Manitoulin Nature Club
Sudbury Ornithological Society

Manitoulin Bird Report – December 2010
A Hoary Redpoll on December 4th at bird feeders in Green Bay, (Chris & Joan Bell) was the final new species for the Manitoulin District in 2010. There was a small arrival of Northern Hawk Owls, with reports of three individuals. A Short-eared Owl found by Rodney Thompson on the Mindemoya CBC was a very unusual December record. These were the only reports of northern owls so far this winter. Later than usual departure dates were reported for Mute Swan on December 8th, Tundra Swan on December 2nd, Greater Scaup on December 2nd, Northern Flicker on December 19th and Hermit Thrush  on December 9th. 

 Snow cover was not excessive and good numbers of Rough-legged Hawks remained.  Northern Shrikes were here in good numbers and Bohemian Waxwings stayed in fairly large flocks. The November Carnarvon Township Gray Jays stayed through December as did the Ice Lake Brown Thrasher. Some uncommon-in-winter winter were reported at bird feeders - one Song Sparrow, five White-throated Sparrows and a White-crowned Sparrow. There was a good showing of winter finches- Pine Grosbeak, Common Redpoll, Pine Siskin, American Goldfinch & Evening Grosbeak. 
The weather was below freezing from the 3rd to 28th with a low of -16 degrees on the 13th.

The three Manitoulin District Christmas Bird Counts took place at Killarney on December 15th, Mindemoya on December 18th and Manitoulin Island, (Gore Bay) on December 19th. Count totals are marked with asterisks* in the species accounts below. Attendance was good and all counts showed an improvement in total species over last year despite an early freeze-up. Killarney reported 474 birds of 31 species, Mindemoya 3577 species of 53 species and Gore Bay 3702 birds of 48 species for a total of 62 species for the three counts. The Short-eared Owl was a new species for the Mindemoya Count. With little open water duck and gull numbers were low this year. Blue Jays and Black-capped Chickadees were in very high numbers.  There was an interesting similarity in the numbers of some common species at Mindemoya and Gore Bay. For instance, Mourning Dove- 245 and 205, Blue Jay – 414 and 452, Common Raven – 228 and 223 and Black-capped Chickadee 547 and 548! But Tree Sparrows – 7 and 32 and Dark-eyed Junco s- 43 and 10 did not follow the trend. 

The year 2010
Now including the January Thayer’s Gull the yearly species ended up at 247 species for the District of Manitoulin. This is quite an achievement and equals the 2004 result for the best total this century. The 2009 total was 242, while the average yearly total is 241.
2010 was a banner year with six rare species, including two species Thayer’s Gull and Golden-crowned Sparrow never seen before in the Manitoulin District:- 
A Ross’s Goose was shot in Carnarvon Township on September 30th before being photographed by Everett Hanna. This was the third record for the Manitoulin District.
The Thayer’s Gull was seen by Rodney Thompson at Wolsey Lake on January 30th. 
A Carolina Wren was seen by David Shilman in Assiginack Township on October 9th and was re-found on October 29th. This was the fifth record.
A Townsend’s Solitaire was seen from early January to March 2nd in Burpee Township by Wayne & Seija Bailey.  This was the fifth record. 
A Dickcissel in Billings Township was found by Rod Thompson and stayed from June 22nd to 24th.  
The Golden-crowned Sparrow was reported by Chris Bell and David Scott in West Bay from May 6th to 8th. 
Written descriptions, with photographs where available, of the rare species will be reviewed by the Birds Records Committee of the Sudbury Ornithological Society.
Other unusual vagrants in 2010 included a Barrow’s Goldeneye in January; a Gyrfalcon in February; Mute Swans arriving in April and breeding; a Brant, a Trumpeter Swan, an American White Pelican and a Summer Tanager in May; Yellow-headed Blackbirds in May and November; Connecticut Warblers in August; a Western Kingbird and a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher in October, and a Greater White-fronted Goose in November. 
