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FINAL RATE ORDER 
2009 Earnings Sharing Mechanism and other Deferral Accounts 

 
 

Enbridge Gas Distribution Inc. (“Enbridge” or the “Company”) filed an application, dated 

April 16, 2010, with the Ontario Energy Board (the “Board”) under section 36 of the 

Ontario Energy Board Act, S.O. 1998, c.15, Schedule B for an order approving the 

disposition of balances in certain deferral or variance accounts. The Board assigned file 

number EB-2010-0042 to the Application and issued a Notice of Application & 

Procedural Order No. 1 on May 6, 2010. 

 

The Board scheduled a Settlement Conference on June 21 and 22, 2010 and Enbridge 

filed the Settlement Agreement on June 29, 2010. The Board accepted the Settlement 

Agreement in its Decision and Procedural Order No. 2 dated July 8, 2010. On 

November 26, 2010, and in accordance with section 20 of the Settlement Agreement, 

Enbridge filed a Draft Rate Order with schedules showing the balances, unit rates by 
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rate class, and clearance timing for the clearance of the subject deferral and variance 

accounts. The clearances were agreed in the Settlement Agreement to be implemented 

as a one-time clearance to customers in the January 2011 billing cycle. All parties to the 

proceeding were provided a copy of the Draft Rate Order. On November 29, 2010 the 

Board issued Procedural Order No. 3 which outlined a process for parties to comment 

on the Draft Rate Order. The materials filed by Enbridge included the following: 

 

 A schedule showing the balances and associated interest for all the accounts 

approved for clearance (reference: Exhibit B, Tab 5, Schedule 1, originally filed in 

the Company's 2011 rate proceeding EB-2010-0146, dated October 1, 2010); 

 

 Schedules showing the derivation of the proposed unit rates for the clearance of 

the account balances to customers as a one-time billing adjustment on 

customers’ January 2011 bills; and 

 

 Correspondence from the Canada Revenue Agency dated November 25, 2010 in 

response to the Company's request for a GST/HST ruling relating to the account 

clearances. 

 

None of the parties provided any comments to the Board on the Draft Rate Order. 

 

The rates in the Draft Rate Order are designed for clearance in January 2011. The 

Board notes that there will be a natural gas commodity rate adjustment effective 

January 1, 2011 under the Quarterly Rate Adjustment Mechanism (“QRAM”) process 

and that the Settlement Agreement stated an intention that the clearances would be 

included with that application. The QRAM draft order is expected to be filed on or about 

December 10, 2010 under docket EB-2010-0347. 

 

Having reviewed all of the materials, the Board considers it appropriate to proceed with 

its Final Rate Order as proposed by Enbridge. 

 

THE BOARD ORDERS THAT: 

 

1. The deferral and variance account balance schedule relating to the January 2011 

clearances, including the associated interest amounts, and as attached as 

Appendix “A” to this order, is accepted as the basis for the rates in this order. 
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2. The unit rates derived for the one-time clearance, attached as Appendix “B” to 

this order, shall be implemented and made effective in the January 2011 billing 

cycle.  

 
 
DATED at Toronto, December 7, 2010 
 
ONTARIO ENERGY BOARD 
 
Original signed by 
 
Kirsten Walli 
Board Secretary
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