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De-ba-jeh-mu-jig joins innova

by Robin Burridge
MANITOWANING—The
outreach and education
department of De-ba-jeh-
mu-jig Theatre Company,
called the Storytellers, in
Manitowaning has been
invited to join The World-
wide Virtual Theatre Car-
rousel (WWVTC)—a global
project combining six pro-
fessional theatre companies
around the world, connect-
ing and engaging youth
through their unique
national cultural and envi-
ronmental heritages.

“Our group was invited to
join while performing in
Rotterdam in the Nether-
lands,” explained Joahanna
Berti, outreach and educa-
tion director of De-ba-jeh-
mu-jig. “They were looking
for a Canadian partner for
the program and we were
honoured to accept the invi-
tation.

Ms. Berti explained that
Bruce Naokwegijig, arts
animator at De-ba-jeh-mu-
jig, travelled to Antwerp,
Belgium last fall to partici-
pate in workshops and to
develop De-ba-je-hmu-jgi’s
relationship with the five
other partners of the
WWVTC.

“While he was there,
Bruce did a lot of work with
the technological interfac-
ing that will be a key ele-
ment to the program, con-
necting all the youth
through computers,” added
Ms. Berti.

The other theatre part-
ners in the WWVTC include
Sering, located in Antwerp,
Belgium; Arena y Estera in
Lima, Peru; Teatro Pre-
gones, a theatre company in

New York City; and
Tswelopele Performing
Artists in South Africa.

Locally, Pontiac School’s
Grade 7 class in Wik-
wemikong and Assiginack
Public School’s Grade 7/8
class in Manitowaning will
be working with De-ba-jeh-
mu-jig and participating in
the program.

“The idea is that all the
children are the same age,
working on the same proj-
ect, connecting and expand-
ing their understanding of
who they are and how they
fit into the global picture,”
explained Ms. Berti.

“The Worldwide Virtual
Theatre Carrousel fosters
and harbours artistic col-
laborations that are rooted
in community and that also
involve in-person and virtu-
al transit across languages,
geographies, historical
experience, and modes of
expression,” explains
WWVTC artistic director
Mia Grip of Antwerp, Bel-
gium in an information
package on the project.

“The Carrousel also serves
as a forum to discuss and
formulate widely applicable
guidelines for arts-centered
community consciousness-
raising.”

The project will be two
years in duration, begin-
ning this past week. It will
continue  intermittently
until June 2012 and then
again during the 2012-2013
school year. Same groups of
international students, fol-
lowing their experience
from Grade 7 through to
Grade 8.

The fundamentals of the
project are global symbols,
language and music.

De-ba-jeh-mu-jig began
phase one of the project this
week, meeting with partici-
pants at Assiginack Public
School and Pontiac School.

Students were given a
general overview of the
project and listened to two
stories, the first from Mr.
Naokwegijig about the leg-
end of the frog monster and
how Manitoulin Island was
created and the second from
Ms. Berti, who shared a Bel-
gium legend about giants.

Students were asked to
close their eyes during the
stories and use their imagi-
nations to envision the char-
acters.

During discussion later
in the workshops, the stu-
dents were asked to think
about the emotions of the
two main characters and
talked about the similarities
and differences of the char-
acters.

Next, Ms. Bertiread a Bel-
gian tale entitled, ‘Bottom-
less Treasure of Greed,
where a man loses his heart,
only to be told that in order
for him to get his heart and
his emotions back, he must
have 13 dozen willing
hearts.

Ms. Berti told the stu-
dents that the students were
the willing hearts and that
during their next workshop
with the De-ba-jeh-mu-jig
Storytellers, they would dis-
cuss what the students felt
were the two greatest wish-
es of the frog monster and
giant, as well thinking of 10
things the students feel they
need to survive, given as
simple words.

Ms. Berti explained to
The Expositor that the list
of essential words deter-
mined by the different stu-
dents throughout the globe
would be unique to their life
and context.

At the end of phase one,
the groups will create and
share their lists via the
WWVTC, discussing with
the other student why they
chose certain words and
gaining understanding of
why certain words and con-
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Bruce Naokwegijig, on left kneeling with hand drum, of De-ba-jeh-mu-jig collaborates with Oupa Malatjie, centre foreground, standing, from
Tembisa Township in South Africa, in a Grade 6 classroom in Antwerp, Belgium.

cepts are important to each
of the groups.