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Of the more uncommon and local summer residents the following were recorded this year, but   in very small numbers:- Least Bittern, Red-shouldered Hawk, Piping Plovers which did not nest this year, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Whip-poor-will – several reports, Common Nighthawk, Chimney Swift, Red-headed Woodpecker, Willow Flycatcher, Yellow-throated Vireo, Gray Jay, Purple Martin, Northern Mockingbird, Golden-winged Warbler – several reports,  Grasshopper Sparrow – several reports, one Western Meadowlark, one report only of a House Finch, and Red and White-winged Crossbills in the fall. 
The list of expected, but not recorded, species in 2010 is extensive. Examples are Golden Eagle, Black-crowned Night-Heron, Ruddy Turnstone, White-rumped Sandpiper and other uncommon shorebirds, Great Gray Owl, Long-eared Owl, Boreal Owl, Black-backed Woodpecker, Loggerhead Shrike, unusual warblers and Le Conte’s Sparrow.
Rodney Thomson racked up 238 species in 2010 to equal the all-time record held by Doreen Bailey since 1996. Congratulations Rod! 
December 2010 Species Account:-
Canada Goose: 3rd-2, 16th-1 in Gore Bay, 18th-1*, droopy-winged, at Hare’s Creek, 19th-1*, droopy winged, in Gore Bay 
Mute Swan: 8th-2 juveniles swimming outside the frozen bay at Cook’s Dock, (Rod Thompson) –where was the rest of the family, could these two fly?
Tundra Swan: 2nd-4 at Indian Point, (Carol Lang), 3rd-7
Gadwall: 1st, 3rd-4 at Gore Bay, 5th-5 & 11th-3 & 18th-3*at Hare’s Creek, (D. & M. Schoenefeld)
Black Duck: 3rd-12, 5th-30, 8th, 9th-6, 11th-6 at Smith’s pond, 13th-1, 15th-18, 18th-56*, 19th-31*
Mallard: 1st, 3rd-66, 4th-38, 5th-80, 7th-42, 8th, 9th-164, 11th-73 at Smith’s pond, 13th, 15th-76, 16th-6, 18th-111* - high, 19th-3*, 30th  
Green-winged Teal: 3rd-3, 9th-3 – final fall 2010 sighting 
Greater Scaup: 2nd at Mudge Bay, (Rodney Thompson) – final fall 2010 sighting
White-winged Scoter: 27th-1 in outer West Bay, (Rodney Thompson) 
Black Scoter: 5th-1 at Providence Bay – final fall 2010 sighting 
Long-tailed Duck: 5th-1, 9th-2, 13th-3, 15th-2, 16th-12, 18th-7*, 19th-4*, 21st-2
Bufflehead: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th-13, 7th-4, 8th, 9th-6, 18th-12*, 30th, 31st 
Common Goldeneye: 1st, 3rd, 4th -71, 5th, 7th-6, 8th, 9th-316- the peak but numbers low this year, 11th, 13th-5, 15th-1, 16th-37, 18th-35*, 19th-47*, 21st-1, 29th, 30th, 31st
Hooded Merganser: 1st; 2nd-25, 3rd-20 & 4th-12 on Pike Lake; 4th-15, 5th-60, 8th, 9th, 30th
Common Merganser: 3rd-11 & 4th-18 on Pike Lake; 4th-400, 5th, 8th, 9th-11, 15th-9, 15th-3*, 16th-4, 18th-9*, 19th-1*, 21st-5, 27th-4 
Red-breasted Merganser: 5th-1 at West Bay, 9th, 11th-1 at West Bay, 13th-2, 15th-3, 16th-1, 18th-5*, 30th
Ring-necked Pheasant: 1st-8, 3rd, 5th, 6th-flock of 8 at Kagawong, 8th, 9th-5, 11th-1, 15th-8, 18th-92* - high, 19th-29*, 25th-4, 27th-1, 29th, 30th, 31st; at Blue Road all month 
Ruffed Grouse: 5th-1 only record this month at Green Bay, 15th, 15th-3*, 18th-1*, 19th-4*, 27th-1; at Blue Road – all December – 1 to 2 – the population appears low this winter
