Manitoulin Nature Club
Sudbury Ornithological Society

Manitoulin Bird Report – January 2010
A Barrow’s Goldeneye was located by Rodney Thompson & Chris Bell on January 6th in a large flock of Common Goldeneye in the open water at the entrance to Wolsey Lake, Burpee Township. The duck remained there until the end of the month. Barrow’s Goldeneye is unusual in Ontario and this was the first one here for a few years. At the same location on the 31st Rodney Thompson found two Iceland Gulls – not found at all in 2009- with a possible first winter plumaged Thayer’s Gull. Rod has provided a written description of the gull for the S.O.S. Bird Records Committee.  A rare Townsend’s Solitaire spent all month in Wayne & Seija Bailey’s garden in Burpee.
Uncommon in winter birds this month included an American Coot until the 15th at Hare’s Creek, 

A Brown Creeper, a Winter Wren, a Song Sparrow, two White-throated Sparrows, one Red-winged Blackbird and the meadowlark still at Killarney.

Several birders took part in traditional January 1st outings to see in the New Year birds, finding a combined list of 40 species. The consensus was that there were few birds around . The first four days of the month were cold and the North Channel was pretty well frozen on the 5th.

The fair owl winter continued with one Snowy and four Northern Hawk Owls this month. A prime location for wintering sparrows was Brian & Mary Bell’s feeder and giant cedar hedge in Gore Bay. As well as the Song and White-throated Sparrow they also had Thee Sparrows and Dark-eyed Juncos. Finding all these on a visit took a long time and some of us almost froze searching there on cold and windy days. Horned Larks and Lapland Longspurs were at their usual spot along Hwy 540a in Gordon Township but appeared to have left by mid-month.
Rough-legged Hawks and Northern Shrikes were in normal numbers but Bohemian Waxwings were only seen once, on the 31st. Wintering finches are in very poor numbers with only American Goldfinches are doing fairly well. There were four reports of Pine Grosbeaks, one report of Common Redpolls and two reports of Pine Grosbeaks. No Purple or House Finches or Evening Grosbeaks were reported. There were only 12 species all month at the Green Bay feeder and 13 at Blue Road.
After a cold start the period from the 10th to 23rd saw temperatures close to freezing each day and no precipitation. It rained on the 23rd then turned a little colder. Average temperature for the month was -7 degrees Celsius with a minimum of -22.2 and a high of = 4.4 degrees.