Phase two of the project
will deal with visual repre-
sentations and will begin in
March and go until the end
of April. Students will
establish visual symbols of
their words and share them
with the other students
through the WWVTC, and
determine collectively
which symbols are the
clearest and most “univer-
sally understood for what
they represent,” explains
the project overview.

The final phase of the
project for this school year
will go from May until
June.

“Each individual symbol
will have the word in all
participating languages
written below it as text, as
well as an audio recording
of each word pronounced
in each different Ilan-
guage,” further explained
the project overview. “Stu-
dents will compose and
express ideas by selecting
the appropriate symbols in
a sequence and choosing
one of the audio represen-
tations of the word.”

Following the composi-
tions, the students will
share their representation
on the WWVC.

“Of all the partners we
are the most connected to
the natural world,”
explained Ms. Berti. “One
of the ideas behind the
project is that children in
many of the partner loca-
tions are not being taught

to sing and use their imagi-
nations. We are unique in
that we are surrounded by
nature and will be able to
share a very different daily
experience based on our
surroundings.”

Tessa Rose, age 12, from
Pontiac School’s Grade 7
Class said she was most
excited to connect with the
students from Belgium.

“It sounds pretty cool,”

said Tessa. “I did a theater
camp at De-ba-jeh-mu-jig
last March break, so I think
this should be good too.”

Shy Eagle, also from Pon-
tiac School’s Grade 7 class,
added that he was looking
forward to connecting with
the students from South
Africa.

The De-ba-jeh-mu-jig Sto-
rytellers will meet again
with students once weekly

photo supplied

until the end of the month,
completing phase one of the
project before moving on to
the next phases.

Ms. Berti and Mr. Naok-
wegijig left for Peru the day
following their first work-
shop with the Pontiac stu-
dents to work with their
WWVTC partners for a
week on the project.
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Porcelain Ceramic Tiles
2’ X 2’ - Instock Only $1.74/sq.ft.
These Iarge tiles will make an
impression in every home.
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Bamboo Flooring

Only $1.99/sq.ft.
Beautiful Eco Flooring.

Instock

Large Selection Of

Hardwood Flooring Also Available
WINTER HOURS:

Joahnna Berti tells the Belgian legend of giants to Pontiac School’s Grade 7 class in Wikwemikong as
part of The Worldwide Virtual Theatre project.
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...-ormer MPP Mike Brown feted
for service to Algoma-Manitoulin

...continued from page 3
“Mike Brown gave voices to
people who didn’t have voic-
es.”

Former Algoma-Mani-
toulin-Kapuskasing  MP
Brent St. Denis, who lost
his own seat a couple years
before Mr. Brown, reiterat-
ed his words from his own
retirement party. “Losing
sucks,” he said, “but I can
tell you that there is life
after politics and that life is
good.” Mr. St. Denis noted
that among the many
things that would not likely
be missed is the immense
travel involved in repre-
senting a Northern con-
stituency, although many
of Mr. St. Denis’ fondest
memories were the conver-
sations shared with Mr.
Brown on long drives to
mutual events in the terri-
tory they shared. “You
don’t miss the parades,”
said Mr. St. Denis. “You
miss the people.”

Tom Farquhar, long time
riding president and for-
mer constituency office
employee, acted as master
of ceremonies for the event
and described his own expe-
riences as a provincial Lib-
eral candidate and then
watching the reality of the
demands of the job. “Inever
regretted my decision to
not run again,” he said. “It
takes guts and determina-
tion to represent a riding
this size. You can drop all of
southern Ontario into this
riding. You can’t imagine
the time and effort that it
takes.”

Mr. Brown recalled his
first introduction to politics
by his grandmother “a true
Grit,” he said. His grand-
mother had taken him out
of school for the day. “That
never happened in those
days unless you were going
to the dentist or to the doc-
tor,” he said. Mr. Brown
described being taken to a
modest house a few doors
down where the Leader of
the Opposition at the time,
Lester B. Pearson, was
attending a barbecue.

“He took me aside and
talked to me for what must
have been five minutes,”
said Mr. Brown. “That
could never happen today,
with all of the handlers
guiding your every move. I
was hooked.”

Mr. Brown described his
first nomination meeting
on April 6, 1987. “It was

Keynote speaker Ontario Northern Development and Mines Minister Rick Bartolucci was one of many
community leaders lauding the accomplishments of Algoma-Manitoulin MPP Mike Brown during the 24
years Mr. Brown represented the riding at Queen’s Park.

attended by over 2,000 peo-
ple. One thousand, six-hun-
dred and eighty-four of
those cast votes.” In the
end, Mr. Brown won the
heavily contested nomina-
tion by a mere 80 votes.
“Nobody was more sur-
prised than I was,” he
laughed.

