Manitoulin Nature Club

THIRTY SIXTH CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

MINDEMOYA, Ontario, December 18, 2010
3577 birds of 53 species were found on the count.   This was the first year since 2005 that we have achieved 50 or more species. A Short-eared Owl was a new species for the Count. It was seen by Rodney thompson at Lakeshore Road in rural M’Chigeeng as it flew past a streetlight before dawn. In the morning, the North party went to look for it and the owl was seen again. It is unusual for one of these owls to remain on Manitoulin so late in the year. The second count record of Gadwall occurred up Hare’s Creek when Dieter & Marlies Schoenefeld found a flock of three of these ducks. The fourth record of a White-crowned Sparrow, foraging with a White-throated Sparrow, was reported by Chris & Jason Blomme at Mary Oliver’s feeder in Providence Bay. Lapland Longspurs, the fifth record, were found by Bruce Gates, John Diebolt and Alison Greenhill. Record numbers were counted of Mallard, Pheasants, Blue Jays, Horned Larks, Dark-eyed Juncos and Northern Cardinals. The Black-capped Chickadee was the most seen bird with 547 counted.

It was a milder than average count day with fairly light winds but intermittent snow. The snow cover was about normal but badly drifted.  The inland lakes and most of Providence Bay had been frozen for a few days so most diving ducks had departed. West Bay was fortunately still open. 

American Goldfinches were the most common finch for the third straight year, but there were also good numbers of Pine Siskin, Common Redpoll and Pine Grosbeak. Purple Finches appeared to be departing for the winter, but even so 4 were counted. Winter visitors such as Rough-legged Hawk, Northern Shrike, Bohemian Waxwing and Snow Bunting were well represented. 
We had 25 birders in 9 parties. Party-hours were down this year to 64. Two birders, Mathew Garniss and Laurie Simon were new to the Mindemoya Count, both doing the challenging Lake Huron shore. 

Area 1   North West
Bruce Gates & Alison Greenhill & John Diebolt 

Area 2
North

John & Nicole Smith 


Area 3
North East
Rodney Campbell, Floyd Cosby & David Scott

Area 4
South Shore
Craig Maxwell, Maurianne Reade, Mathew Garniss,





Lyle Dewar, Harald & Laurie Simon


Area 5 
Central East
Dieter & Marlies Schoenefeld 


Area 6 
Central West
Mick & Heather Throssell

Area 7
South Centre
Joan Bell, Vivienne Eaton & Nancy Lyne

Area 8 
South West
Chris & Jason Blomme 


Area 9 
South East
Chris Bell, (compiler) & Rodney Thompson 
36 feeder watchers reported this year. They were contacted by Chris Bell and phoned for their results by Nancy Lyne, Erin-Blythe Reddie, Vivienne Eaton and Nicole Smith.  The feeder-watchers reported 32 species.Feeder bird numbers were up this year after a poor year in 2009. 13 watchers reported 10 or more species, up from six watchers last year.

Mary Oliver with 13 species including the White-crowned and White-throated Sparrows won the 2010 award for the most successful feeder. She was newly recruited this year and has a fine feeder with adjacent forest cover beside the Mindemoya River in Providence Bay.  
Mindemoya CBC 2010
Temperatures since December 2nd had all been below freezing with snow on the ground. Mid-sized lakes froze on the 9th and Lake Manitou froze by the 16th.

A Canada Goose with an injured wing  was found well up Hare’s Creek with the Gadwall. Seven other duck species were found. There were good numbers of Black Ducks and Mallards found by several parties. Small numbers of Long-tailed Ducks, Buffleheads and Common Goldeneye were seen at West Bay and on the south shore. The two merganser species were in West Bay. Coverage of water courses was good. The south shore hike was completed in full, Hare’s Creek was walked via the golf course, the two stretches of the Manitou River were walked, without snowshoes this year, and Dean Bay was visited on foot. Lakes Mindemoya, Manitou and Kagawong were completely frozen.

It has been a good year for Pheasants and the count of 92 far exceeded the previous best total of 42 from last year. Ruffed Grouse are in poor numbers and Vivienne Eaton found the only one on the count. The only remaining Red-necked Grebe was found by John & Nicole Smith on West Bay. The most common raptor was, as usual, the Bald Eagle with 19 counted. With the inland lakes frozen we were probably past the peak eagle numbers .The only accipiter was a Northern Goshawk found by Mick and Heather Throssell. Red-tailed and Rough-legged Hawk numbers were as expected. Gull numbers were low but Chris & Jason Blomme reported a Glaucous Gull. The Mourning Dove count of 245 was the second highest and they were found by all the parties. No winter owls were seen. The Belted Kingfishers were fishing the Manitou River and were found by Chris Bell & Rodney Thompson. Woodpecker numbers were normal and Hairy Woodpeckers easily came out ahead. The 17 Red-bellied Woodpeckers, including 14 reported by 12 feeder-watchers equalled the high count from the previous two years.  Blue Jays are abundant this year -the count total of 414 easily beat the previous high of 355 from 1993. Black-capped Chickadee numbers are also above average. The berry and fruit crop is very good and 76 Bohemian Waxwings were found. Strangely there were no American robins or mimics.
Fewer than usual Tree Sparrows were seen again this year– seven counted compared to 32 on the  Gore Bay Count. On the other hand the count of 43 Dark-eyed Juncos was a record. Juncos have outnumbered Tree Sparrows on four of the last 5 counts. In earlier years Tree Sparrows were dominant.

A White-throated Sparrow was found for the second year running but the White-crowned Sparrow was the first since 1999. The 52 Northern Cardinals just broke the previous best of 50 in 2008. Half the feeder-watchers reported Cardinals this year. The only blackbirds were a flock of 10 Red-winged Blackbirds reported by Betty Sloss.

A major variable from year to year on this Christmas Bird Count is the appearance or otherwise of “winter” finches. While American Goldfinches are not really considered a winter finch, there numbers here vary from year to year but have in general increased over the years. For the first 10 years, 1974-1983 they were not considered winter residents here and were only recorded on five of the counts with 49 in the highest year  Since those early years winter Goldfinch numbers have changed from year to year but in five of the last six years there have been good numbers wintering and there were 380 on this count. Common Redpolls and Pine Siskins may or may not decide to winter here – depending on food supplies further north. This year small numbers are present. There were 53 Common Redpolls and none last year, and 68 Pine Siskins and 3 last year. Pine Grosbeak numbers also fluctuate but are generally down over the years.  

The count total of 53 species was above the long-term average of 46 species but below the all-time high of 58 species from 1994. There was only one Count Week species missed on the count- a Hoary Redpoll. However other species seen in December that we had a good chance of finding included Hooded Merganser, Sharp-tailed Grouse, Horned Grebe, Great Black-backed Gull, Hawk Owl and Evening Grosbeak. We did not find a Common Grackle this year after going 29 years in a row without missing.

Our sponsor, the Manitoulin Nature Club this year paid the full participation fees at $5 a head The MNC also kindly paid the rental for the St. Francis of Assisi Anglican Church.
After the count we met at the church to complete the tally and then sat down to a very enjoyable potluck supper prepared by some Manitoulin Nature Club members.
 The next Mindemoya Christmas Bird Count will be held on Saturday December 17, 2011
