Manitoulin Nature Club
Sudbury Ornithological Society
Manitoulin Bird Report - March 2010
A very early spring, very dry, with snow in retreat by the 6th and the fields and hardwood bush completely bare by the 14th, the minimal runoff over by the 16th, then fields drying fast. Total precipitation was only 7 mm of rain or dew. Average temperature was +2.3 well above the normal -3.9 degrees.
45 species arrived during the month:



March 5th   - American Robin


March 6th   - Ring-billed Gull



March 7th    - Canada Goose, * Common Merganser

March 9th    - Northern Harrier



March 12th- * Red-winged Blackbird, * Common Grackle

March 16th- * Mallard, * Bufflehead, * Hooded Merganser, Merlin, Sandhill Crane

March 19th- Tundra Swan, * Am. Tree Sparrow, * Song Sparrow, E. Meadowlark 

March 20th- Great Blue Heron, American Kestrel, * Dark-eyed Junco

March 21st - Gadwall, Lesser Scaup, * Red-breasted Merganser, Red-shouldered Hawk
March 22nd- Ring-necked Duck, Horned Lark, Yellow-rumped Warbler



March 25th- Wood Duck, American Wigeon, Northern Flicker

March 26th - * Am. Black Duck

March 27th- American Woodcock, Short-eared Owl

March 29th- * Belted Kingfisher, Fox Sparrow

March 30th - Turkey Vulture, N. Saw-whet Owl, E. Bluebird, Brown-headed Cowbird 
March 31st - Double-crested Cormorant, Northern Flicker, Eastern Phoebe, * Brown 

Creeper, * Golden-crowned Kinglet, Field Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow 
* some had also wintered

Record early arrival dates were set for Green-winged Teal, (March 19 – 5 days early), Turkey Vulture, (March 16th- 8 days early), Yellow-rumped Warbler, (March 23 - 1 day early), Chipping Sparrow, (March 31st-11 days early), and Field Sparrow, (March 31st – an astonishing 28 days early). There was a sighting of Gray Jays this month. A comparison with last year which was cold and snowy, and this year shows 22 species earlier this year but 14 species later.  98 species have been reported so far in 2010. This is the same as this time last year.