62 species were reported in January.
Canada Goose: 1st - 5 droopy-winged individuals in Gore Bay, (Chris Bell, Rodney Thompson, Terry Land), then numbers dropped to 6th -2, 9th-2 & 12th-1 there 
Black Duck: 1st, (Chris Bell, Rod Thompson, Terry Land, John & Rose Diebolt), 5th-19, 9th-21, 15th-12, 17th-9, 22nd-24, 26th 
Mallard: 1st, (C. Bell, Thompson, Land, J & R Diebolt), 5th-71, 9th-26, 12th-2, 15th-48, 22nd-6
Long-tailed Duck: 1st 1-towards Janet Head, (Terry Land), 9th-4 at South Baymouth, 15th-4 at Providence Bay & Little Current, 26th -1at Providence Bay  
Bufflehead: 9th-4 at SBM, (C. Bell & R. Thompson), 17th-1 & 22nd -4 at Providence Bay 
Common Goldeneye: 1st- 98, (C. Bell, Thompson & Land) & in Killarney, (Campbell & Cosby), 5th-3, 6th-110 on Wolsey Lake, 9th-115, 11th-2, 12th- 80 on Wolsey Lake, 13th, 15th-14, 17th-11, 19th-4, 20th-77, 22nd-10,  24th-7, 26th-13, 30th-110+ at Wolsey Lake. A large flock then, this winter at the bridge at Wolsey Lake. 
Barrow’s Goldeneye: 6th, 20th, 26th & 31st-1 adult male on Wolsey Lake, (Rodney Thompson & Chris Bell, also Keith Hamilton & Brenda Mason) – in the flock of Common Goldeneyes
Hooded Merganser: 9th-4, (Brenda Mason & Keith Hamilton) – the only report so far this winter
Common Merganser: 1st- 4, (C. Bell, Thompson & Land), 6th-1, 9th-5, 13th-2, 15th-4 at Providence Bay, 20th-9, 21st, 23rd- & 26th-11 in Little Current where they are attempting to winter 
Red-breasted Merganser: 1st-1 at Janet Head, (Chris Bell & Rod Thompson), 26th-3 at Providence Bay 
Ring-necked Pheasant: 1st, (Terry Land, Vivienne Eaton), 5th-3, 6th-2, 9th-1, 15th-9, 17th-3; during the month - 0 to 2 at Blue Road 
Ruffed Grouse: 1st-2, (Joan Bell, Vivienne Eaton), 7th-2, 12th-1, 16th, 21st; at Blue Road:- 1st to 4th, 14th to 20th & 23rd to 31st- 1 to 2 
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Sharp-tailed Grouse: 1st- 4, (C. Bell & R. Thompson), 5th, 9th-8, 10th-3, 16th, 21st, 30th
Red-necked Grebe: 1st-1 at Janet Head, (Terry Land), 9th-1 at South Baymouth – final fall report
Bald Eagle: 1st- 6, (Bell, Thompson, Land, John & Rose Diebolt), & 4 at Killarney, (Rodney Campbell & Floyd Cosby), 2nd-1, 5th-1, 6th-2, 9th-4, 16th-3, 17th-2, 20th-1, 25th-1, 30th-1
Sharp-shinned Hawk: 15th-1 at Providence Bay, (Rod Thompson)
Red-tailed Hawk: 1st-1, (C. Bell, Thompson & Land), 6th-1 in Sandfield; 9th to 25th - 1 atypical plumaged bird seen in Howland south of Little Current since Dec 12th, ( John & Sharon Savage, Joan Bell) 
Rough-legged Hawk: 6th-1, (fide Brenda Mason), 17th-3, 26th-1, 30th-2
American Coot: 1st-1 at Hare’s Creek, (Bell & Thompson) also seen there on 5th & 15th – final sighting
Herring Gull: 1st-21, (C. Bell, Thompson, Brenda Mason & Keith Hamilton, & Land), 2nd-1, 5th-11, 6th-1 at Janet Head, 9th-23, 12th-3, 13th-2, 15th-45, 16th-75, 17th-161, 18th-8, 20th-7, 22nd-177, 23rd-36, 24th-7 & 26th-40 in Little Current & dump, 30th-7 at Wolsey Lake 
Thayer’s Gull: 30th- an first winter plumaged gull possibly of this species at Wolsey Lake, (Rodney Thompson) - possibly a new species for the District of Manitoulin
Glaucous Gull: 1st-3 at West Bay, (Bell & Thompson), 16th-1 near L. Current, 17th-2 at Providence Bay 
Iceland Gull: 30th-2 at Wolsey Lake, (Rodney Thompson) – none seen at all in 2009
Great Black-backed Gull: 15th-2 at Providence Bay, (Rod Thompson), 17th-2, 22nd-1 & 26th-2 there 
Rock Pigeon: 1st-6, (C. Bell, Thompson & Land), 2nd-11, 4th-1, 6th-22, 9th-50, 13th, 17th-1, 19th-6, 20th-6, 30th 
Mourning Dove: 1st-6, (J & C. Bell, Thompson, Eaton, Land, John &Rose Diebolt) & at Killarney, (Campbell & Cosby); 5th-33, 6th, 9th-118, 10th, 11th, 12th-2, 13th, 16th, 17th-14, 19th-1, 20th-2, 21st, 22nd-40, 26th, 30th, 31st; all month -5 at Green Bay; all month up to 20 at Blue Road 
Great Horned Owl: 26th-1, (Rodney Thompson)
Snowy Owl: 19th-1 beside Hwy 6 in Howland Twp., (Chris Bell & Rod Thompson), 23rd & 25th-1 on White’s Point Road, Howland, (Bill Caesar) - probably the same bird as only two kilometres apart
Northern Hawk Owl: 1st-1 on the East Bluff, Allan Twp, (Bell & Thompson), the December bird,  and there all January; 1st-1 at Lily Lake, Bidwell Road- (Keith Hamilton & Brenda Mason) – also a December bird, and seen again on 20th, 22nd & 30th; 1st the other December Bidwell Road bird, (fide Brenda Mason) into February; last three weeks of January – 1 Hwy 540, Burpee Township, (Penny Palonen, fide Carol Lang). A total of four hawk owls this month and five this winter 