Shortly after Mr. Brown
entered the legislature as
an opposition MPP, news
broke of the massive layoffs
in Elliot Lake and he
described the challenges
facing a political represen-
tative in dealing with the
tumultuous boom bust
economy of the North.

“We have accomplished a
lot together,” said Mr.
Brown, noting that there
are 36 municipalities and 22
First Nations in the riding.
“There have been ups and
downs, especially in the
forestry industry and it is
down significantly lately.”
Mr. Brown went on to refer-
ence a new development
taking place in the industry
at the northwestern end of
the riding. “It will change
forestry and is recession
proof,” he said. “There is
light at the end of the tun-
nel.”

Mr. Brown described the
great honour he felt upon
being elected Speaker of
the Legislature by his
peers. He noted that while
he could not speak on
behalf of his riding in the
legislature during his
tenure as Speaker, he
foundthat he was able to

accomplish a great deal on
behalf of his riding. “No
politician is looked after
better,” he said. “It allowed
me to give Algoma-Mani-
toulin a prominence it
probably has never had.”

Mr. Brown went on to
thank many of the people
in attendance, including his
office staff, the riding vol-
unteers, such as long time
chief financial officer
Michael Addison, as well as
the many municipal lead-
ers in attendance, such as
Gary Brown of
Tehkummah. “Including
some of you of different
faiths,” he quipped. “What
I miss most of all is work-
ing with you.”

“Right now, I can tell you
that the most important
thing in my life is my
newest grandchild, Tay-
lor,” said Mr. Brown.

Mr. Brown was born on
April 18, 1950 in Sarnia. He
was educated at the Univer-
sity of Western Ontario
and Humber College before
working as a funeral direc-
tor. He was first elected to
the legislature in 1987,
where he served for 24
years until the riding was
won by the NDP and
Michael Mantha.

Mr. Brown served in a
wide variety of capacities
while in government,
including Parliamentary
Assistant to the Minister
of Natural Resources, Min-
ister of Northern Develop-
ment and Mines, Minister
Responsible for Aboriginal

..AOK gets premission to submit late
comments concerning wind project

Rudzki, senior project evaluation with the

...continued from page 3

properly informed to endorse or reject the
project, leaving them to ask for a suspen-
sion to the REA process, thus giving them
time to properly consult with band mem-
bers and gather information prior to sub-

mitting their comments.

“The council feels the duty to consult
and offer the community an opportunity to
fully understand the impact of wind farms
is a fundamental requirement,” Chief Cor-
biere previously told The Expositor.

On February 7, Chief Corbiere received
notification from the MOE Environmental
Approvals Branch, reiterating that the 60-
day public comment period had ended on
January 27, but that aboriginal consulta-
tion is very important to the MOE.

“We would be happy to receive any com-
ments, questions or concerns that you have
about the project,” responded Kristina

the project.

MOE Enivonmental Approvals Branch.
Chief Corbiere said that she was happy
with the MOE’s response and will be hold-
ing a meeting for all registered band mem-
bers of AOK to hear their direct input on

“This issue is about community commu-
nication,” explained Chief Corbiere. “The
community needs to be given a chance to
come forward and share their thoughts.
The wind farm is going to be in our back-
yard. There hasn’t been a public meeting
and information session for our communi-
ty and we need to become better informed
on the issues before we form an opinion.”

The AOK meeting, only open to regis-
tered band members, was be held on Tues-
day, February 21 at the AOK community
centre. For more information contact the
AOK band office at 705-368-2228.

photo by Michael Erskine

Affairs and the Minister of
Transportation. In opposi-
tion, he stood as critic for
all of those ministries.

During the 38th Parlia-
ment, Mr. Brown was elect-
ed as Speaker of the Leg-
islative = Assembly  of
Ontario, Chair of the
Board of Internal Economy
and a member of the Stand-
ing Committee on Govern-
ment Affairs. As Speaker,
he often served as a diplo-
matic representative of the
province both overseas and
at home.

Have you ever thought about BRACES?

Now you can have them done locally!

