Wasaga Distribution Inc.
Nomination for Low Income Assistance Service Provider
	Name of LDC:
	Wasaga Distribution Inc.

	
	

	    Telephone:
	705-429-2517

	
	

	     Contact Name:
	Joanne Tackaberry

	
	

	Name of Nominee:
	Georgian Triangle Housing Resource Centre

	
	

	    Telephone:
	705-445-0643 ext. 237

	
	

	    Address:
	115 Hurontario Street, Suite 203

Collingwood, ON

L9Y 2L9

	
	

	    Contact Name:
	Gail Michalenko, Executive Director

	
	

	    Is the Nominee a registered 

    charity or government agency?
	Not for Profit, Charitable Organization

	
	

	Experience:
	

	(Please provide a brief explanation regarding the suitability of this Nominee.  Does the Nominee already administer a low income energy assistance program?  What geographical territory does it serve?)
	Currently we direct customers that are experiencing difficult times with respect to paying their hydro bills to Georgian Triangle Housing Resource Centre.  We do not have a Winter Warmth Program within our boundaries for electricity.  
This was our discussion with the Executive Director for the administration of the funds Wasaga Distribution Inc. would give the Housing Resource Centre:

“The Georgian Triangle Housing Resource Centre provides service to Collingwood, Stayner, Creemore, Thornbury and Wasaga Beach residents. The organization is a charitable non profit agency. We currently process Winter Warmth applications for Enbridge Gas, Union Gas, and Hydro One. We also administer the Energy Bank applications for the County of Simcoe. The application process life skills counselling i.e. budgeting and referrals to other resources such as credit counselling, addiction counselling etc 

As per our conversation we would be very interested in entering into an agreement with Wasaga Distribution to administer these funds. This is what I would propose based on the same guidelines as Winter Warmth:

1) the Housing Resource Centre would administer the funds provided by Wasaga Distribution until the funds are exhausted

2) the funds would be held in a separate holding account and reports on the funds would be available to Wasaga Distribution at whatever frequency they would require

3) as is the case with organizations that administer Winter Warmth we would request consideration of 15% of the funds as administration fees to offset our costs. On average applications take @ 3 hours at an agency cost of $60

4) applications would be processed for Wasaga Distribution customers any weekday as needed year round

5) payment of approved applications from the fund would be processed once a month to Wasaga Distribution with a list of clients covered that month

6) the same criteria would be used as that of Winter Warmth:

i) clients will complete an application and must demonstrate future sustainability; the application includes a complete budget

ii) clients will provide proof of income

iii) clients who are on Ontario Works or Ontario Disability must provide written validation from their worker that they are not eligible for assistance from that source

iv) a maximum of $450 per year per client”