Sharp-tailed Grouse: 1st-10, 11th-2, 16th-1, 19th-30* - a high total, 28th-3
Common Loon: 9th-1, (Rod Thompson) – final fall 2010 sighting
Pied-billed Grebe: 5th-1 & 9th-1 on West Bay, 16th-2 at Janet Head – final fall 2010 sighting
Horned Grebe: 13th-2 on West Bay – final fall 2010 sighting 
Red-necked Grebe: 1st, 3rd, 5th-1, 9th-1, 11th-2, 14th-1, 16th-11, 18th-1* in West Bay, 19th-4*
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Bald Eagle: 1st, 3rd, 4th-2, 5th-1, 6th-3 at Green Bay, 7th-1, 8th, 9th-2, 10th-1, 11th-1, 11th-1 at upper Blue Road; 15th-1*, 16th-6, 18th-19*, 18th-4 near Little Current, 19th-18* - the annual peak numbers, 21st-1, 24th-1, 27th-3, 30th
Sharp-shinned Hawk: 14th-1 in Providence Bay, 17th-1 at Green Bay, 19th-2*
Cooper’s Hawk: 23rd-1 in Kagawong, (Rod Thompson)
Northern Goshawk: 18th-1*, (Mick & Heather Throssell)
Red-tailed Hawk: 15th-2*, 18th-2* 
Rough-legged Hawk: 5th-2, 6th-1, 7th-several, 9th-2, 14th-2, 16th-1, 18th-9*, 19th-10*, 20th-1, 23rd-2, 24th-1, 30th 
American Coot: 5th-1 at Hare’s Creek –last record, not attempting to winter
Ring-billed Gull: 1st, 3rd, 5th-3 at West Bay, 9th, 18th-5*, (Nicole Smith) – last of the fall 
Herring Gull: 1st, 2nd-1, 3rd, 4th-75, 5th-25, 7th-40, 8th, 9th-4, 10th-2, 15th-1*, 16th-35, 18th-47*, 19th-32*, 20th-18, 21st-8, 27th in outer West Bay, 29th, 30th, 31st – fewer than normal December gulls
Glaucous Gull: 9th-1 at Providence Bay, (Rod Thompson) - first of the winter, 18th-1* on Lake Huron coast, 30th at Providence Bay
Great Black-backed Gull: 1st-2, 9th-2, 24th-2, 30th, 31st- all at Providence Bay
Rock Pigeon: 3rd, 5th-8, 8th, 9th, 16th, 18th-80*, 19th-134*, 23rd-4, 30th, 31st 
Mourning Dove: 1st, 5th-54, 8th, 9th-36, 11th-4, 15th-18*, 16th, 18th-245*, 19th-205*, 20th-7, 25th-67 !!, ( Nancy Lyne), 27th, 30th, 31st; at Green Bay- daily- 2 to 5; at Blue Road – daily 4 to 15 – high population
Great Horned Owl: 11th-1 
Northern Hawk Owl:#1:-prior to 4th-1, Carnarvon Twp., (Janice Robinson Jr.);#2:- 7th-1 in Tehkummah Twp., (Janice Robinson Sr.);#3:- 27th-1 in Assiginack Twp., (David Shilman)-ie three Barred Owl: 15th-1*, 19th-2* 
Short-eared Owl: 18th-1* in rural M’Chigeeng, (Rodney Thompson, then John & Nicole Smith) - very unusual in winter, first record on a Manitoulin Island CBC
Belted Kingfisher: 9th-1 on Blue Jay Creek, (Rod Thompson), 18th-2* on the Manitou River 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th-4, 8th, 9th-2, 11th-2, 14th-1, 15th-1*, 16th-1, 18th-17*, 19th-14* - high, 27th, 29th, 30th, 31st, during the month - 2 in Little Current; - the Manitoulin winter population continues to slowly increase 
Downy Woodpecker: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th-4, 6th-1 at Blue Road, 8th, 15th-12*, 16th-3, 18th-36*, 19th-30*, 25th-1, 27th, 29th, 30th; daily – a pair at Green Bay

Hairy Woodpecker: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th-2, 8th, 9th, 11th-3, 15th-8*, 16th, 18th-56*, 19th-70*- a high number, 25th-2, 27th, 29th, 30th, 31st; daily- 2 to 3 at Green Bay; at Blue Road- 1st to 11th- sporadic, 12th to 20th-2