Winter is over.  Highlights included two crippled Canada Geese, (Dec. to March 7th in Gore Bay; the Barrow’s Goldeneye on Lake Wolsey, (January 6th to March 13th); a Gryfalcon on Lake Wolsey, (Feb 11th & 12th); Iceland Gulls in January and again on Feb 9th on Lake Wolsey; three Snowy Owls in December then one in Howland until Feb 26th, no fewer than 6 Hawk Owls, one until March 10th; and one Belted Kingfisher –until Jan. 17th.. The Townsend’s Solitaire resided in Burpee Township from New Year until March 2nd. Also wintering were several Brown Creepers, Golden-crowned Kinglets and two Winter Wrens, a Song Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow and a Red-winged Blackbird.  
Canada Goose: 7th-2- the droopy-winged wintering birds in Gore Bay, 8th onwards- 25 at Scott’s millpond, (Margaret Scott) –spring arrival,  8th & 9th- 1 in South Baymouth, 10th-2 in Sheguiandah Twp., 11th- heard on Kagawong River & at Blue Road, 12th-7, 14th-5, 15th-9, 16th-30, 17th, 18th-15, 19th-24, 20th-41, 21st-80, 22nd-57, 23rd-14, 24th-25, 26th-87, 27th-156, 28th-36, 29th-58, 30th-55, 31st-147; at Green Bay:- arrived 15th, daily, up to 12 
Tundra Swan: 19th-4 at Leeson’s Marsh, (fide Chris Bell), 19th-4 at Ice Lake, (Ginger Lee) - arrival; 20th-2 on Ice Lake, 23rd-2 at Honora, (John Diebolt), 30th-2 
Wood Duck: 25th-2, (Lynda Lee) - spring arrival, 28th-6, 30th-at Maple Point
Gadwall: 21st-4 at Ice Lake & Gore Bay, (Chris Bell & Rod Thompson) - spring arrival, 23rd, 29th-2  
American Wigeon: 25th-1, (Doreen Bailey) – spring arrival
Black Duck: 2nd-4 at Hare’s Creek Mouth, 10th-3, 16th-4, so far all wintering, 26th-2, (Chris Bell) – spring arrival, 29th-2, 30th-2 
Mallard: 2nd-28 at Hare’s Creek mouth, 10th, 16th-9- start of spring arrival, 18th-1, 19th-several, 20th-21, 21st-28, 22nd-11, 23rd-6, 24th-29, 26th-38,  27th-17, 28th-22, 29th-33, 30th-9, 31st-24; at Green Bay:- arrived 20th, most days- 2  
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Green-winged Teal: 19th- 4 on Snow Lake, Sandfield Twp. & Sim’s Road, Assiginack Twp., (Keith Hamilton & Brenda Mason) – spring arrival & earliest this century by 5 days, 
Ring-necked Duck: 22nd, (Rodney Thompson) –spring arrival, 23rd, 24th-7, 26th-17, 27th-27, 28th-11, 29th-6, 30th-34, 31st-21 
Lesser Scaup: March 21st-3, (Chris Bell & Rodney Thompson) – spring arrival, 23rd-1, 25th-2, 26th-3, 27th-12, 28th-8, 30th-54, 31st-90 
Long-tailed Duck: 2nd-1 at Providence Bay, 10th-3, 16th-2, 22nd-5, 24th-3, 29th-20 
Bufflehead: 2nd-3 at Providence Bay, 16th-3, (Bell & Thompson) – spring arrival, 18th-3, 19th-2, 20th-44, 21st-23, 22nd-41, 23rd-2, 24th-41, 26th-22, 27th-17, 28th-17, 29th-46, 30th-45, 31st-21
Common Goldeneye: 2nd-3, 5th-160, 6th-210, 7th-266, 9th-70, 10th-69, 12th-70, 13th-20, 14th, 15th- arrived at Maple Point, 16th-190, 18th-218, 19th-121, 20th-82, 21st-235, 22nd-293, 23rd-120, 24th-85, 26th-251, 27th-210, 28th-90, 29th-70, 30th-440, 31st-6 
Barrow’s Goldeneye: the male on Wolsey Lake since January 6th:- 5th, (6th-could not be found), 7th, 13th- last sighting, (Doreen Bailey)
Hooded Merganser: 10th-1- the duck wintering in South Baymouth, 16th-1 on Wolsey Lake, (Thompson & Bell) –spring arrival, 21st-44, 22nd-6, 24th-6, 26th-20, 27th-10, 28th-1, 29th-10, 30th-10, 31st-2; at Green Bay:- arrived 27th , daily- a pair; at Maple Point arrived on 30th 
Common Merganser: 2nd-8 wintering at Little Current, 6th-3, 7th-4 on Wolsey Lake, (Chris Bell & Floyd Cosby) – spring arrival, early by 1 day;  9th-1, 10th-10, 12th-4, 13th-41, 16th-59, 17th-arrived at Maple Point, 18th, 19th-40, 20th-61, 21st-30, 22nd-61, 23rd-25, 24th-71, 26th-70, 27th-20, 28th-25, 29th-10, 30th-90, 31st-10 
Red-breasted Merganser: 10th-3, 20th-14, 21st-2 on Wolsey Lake, (Chris Bell & Rod Thompson) – spring arrival, (some wintered on south shore), 24th-2 there, 26th-2, 27th-2, 30th-1 
Ring-necked Pheasant: 7th, 21st-1; at Blue Road:- all month- a pair 