Belted Kingfisher: 10th & 17th-1 at Stewart’s Road wetland, Sandfield Twp., (John & Rose Diebolt)
Red-bellied Woodpecker: 1st-2, (Bell & Thompson), 8th -1 in PB, 12th-1, 13th, 16th, 20th-2, 22nd-1, 26th-1, 
Downy Woodpecker: 1st-4, (J & C. Bell, Thompson, Eaton, Land, John & Rose Diebolt, Brenda Mason & Keith Hamilton) & at Killarney (Campbell & Cosby); 5th-1, 6th-1, 9th-2, 10th, 11th, 12th-1, 16th, 17th-2, 20th, 21st, 26th, 31st; all  month -1 to 3 at Green Bay; all month-1 at Blue Road 
Hairy Woodpecker: 1st-4, (J & C. Bell, Thompson, Eaton, Land, John & Rose Diebolt, Mason & Hamilton), 2nd-1, 5th-2, 6th-3, 9th-4, 11th, 12th-3, 13th, 16th, 17th-2, 20th, 21st, 26th-3, 29th-1, 30th, 31st; all month-1 to 4 at Green Bay; all month-2 at Blue Road 
Pileated Woodpecker: 1st-1, (John & Rose Diebolt), 9th-1, 12th-1, 15th-4, 19th-1, 21st, 22nd -1, 24th-1 at Green Bay, 26th-1, 28th to 31st period-1 at Misery Bay
Northern Shrike: 1st killed and ate a House Sparrow, (Terry Land), 5th-1, 10th-1, 11th, 17th-2, 19th-1 
Blue Jay: 1st-6+, (J & C. Bell, Thompson, Eaton, Land, John & Rose Diebolt, Mason & Hamilton) & at Killarney, (Campbell & Cosby); 2nd-6, 5th-2, 6th-5, 9th-41, 10th, 11th-3, 12th-15, 13th, 16th-11, 19th-2, 20th-3, 21st, 22nd-50, 26th-6, 29th-in Silverwater, 30th, 31st;;  up to 14 at Green Bay; Blue Road:- all month- 5 to 7 
American Crow: 1st-20, (Bell, Thompson, Land, Mason & Hamilton), 2nd, 5th-12, 6th-11, 9th-45, 10th, 11th-3, 13th, 15th-6, 16th-1 at Green Bay – unusual there in winter, 17th-12, 19th-3, 20th-3, 22nd-1, 26th, 30th, 31st
Common Raven: 1st-50, (Bell, Thompson, Land, Mason & Hamilton) & at Killarney, (Rod Campbell & Floyd Cosby), 2nd-18, 5th-5, 6th-6, 9th-97, 10th, 11th-30, 12th-27, 13th, 15th-6, 16th-15, 17th-20, 18th-6, 19th-2, 20th-8, 21st, 22nd-3, 23rd-30 at Little Current  dump, 26th, 30th, 31st; daily -1 to 2 at Green Bay; 6th-a leucistic raven at Spring Bay 
Horned Lark: 1st-17 at Grimesthorpe, (Thompson & Bell), 12th- 4 near Gore Bay Airport, 13th-4 there 
Black-capped Chickadee: 1st-30, (J & C. Bell, Thompson, Eaton, Land, John & Rose Diebolt), 2nd-14, 5th-22, 6th-18, 9th-94, 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 15th-4, 16th, 17th-9, 19th-2, 20th-3, 21st, 22nd-15, 26th, 30th; daily up to 14 at Green Bay; daily up to 8 at Blue Road ; at Blue Road:- 4th, 15th to 17th, 22nd, 23rd and 29th-1 
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Red-breasted Nuthatch: 1st-1, (John & Rose Diebolt, Vivienne Eaton), 9th-2, 12th, 21st, 31st; 2 at Blue Road 
White-breasted Nuthatch: 1st-3, (J & C. Bell, Thompson, Land, John & Rose Diebolt, Mason & Hamilton) & at Killarney, Campbell & Cosby; 5th-2, 6th-1, 9th-6, 10th, 11th, 12th-2, 13th, 15th-1, 16th, 17th-1, 20th-1, 21st, 22nd-1, 26th, 30th, 31st; daily 1, occasionally 2, at Green Bay
Brown Creeper: 10th-1 & 17th-1, (Rodney Thompson)
Winter Wren: 5th & 21st-1 by Kagawong River, (Rodney Thompson)
Golden-crowned kinglet: 5th-1, (Rodney Thompson), 15th-4, 21st
Townsend’s Solitaire:  all month -1 in Wayne & Seija Bailey’s garden off Hwy 540 in Burpee Township - but not identified as a Solitaire until February.
European Starling: 1st-12, (J & C Bell, Thompson, Land, Mason & Hamilton) & at Killarney, (Campbell & Cosby); 2nd-33, 4th-1, 5th-4, 6th-1, 9th-180, 10th, 12th-30, 16th-80, 17th-1, 22nd-13, 23rd-90 at Little Current dump, 30th; daily 1 to 4 & 12th-6 at Green Bay
Bohemian Waxwing: 31st-a flock of about 50 on Goat Island and another large flock on La Cloche Island , (Keith Hamilton & Brenda Mason) – only report
American Tree Sparrow: 1st, (T. Land, J & R Diebolt, V. Eaton), 6th & all month - 6 at a Gore Bay feeder, all month-1 in Burpee, 12th-9, 13th-5, 23rd-4; all month-1 at Blue Road 
Song Sparrow: 6th & 12th, since January 1st -1 at the Brian & Mary Bell feeder in Gore Bay, (Rod Thompson & Chris Bell)
White-throated Sparrow: 5th-1 at Jim & Linda Noble feeder in Providence Bay, (Chris Bell), 6th & 12th , since late December, - 1 at the Bell feeder in Gore Bay, (Thompson & Bell and later Terry Land)
Dark-eyed Junco: 1st to month end - 1 in Burpee, (Doreen Bailey), 6th-2 & 12th-2 at the Bell feeder in Gore Bay 