Northern Flicker: 16th to 19th-1* at Scott’s Mill, (Margaret Scott) – rare in winter 
Pileated Woodpecker: 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 9th, 15th-1*, 16th-2, 18th-12*, 19th-20* - high, 20th-1, 27th, 29th, 30th; on 7 days -1 heard or seen at Green Bay
Northern Shrike: 1st, 2nd-1 at Green Bay, 3rd, 4th-1, 5th-4, 6th-1 at Blue Road, 11th-1, 12th & 13th-1 at Green Bay, 14th-2, 15th-2*, 16th-3, 18th-8*, 19th-6*, 30th
Gray Jay: Nov.21st to at least year-end including Dec 18th-2* in Carnarvon, (Brita Henry), 15th-1*
Blue Jay: 1st, 3rd, 5th-15, 8th, 9th-11, 11th-23, 15th-73*, 16th, 18th-414* - high, 19th-452* - high, 23rd-2, 25th-24, (Nancy Lyne), 27th, 29th, 31st; at Green Bay feeders - 8 to 18 daily; at Blue Road-9 to 18 daily 
American Crow: 1st, 3rd, 5th-12, 8th, 9th, 11th-3, 16th, 18th-157*, 19th-130*, 20th-2, 20th & 24th-1 at Green Bay; 23rd-1, 25th-8, 29th, 30th, 31st
Common Raven: 1st, 5th-6, 9th-5, 9th-eating carrion on frozen lake, 11th-6, 15th-114*, 16th-41, 18th-228*, 19th-223*, 27th, 29th, 30th, 31st; at Green Bay – 1 to 4 daily & 7th-8; at Blue Road sporadically- 1 to 3 
Horned Lark: 1st-40, 5th-1, 14th-35 south of Spring Bay, 15th-5, 15th-1*, 18th-62*- high, 19th-37*
Black-capped Chickadee: 1st, 3rd, 5th-33, 8th, 9th-13, 11th-9, 14th-7, 15th-157*, 16th, 18th-547*, 19th-548*, 25th-15, 27th, 29th, 30th; at Green Bay feeders - 6 to 20 daily; at Blue Road feeders- minimum of 7 daily
Red-breasted Nuthatch: 1st, 3rd, 5th-5, 8th, 9th, 14th-1, 15th-5*, 16th, 18th-27*, 19th- 55*, 29th, 30th, 31st; almost daily- 1 male at Green Bay
White-breasted Nuthatch: 1st, 3rd, 5th-2, 8th, 9th-2, 11th-1, 15th-5*, 16th, 18th-56*, 19th-61*, 27th, 29th, 30th; at Green Bay daily- 1 to 3
Brown Creeper: 3rd, (Rod Thompson)
Golden-crowned Kinglet: 3rd, 5th-1, 9th, 15th-2*, 18th-5*, 19th-2*, 25th, 27th, 29th, 30th
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Hermit Thrush: 9th-1 at Providence Bay, (Rod Thompson) – very late in the year
American Robin: 15th-4 in Little Current, (Joan Bell)
Brown Thrasher: November into January including December 19th-1* wintering at an Ice Lake feeder, (Donna Scheib also Joan Bell)
European Starling: 1st, 3rd- 7 at Green Bay, 5th-40, 6th-2 at Green Bay – last sighting there, 8th, 9th-46, 10th-50, 11th-2, 15th-20*, 16th, 18th-311*, 19th-353*, 20th-15, 23rd-3, 25th-3, 27th, 29th, 30th, 31st
Bohemian Waxwing: 1st-20, 3rd-60, 4th-650, 7th-7 at Green Bay, 16th-74, 18th-76*, 19th-236*, 22nd-18, 27th-21, 29th-49 in Little Current, 30th-92 near Ice Lake, 31st-100+; - good numbers from November continuing through December 
American Tree Sparrow: 1st to 13th-1 at Green Bay, 1st, 3rd, 5th-1, 8th-1, 9th, 15th-1, 15th-1*, 16th-4, 18th-7*, 19th-32* - good numbers on the Gore Bay CBC, otherwise below normal 
Song Sparrow: 19th-1* at a Poplar feeder, (Chris Bell, Craig Maxwell, Maurianne Reade)
