “electrohypersensitivity.”
Everyone is electrosensitive, she
said, but some more so than oth-
ers. .

“Our hearts are electromag-
netic, our brains-are electromag-
netic, we're electromagnetic be-
ings,” she said.

“So the concept is if there’s
this radiation outside your body,
is it interfering with the radiation
your body's generating? And I
think the answer is it could defi-
nitely interfere, but it’s a hard
thing to prove.”

Havas, who has been studying
the effects of electromagnetic ra-
diation for the past 15 years, be-
lieves that wireless technological
devices should have to pass a se-
ries of safety tests before they are
allowed on the market, much
like the éxtensive trials a new

have
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/

pharmaceutical drug has to un-
dergo.

While Havas herself carries a
cellphone, when she travels, she
uses it reluctantly and rarely
hands out her number.

If you do have to use a cell-
phone, she said, texting is safer
than talking because the user
holds the device away. from his
or her vo& ;

But it’s not just cellphones that
are a problem. In fact, another
type of phone — the cordless va-
riety — is one of the worst cul-
prits around the average house-
hold in emitting small doses of
radiation, she said.

Even a baby monitor, used so
that parents can keep an ear on
their child while in another
room, is a health hazard, Havas
said. .

“It's actually worse than the
cordless phone or wireless
router,” she said.

To illustrate her point, she
waves a hand-held electromag-
netic radiation detector around

—
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2 #
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the room and just a faint buzz
can be heard. After she turns on
the baby monitor, however, the
detector sounds like a Geiger
counter waved above a nuclear
fuel rod.

Omwlﬂ.im!@:m.&mmxwﬁd\ﬁM elec-
tricity” around the average
household, Havas said, are wire-
less alarm systems and the new
smart meters, which are now
finding t their way into people’s
basements.

And if you like to play video
games with a wireless controller,
Havas suggests you plug it into
the console instead.

“Wires are usually shielded
because the company doesn’t
want the message inside the wire
to be corrupted,” she said.

To play it safer, Havas suggests
connecting your computer to the
Internet using a cable rather
than a wireless router, and using

e

a phone with a cord.

Another way to protect one-
self is your clothing, or, more
specifically, what's underneath




By Mail

May 18, 2010

For:

lease be advised that your account currently has an amount past due of $476758, and your total balance owing is now
no earlier than May 26, 2010. e

P
(
\Ef Bﬁl@éﬁ’ Due to non-payment, this service location is scheduled for disconnection, (2L
' due prior to May 26, 2010. VUQ? "/_"/L I\

My 00 o U A

5( To avoid these actions, we must receive paymentih full for the amount past
t, ATM, telephone or internet banking) or a@n City Hall) You must | o
5 55

3 Payments can be made at any bank (by te
‘{Y&ah’ow sufficient time for your banking institution to forward your payment to us by the above date.

Lot ahont Ko die <9 W 1O fo e TR Y A4 M’EmeMjMUM'/“;M%&‘)
\y’? Our Credit Department may be cofitacted at (613)546-1181 ext. 2278 between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm Monday

through Friday, excluding holjdays.
ayment of full arrears must be received by us at Kingston City Hall at 216 Ontario Street between

onday through Friday excluding holidays. In addition, a security deposit and a reconnection fee will

reconnections occurring after 4:30 pm are subject to a minimum reconnection iee of $185.00.
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If disconnection occurs,
8:30 am and 4:30 pm
be added to your acgount. Any

Credit & Collections
Ao WW/

Ho g irt-

P.O. Box 790 Kingst n, ON Canada K7L 4X7 p.: 613 “46 1181 www.utilitieskingston.com
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