Ruffed Grouse: 4th-1 at Green Bay, 6th-3, 8th-1 at Green Bay, 10th-1, 21st-drumming, 24th, 27th-1, 28th-1, 30th-1; 29th & 30th-1 at Green Bay; all month- 2 to 4 at Blue Road 
Sharp-tailed Grouse: 6th-6 near Kagawong & 6th-9, 7th-2, 9th-7 at the White’s Point Road lek, 15th-3 at Howland uplands, 21st- 25 in two Gordon flocks, 24th-1 in Bidwell Twp., 27th-1 at Green Bay, 28th-11 
Double-crested Cormorant: 31st-1 at Providence Bay, (R. Thompson & C. Bell) – spring arrival 
Great Blue Heron: 20th-2 back at a south shore heronry, (Chris Bell) – spring arrival, 24th-1 there 
Turkey Vulture: 16th-1 over Little Current, (Brenda Mason) – spring arrival, earliest this century by eight days, 30th-1 at the Kagawong dump, 31st-2
Bald Eagle: 5th-3, 6th-2, 7th-2, 9th-1 & 18th-2 at or near the Howland Twp east nest, 13th-2 adults near Little Current, 13th-2 at Blue Road, 16th-2, 7th-1 adult at High Falls, 17th-1, 21st-1 on Ice Lake nest, 21st-1, 22nd-2, 23rd-6 at Indian Point, 24th-8 including two adults in an aerial display high over Gordon Township, 25th-1 at Blue Road, 26th-1, 27th-1, 28th to 31st-1 incubating on a newly found nest on an inland lake in Bidwell Twp., 29th-4, 30th- 13 in Gordon including 2 at the nest, 31st-3; at Green Bay:- 27th to 30th-1 or 2 
Northern Harrier: 9th-1 female near Little Current, (Joan Bell) - first for the year and early, 16th-1, 21st-2, 22nd-1, 23rd-1, 24th-2, 27th-6 including two displaying in Billings Twp., 30th-2, 31st-1 
Red-shouldered Hawk: 21st to 31st -1 or 2 at Maple Point, (John Smith) – an early spring arrival of this uncommon hawk; 27th-2, a pair, in rural M’Chigeeng, (Thompson, Bell) – at a regular site 
Red-tailed Hawk: 2nd, 6th, 9th - the immature bird wintering along Hwy 6 in Howland; 10th, 11th  & 12th- – 1 adult in Bidwell Township- also seen Feb.17th in the same place, 12th-1, 16th-1 at Britainville. 
Rough-legged Hawk: 11th-1, 16th-1, 18th-1, 21st-2, 23rd-2, 24th-1, 26th-1, 29th-1, 13th-2
American Kestrel: 17th-1 at Tehkummah, (Chris Bell) – spring arrival, 21st-1, 23rd-5, 26th-1, 27th-2, 28th-4, 29th-1 
Merlin: 16th-1 in Little Current, (Brenda Mason)- spring arrival 21st-3,  23rd-2, 31st-1 
Sandhill Crane: 16th-2 over Carnarvon Twp., (Breda Henry); 18th-5 in Burpee, 19th-8 including 2 in Howland & 2 in Sandfield, 20th-12 & heard at Blue Road, 20th- heard in Burpee & Lucar Point, 21st-8 flying high to the east over Indian Point, 22nd, 24th-9, 26th-2, 27th-8, 28th-26, 28th-several flocks of 5 flying north over Maple Point towards the mainland, 29th-6, 29th-2, 30th-9; at Green Bay:- arrived 20th, heard daily, - max.5 
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Gull: 7th Killdeer: 21st-1, (Rod Thompson & Chris Bell) – spring arrival, 26th-1, 27th-3, 30th-11 at the Gore Bay Airport, 31st-7 

American Woodcock: 27th-1 in Howland Twp., (Chris Bell) – spring arrival, 30th-3 

Ring-billed Gull: 6th-62 on Wolsey Lake, (Floyd Cosby & Chris Bell) - first of the year, 7th-there, 10th-82, 13th-27, 16th-160, 18th-10, 19th-5, 20th-40, 22nd-100, 23rd-130, 24th-363, 27th, 29th-6, 30th-15, 31st-10
Herring Gull: 2nd-280 at Providence Bay, 2nd-14 at Little Current -returning there in spring after only 16 days absence this winter, 5th-370, 6th-117, 7th-4, 8th- flying high over land and calling, 9th-171, 10th-95, 11th, 12th-15, 13th-145, 15th, 16th-40, 18th-27, 19th-37, 20th-122, 21st-20, 23rd-80, 24th-70, 27th, 30th-40, 31st-10; at Green Bay-7th-first sighting 