Dr. Bill Studzienny, Dentist
Call 705-282-2223 for your
FREE Consultation or
Dr. Lewis in Wikwemikong
Call 705-859-3476
Find out if braces are the right solution for you!
Referrals not required ¢ All work done at both locations.
Next Ortho Clinics
Wikwemikong - Friday, March 9th
Gore Bay - Saturday, March 10th

DROOKWOO
BRAE Gorr Cours

in Mindemoya

2012 MEMBERSHIP FEES

SINGLE.............. $ 649.00

COUPLE............. $1078.00
SENIOR.............. $ 572.00 (65 +)
JUNIOR.............. $ 352.00 (18 & UNDER)
FAMILY............ $1419.00

GREEN FEES

9 HOLES........... $22.00
18 HOLES......... $34.00

10 AND UNDER - %> PRICE WITH ADUL
65 AND OVER - 10% OFF
(ALL PRICES + HST)

PLEASE CALL TO JOIN MANITOULIN’S OLD
COURSE. FIRST 200 PAID MEMBERSHIPS

ACCEPTED. 705-377-4979 OR 705-377-5138

v

103-368-2223
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...\NP fails to contact Canadian Pacific Railway prior to deadline

...continued from page 3

seeking intervener status and responsibly requests addi-
tional time to prepare and file a formal letter of interven-
tion.”

The letter states that since CP did not receive notice until
February 1 and has not had sufficient time to fully review
and consider the materials provided by Northland.

“We respectfully request that the timelines that have
been identified be extended,” the letter further reads.

Northland Power responded to CP’s claim, recognizing
that they did fail to notify CP within the outlined timelines.

“McLean’s had determined that it inadvertently neglect-
ed to deliver this material to CP Rail,” writes Gordon Potts,

director of business development for McLean’s Mountain
Wind Limited Partnership in his correspondence with CP.
“As a property owner with land directly affected by the pro-
posed transmission line and facilities, you should have
received notice of this proceeding, and we apologize for
this omission.”

Rick Martin, manager of the McLean’s wind farm proj-
ect, commented to The Expositor that, “it was an unfortu-
nate oversight.”

“Unfortunately mistakes happen when humans are
involved,” Mr. Martin added.

Mr. Martin declined to comment further, referring ques-
tions to the documentation of the incident and Northland

Power’s comments on the Ontario Energy Board (OEB)
website.

“All the correspondence is contained on the OEB web-
site,” concluded Mr. Martin. “It is a very open and trans-
parent project.”

When The Expositor contacted the OEB regarding the
status of CP’s request, Kirsten Walli, board secretary,
replied that she was only able to comment that CP’s letter
had been received and that the request was “under consid-
eration.”

To read CP and Northland Power’s correspondence on
the issue visit www.ontarioenergyboard.ca/OEB.

..MICSEA references OFA wind statment calling for delay of wind farm

...continued from page 3

resents over 200 farmers on Manitoulin Island and that
“many of the concerns in the OFA position paper echo
those of MCSEA.”

They also reference their petition, signed by over 1,100
people, calling for a halt to the development of further
industrial wind facilities on Manitoulin Island.

“MCSEA is now asking for a motion from NEMI coun-
cil, calling for a delay in approval of the McLean’s Moun-
tain wind project until such time as the above issues are
resolved to the satisfaction of the community,” concluded
MCSEA’s letter.

The request caused a great deal of debate among coun-
cil, leaving many asking for two separate motions rather
than the proposed motion to, “support the Ontario Feder-
ation of Agriculture and MCSEA in a call for the delay of
the McLean’s Mountain wind farm project until the
attached concerns are addressed.” The wording of the
motion was proposed by Mayor Joe Chapman. It was
moved by Councillor Bill Koehler and seconded by
Councillor Christina Jones.

“I would like to make a friendly amendment to simply
support the OFA,” said Councillor Mike Erskine. “They
are two separate motions as far as I am concerned.”

Councillor Al MacNevin agreed, referring to the
OFA’s position.

“There has been a lot of media coverage with Mark
Wales, the president of the OFA, over this statement,”
began Councillor MacNevin. “He has clarified that the
OFA is not against wind energy or wanting to stop proj-
ects that are already in the works. In various interviews
he has said that the OFA is just calling for the govern-
ment not to issue any more FIT contracts. Either way,
the statement was recently released and it’s a bit early to
suggest that the OFA is opposed to all wind projects.”

Councillor Marcel Gauthier also spoke adding, “you
don’t have to be a scholar to see that the OFA is just
addressing proposed projects, not existing ones.”

“You’re putting two things together in the same bas-
ket,” added Councillor Erskine. “I would support the
OFA, but not in conjunction with MCSEA. Again, they
should be two separate motions. The motion that is on
the table is something that is not true. I can’t vote for a
motion that it a blatant lie because OFA did not say that
they are against the McLean’s Mountain Wind Farm.”