White-throated Sparrow: 18th-1* at Providence Bay, (Chris & Jason Blomme), 19th-3*- 1 in Gore Bay, (Mary Bell) & 2 at the Belenson feeder on Union Road, Campbell Township, (Maurianne Reade, Craig Maxwell & Chris Bell), 24th-1 still in Providence Bay, date?-1 at Bay Estates, ( Sheguiandah), (John Savage) -  ie  five in four locations, more than usual
White-crowned Sparrow: 14th & 18th-1* & 24th-1 immature plumaged bird at Providence Bay, (Rod Thompson & Chris Bell; Chris & Jason Blomme) – common in migration but unusual in winter
Dark-eyed Junco: 4th-1, 5th-5, 9th, 11th-20 for one day at Providence Bay, (Willie Maenpaa), 12th, 14th-1, 15th-2, 15th-3*, 16th-1, 18th-43* - high, 19th-10*, 20th-6 in Providence Bay, 23rd-1, 24th, 25th-1; at Blue Road – 1st to 19th-1 to 4 
Lapland Longspur: 15th-5 south of Spring Bay, 18th-8*, 19th-2*
Snow Bunting: 3rd-80, 16th-41, 18th-120*, 19th-152*, 29th
Northern Cardinal: 5th-6, 9th, 11th-5, 12th-5 in Providence Bay, 14th-2, 15th-2 in Little Current, 15th-1*, 16th, 18th-52*- high, 19th-28*, 20th-9 – yes 9! at her feeder in Providence Bay, (Erin-Blythe Reddie), 30th, 31st, all month- a pair at Blue Road 
Red-winged Blackbird: 9th-1, 16th-1 in Gordon Township, 18th-10*, 30th
Common Grackle: 5th-1 in Providence Bay, 15th-1*, 19th-2*, 31st – very few Grackle reports this month
Pine Grosbeak: 3rd-26, 4th-5, 9th, 15th-6, 16th-12, 18th-39*, 19th-53*, 27th
Purple Finch: 4th-1, 5th-1 in Providence Bay, 1 in Tehkummah & 1 at Maple Point, 15th-1*, 18th-4* - ie very few reports, not expected to winter here this year


White-winged Crossbill: 15th-4* - any hope for a good crossbill winter are diminishing
Common Redpoll: 3rd, 4th-1; 4th-1 at Green Bay; 5th-2, 8th, 9th, 11th-1, 14th-7, 15th-18*, 16th, 18th-53*, 19th-23*, 24th & 25th-1 at Green Bay – moderate numbers but much better than last winter 
Hoary Redpoll: 4th-1 at the Green Bay feeders, (Chris Bell), 17th-1 near Mindemoya, (Rod Thompson) – first and only reports this year 
Pine Siskin: 3rd-6; 4th & 7th-1 at Green Bay; 5th-197, 8th, 9th-1, 12th, 15th-2*, 16th, 18th-68*, 19th-69*, 20th-48 in Providence Bay, 25th & 26th-1 at Green Bay, 29th; at Blue Road:- 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 8th & 15th- 1 to 24 – moderate to high numbers
American Goldfinch: 1st, 3rd-5, 5th-50, 8th, 9th -10, 11th-15, 16th, 18th-380*, 25th-6, 27th, 29th, 30th, 31st; at Green Bay:- 1st to 17th- 2 to 59 daily, 20th to 24th ; at Blue Road:- 1st to 20th-1 to 12 – moderate to high numbers
Evening Grosbeak: 8th to 10th-2 & 13th to 15th-2 at Green Bay, prior to 13th- 5 near Gibraltar, 15th-2,   15th-7*, 19th-18* in Pleasant Valley, 31st; at Blue Road:- 2nd, 3rd, 13th, 14th &  15th- 1 to 5 – similar number of sightings to November 

House Sparrow: 8th, 9th, 16th, 18th-32*, 19th-157*
Contributors:
Chris Bell, Rodney Thompson, Vivienne Rattray-Eaton, Janice Robinson Jr., Janice Robinson Sr., John Smith, Willie Maenpaa, Joan Bell, Erin-Blythe Reddie, Kristen Desjardins, Nancy Lyne , Gail Robinson , Linda Willson and all the Christmas Bird Count participants.
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