Glaucous -1 on Wolsey Lake 
Great Black-backed Gull: 20th-4, 24th-7, 27th-1, 31st-6 
Rock Pigeon: 6th-24, 10th-8, 16th, 20th-5, 22nd, 24th-1, 27th-10, 31st-3 
Mourning Dove: 5th-10, 6th-2, 10th-1, 15th, 16th-1, 20th-14, 24th-20, 28th-2, 29th-1, 30th-4, 31st-7; at Green Bay daily- 2 to 12; at Blue Road-all month- 5 to 7 
Great Horned Owl: 1st-1 heard at Kagawong, 30th-6 
Northern Hawk Owl: 7th & 10th-1 at Lily Lake - first seen on December 23rd, but not seen since January 30th; 7th-1, (Floyd Cosby) at the southern spot on the Bidwell Road –first sighting since February 16th – no mates ever seen, but could they be contemplating nesting/
Barred Owl: 16th-1 hooting during the day in rural M’Chigeeng. 19th-2, 30th-1; at Green Bay- 1st, 4th, 5th-2, 18th & 19th-1 
Short-eared Owl: 27th-1, Campbell Township., (Terry & Judy Land)
Northern Saw-whet Owl: 30th-2, (Rodney Thompson) – spring arrival 
Belted Kingfisher: 29th-1 at South Baymouth, (Rod Thompson) – spring arrival 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: 1st to 28th -1 wintering at Kagawong, 1st to 28th - 1 wintering in Billings, 1st to 10th-1 wintering near Providence Bay, 15th-2, 18th-1 in Little Current, 24th-1 in Manitowaning
Downy Woodpecker: 2nd, 5th, 6th-3, 10th, 15th, 16th-2; at Green Bay:- almost daily- 1 to 3; at Blue Road:- 1st to 12th-1 
Hairy Woodpecker: 2nd, 5th, 6th-1, 10th, 15th, 16th-2, 21st-2, 24th-2, 28th-3; at Green Bay: - daily- 1 to 3, 18th-4; at Blue Road:- 1st-9th, 12th, 17th, 28th & 31st- at least 2
Northern Flicker: prior to 26th-1, (Nicole Smith) – spring arrival; 31st-5, (C. Bell & Rod Thompson) 
Pileated Woodpecker: 2nd, 5th-7, 6th-4, 7th, 10th-1, 15th, 16th-2, 17th-1, 19th-2, 22nd-1, 23rd-1, 24th-2, 26th-1, 28th-1, 31st-2; at Green Bay on 14 days -1, 31st-3 
Eastern Phoebe: 31st-1 at Providence Bay, (Willie Maenpaa) – spring arrival
Northern Shrike: 6th-1 singing, in Bidwell Twp.; 9th- 1, Green Bush Road, Howland; 15th-1, 23rd-1,
Gray Jay: two Gray Jays were seen for a few minutes one day in March at Smeltzer Road, Tehkummah Township, (Rick Gordon, fide Chris Bell)- first report for 2010 
Blue Jay: 5th, 6th-13, 10th-2, 15th, 16th-1, 17th, 20th-9, 22nd, 24th-1, 28th, 29th-1; at Green Bay:- only seen on 11 days – 1 or 2, 2nd-4, missing 14th to 29th ,; at Blue Road -5+ all month; still scarce on Manitoulin
American Crow: 2nd, 5th, 6th-16, 7th-1, 10th-71, 12th-3, 15th-49, 16th-320, 20th-200, 21st-370, 23rd-20, 24th-50 – now common, 27th-40, 28th-29, 29th-35, 30th-50, 31st-40; at Green Bay:- arrived on 6th then daily; at Blue Road:- 9th-3, 26th-1, 30th-2 
Common Raven: 2nd, 5th, 6th-13, 9th-18, 10th-22, 15th-9, 16th-7, 18th-2, 20th-10, 21st-5, 23rd-7, 24th-5, 28th-10, 29th-14, 30th, 31st-5; at Green Bay:- daily- 1 to 2, 27th-3;  at Blue Road:-occasionally- 1 to 4
Horned Lark: 22nd-1, (Les Bailey) – arrival, weeks late this year 
Black-capped Chickadee: 5th-6, 6th, 9th-2, 10th-5, 15th, 16th-3, 20th-5, 21st-4, 24th-1, 27th-2, 29th-6, 31st-12; at Green Bay daily- 1 to 10, at Blue Road:-daily- 8 to 10
Red-breasted Nuthatch: 5th, 7th, all month- 1 at South Baymouth, 16th-1, 20th-2, 24th-1, 27th-first this year at Maple Point, 31st-5; at Blue Road:- daily- 1 to 2 
White-breasted Nuthatch: 5th-2, 15th, 16th-3, 20th-1, 24th-1, 27th-1, 28th-1; at Green Bay:-daily- 1 to 2 
Brown Creeper: 6th-1, 8th-2- one singing, 15th, 23rd-2, - all considered wintering so far; 31st-13, (Lynda Lee, Doreen Bailey, Chris Bell, Rod Thompson, Willie Maenpaa, Duncan Robbie, John Smith, Ted & Vivienne Eaton) – widespread spring arrival, late
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Golden-crowned Kinglet: 6th-2 wintering, 24th-2 - considered wintering, 31st-28, (Rod Thompson & Chris Bell, Bonnie Bailey, John Diebolt, Vivienne Eaton at Blue Road) – widespread spring arrival