Great Canadian Adventure
Tour features Island sailing

by Stacey Lavallie

MANITOULIN—This past summer, two travellers
stopped on Manitoulin Island. What no one knew was
that they were more than just tourists—they were two
brothers, one the host of Outdoor Life Network’s ‘Which
Way To’ television program.

Jeff and Chris Eager, plus a small crew, were in the
process of travelling across Canada as part of the Great
Canadian Adventure Tour (GCAT).

It began after Jeff Eager moved back to the Maritimes
after hosting his international travel show. According to
a press release, he was “eager” to rediscover Canada.

As of The Expositor’s press time, the brothers are in
the Yukon. This summer they were introduced to Mani-
toulin Island’s sailing life by Little Current resident and
Cruiser’s Net host Roy Eaton.

The article and video written by the Eager brothers is
available on the GCAT website available at www.great-
canadianadventuretour.com.

“Whether you drive to the Island, sail there on your
own or land there on a cruise ship, you are going to have
a memorable time,” reads the website. “Famous
throughout Canada and the world as an incredible sail-
ing destination, Manitoulin Island has lots more to offer.
Natural beauty, a vibrant Native culture, friendly people
and a laid back atmosphere all make Manitoulin Island a
very special place.”

The journal entry about Manitoulin goes on to high-
light the unique facets of Island life, such as the “bucol-
ic villages and harbours,” world-class sailing that is sec-
ond only to Greece and the unique cultural region,
“where Native life and legend meld with European his-
tory to provide an unforgettable experience.”

To read the article and see the video, visit
http://owly/8UKKJ.

“This highlights the wind industry in Ontario,” replied
Mayor Chapman. “It has pinned farmer against farmer,
neighbours against each other, and even divided this
council.”

Despite Councillor Eskine’s comments that the motion
should be amended, it went forward with council defeat-
ing the motion.

Councillors Christina Jones, Bill Koehler and the may-
or voted in favor of the motion, while Councillors Ersk-
ine, Gauthier, MacNevin, Dawn Orr and Paul Skippen
voted against. Councillor Bruce Wood abstained from
voting, declaring a conflict of interest.

The Expositor spoke with Mr. Wales after Tuesday’s
meeting, explaining the situation and asking for clarifi-
cation on the OFA’s position on industrial wind turbines.

“We are not saying stop all wind projects,” explained

Mr. Wales. “We are just saying don’t issue any more FIT
contracts until they deal with the various outstanding
issues. We know that wind energy will be an important
source in the future, but the process needs to be slowed
down and looked at more carefully. We don’t need all the
power from wind turbines right now due to the recession,
but when we get out of this we will.”

Mr. Wales added that the OFA is strongly in support of
green energy, but simply wants the entire process
“slowed down” before moving forward with any new proj-
ects. He also stated that the government has actually not
issued any FIT contracts since October 2011 and is hop-
ing that the OFA’s position will prevent any projects in
the queue from moving forward until the OFA’s issues
with respect to noise, price and community involvement
are addressed by the Ontario government.

Anishinaabewin Niswi

DEEP ROOTS, NEW GROWTH

An educational and culture conference, presented by the Ojibwe Cultural Foundation and
Kenjgewin Teg Educational Institute.
Elders, students, scholars and educators speak about all things Anishinaabe. Open to all!

Topics include: Oral Traditions, Residential Schools, the |836 Manitowaning Treaty, Indigenous Environmental Education,

Bullying, Mental Health, Legal Issues in Education, Historical Research, Traditional Art and much more...

REGISTRATION REGULAR

2 days: $250, | day: $135

CONTACT INFO  Ojibwe Cultural Foundation
PO Box 278, 15 Hwy 551
M’Chigeeng, ON, POP [GO

info@ojibweculture.ca
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WORKSHOPS
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www.ojibweculture.ca

STUDENTS, ELDERS
2 days: $140, | day $75

Kenjgewin Teg Educational Institute
P.O. Box 328, 374 Hwy. 551

M’Chigeeng, ON, POP | GO
DirectorOperations@ktei.net

One table = $50 for one day or $75 for both days

Craft sessions (TBA) running throughout the conference, sign-up at registration desk.

MARCH 2-3, 2012

@ THE HOLIDAY INN, 1696 REGENT ST,

SUDBURY, ONTARIO (705-522-3000)

www.ktei.net
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