Lapland Longspur: 12th-2 with Snow Buntings at Gore Bay Airport, (Terry Land & Chris Bell)
Snow Bunting: 1st-50, (Bell & Thompson, Land, Mason & Hamilton), 5th-60, 6th-56, 10th, 11th, 12th-100, 13th-221 in four flocks, 16th-40, 17th, 20th, 21st, 22nd, 26th, 30th
Northern Cardinal: 1st, (T. Land, V. Eaton), 6th-3, 12th-2, 17th – a pair at Providence Bay, 22nd-1; all month -1 male at Blue Road
Red-winged Blackbird: 22nd-1 female in Manitowaning, (Rod Thompson & Chris Bell)
meadowlark sp.: 1st -1 in Killarney Village, (Rodney Campbell & Floyd Cosby) – the November bird

blackbird sp.: 17th-2 at Scott’s Creek seen in poor light, (Terry Land)
Common Grackle: 9th-2, 22nd-3 in Manitowaning,
Pine Grosbeak: 1st-5 in Gordon Twp., (Bell & Thompson), 28th to 31st- a flock in Robinson Twp., and a flock in Burpee Twp., (Gerry Binsfeld), 30th- 5 in Sheguiandah Twp., ( Marcel Beneteau)
Common Redpoll: December into January - 4 at a Gordon Township feeder, (Nancy Woestenenk)
Pine Siskin: 16th & 17th-flock of 50 at Blue Road, (Vivienne Eaton), 28th to 31st-1 in Silverwater 
American Goldfinch: 1st-5, (J & C. Bell, Thompson, Eaton, Land, J & R Diebolt, Mason & Hamilton), 2nd-15, 5th-5, 6th-4, 9th-60, 10th, 11th, 12th-36, 30th-70, 15th-30, 16th, 17th-40, 20th, 21st, 22nd-31, 26th, 29th-5 in Silverwater, 30th; at Green Bay- 1st to 12th-up to 47 then missing 13th to 16th,  then 17th to 25th- up to 44 daily; at Blue Road:- 1st to 19th-1 to 19, then none
House Sparrow: 1st-3 including one being eaten by a shrike, (Land, Thompson & Bell), 6th-16, 9th-4, 30th, 
Contributors:
Rodney Thompson, Chris & Joan Bell, Terry Land, John & Rose Diebolt, Doreen Bailey, Keith Hamilton & Brenda Mason, (1st, 9th & 30th) Nancy Woestenenk, Rodney Campbell & Floyd Cosby, Vivienne Rattray-Eaton , Craig Maxwell,  Bill Caesar, John & Sharon Savage, Marcel Beneteau, (30th), Gerry Binsfeld, (28th to 31st), Carol Lang, Seija Bailey


Editor: Chris Bell, 368-3410, cbell@amtelecom.net 