Eastern Bluebird: 30th-1 in Gordon Twp., (Rodney Thompson) - spring arrival
Townsend’s Solitaire:  2nd- last sighting of the bird wintering in Burpee Twp., (Wayne Bailey)
American Robin: 5th-1 in Billings, (Sue Hansen fide Nicole Smith)- first for the year & rather early, 8th-1, (Vivienne Eaton), 13th-1, 16th to 21st-3 in Burpee, 17th-2, 18th-1, 19th-6, 20th-4, 21st-2, 22nd-1, 23rd, 24th-11, 26th-flock of 20, (Bonnie Bailey), 27th-17, 28th, 30th-4 & at Lucar Point, 31st-25; at Green Bay:-18th-1,24th to 31st-1 or 2; at Blue Road:- 8th, 20th, 21st, 22nd to 31st-1 to 3
European Starling: 2nd, 7th, 10th-48, 15th, 16th-65, 18th-1, 19th-25, 20th-40, 24th-125, 27th-70, 28th-7, 29th-40, 30th-70, 31st-1; at Green Bay, 18th to 31st, most days- 1 to 4; at Blue Road:- 29th-1 
Bohemian Waxwing: 14th to 21st – flock of 10 in Gore Bay, (Terry Land et al.), later numbers up to 30
Yellow-rumped Warbler: 23rd-1, (Rodney Thompson) – spring arrival, very early date- earliest this century by a day  
American Tree Sparrow: 2nd, 6th-2, 16th-1, 19th-9, (Rod Thompson, Chris Bell, John Smith) – arrival, 20th-12, 21st-3, 22nd, 24th-6, 25th-1 still wintering in Burpee, 26th-5, 27th-1, 28th- flock of 19 in Sandfield,  29th-18 including a flock of 16 in Burpee, 30th,  31st-2; at Green Bay:- 19th to 31st-1 to 5 daily; at Blue Road:- 2nd-1 wintering, 20th-2, 22nd to 31st-up to 11, 26th-11
Chipping Sparrow: 31st-2 in Burpee, (Bonnie Bailey) – spring arrival, earliest this century by 11 days and first March record CHECK for other records
Field Sparrow:31st-1 at Providence Bay, (Chris Bell & Rod Thompson) - spring arrival – first March sighting & earliest this century by 28 days 
Fox Sparrow: 29th-1 at Blue Road at 9:30 am, (Vivienne Eaton) – spring arrival, 31st-2 there 
Song Sparrow: 19th-4, (Rod Thompson) – spring arrival, 21st-2, 22nd, 24th-1, 28th, 30th, 31st-24, 31st-first at Maple Point; at Green Bay:- 25th to 31st-1 daily; at Blue Road:- 20th to 30th-1daily 
White-throated Sparrow: 1st to 10th-1, the wintering bird near Providence Bay, (Jim & Linda Noble), now singing 
Dark-eyed Junco: 6th-1, 20th-2 in South Baymouth, (Chris Bell) - spring arrival,  24th-2 in Sandfield, (John Diebolt) - first there, 26th-5, 27th-1, 28th, 29th- a flock of 15 to 20 in Burpee, 30th, 31st-11, 31st-first at Maple Point; at Green Bay:- 25th to 31st-1 daily; at Blue Road:- 21st & 24th to 31st-1 to 4  
Snow Bunting: 2nd, 6th-12, 10th-3, 11th-12, 12th-20, 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th- 60, 21st-34, 26th-1, 31st-1, 
Northern Cardinal: 2nd, 6th-1, 10th-1, 16th-4 at Providence Bay, 20th-1, 24th-2, 29th-1, 31st-2; pair all month at Blue Road 
Red-winged Blackbird: 12th-3, (Bell, Thompson) - spring arrival, 15th, 16th-2, 17th-many, 18th-5 & at Maple Point, 19th-76, 20th-24, 21st-32, 22nd-13, 24th-65, 27th-20, 29th-80, 31st-40; at Green Bay:- 17th to 31st, daily- 2 to 16; at Blue Road:- 17th to 31st, daily - 1 to 3 
Eastern Meadowlark: 19th-2, (Rod Thompson) – spring arrival, 23rd-1, 24th-4, 25th-1, 29th-2, 31st-3 
Common Grackle: 12th-3 in Little Current, (Chris Bell) – spring arrival, 16th-2, 17th-many, 18th-5 in Burpee, 19th-36, 20th-36, 21st-50, 22nd-16, 24th-45, 27th-30, 28th-1, 29th-90, 31st-55; at Green Bay:- 19th-1, 24th to 28th-1, 30th-2; at Blue Road:- 23rd to 31st-3 
Brown-headed Cowbird: 30th-2 in Gordon Twp., (Chris Bell), -arrival, latest this century, 31st-6
Purple Finch: 7th-1, 8th & 10th -1 at Blue Road, 17th -1 in Sandfield – first there for a while, at 19th-1, 28th-1 at Green Bay, 30th-1 at Blue Road – still very scarce this month


Pine Siskin: 2nd, 3rd-2 at Green Bay, 10th-26, 14th – many in S. Baymouth, 16th in Providence Bay, 20th-11, 24th-6, 27th at Lucar Point, 29th-16, 31st-10; at Blue Rd.:- 3rd, 7th, 15th, 20th, 21st, 26th to 31st- 1 to 2 
American Goldfinch: 2nd, 5th, 6th-3, 10th-5, 16th-10, 17th, 19th, 20th-40, 21st-5, 24th-20, 28th-2 at Blue Road – only record there, 29th-2, 30th-5, 31st-12; at Green Bay:-daily- 2 to 33 
House Sparrow: 6th, 10th-1, 16th-11, 24th-1, 29th-32 
Contributors: Chris Bell, Rod Thompson, Joan Bell, Floyd Cosby-6th, Doreen Bailey, John Smith at Maple Point, John & Rose Diebolt, Brenda Mason & Keith Hamilton, Vivienne Eaton at Blue Road  also Wayne Bailey, Sue Hansen, Jim & Linda Noble, Willie Maenpaa, Ginger Lee, Margaret Scott, Bonnie Bailey, Les Bailey, Terry Land, Nicole Smith & Rick Gordon
Editor: Chris Bell, cbell@amtelecom.net 

