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MR. CYR Thank you. | amsorry to keep you.

The discussion this norning seems to have focussed on what | would
understand as requirenents planni ng, absolutely essential. There is no question
about it. It needs to take place. Any project has to have requirenents
pl anni ng.

And the needs assessnent related to that in the discussion so far is driven
by growth, and that, too, is entirely understandable in certainly southern
Ontario jurisdictions.

And the needs assessnent or the user consultation that mght take place is
so apparent that it is unnecessary. Gowth requires that the denmand be net.

In several instances across the panel, you have nentioned needs, when needs
arise and so on. | understand that you've got that covered when you are talking
about growt h.

I would like to know whet her, across the panel, you see nechani sns by which
an inquiry as to needs assessnment of the consuner takes place, apart from grow h.

In other words, is there a process that you see operating in the
distribution code or wherever, that facilitates, requires that there be an
inquiry as to need where it is not necessarily apparent, such as in growh?

MS. FRANK: Ckay, | think the -- we talked a little bit about the | onger
term that 20-year, and certainly Mke suggested that is one of the periods that
t hey | ook to.

I think that is the tine when we tend to look nore broadly than the
i Mmediate growth in an area. W look at: What is the expectation as to what
nm ght happen?

It is definitely the hardest piece to do and the piece that likely has a
fair anmount nore of social benefit. So certainly, in the north, where I know you
are quite interested, you have to go beyond just -- let's go actually to the far
north and the commnities we serve, the renpte communities.

Those conmunities have power today, but they are actually growing quite
extensively. There is sone of the |argest population growh in sone of those
conmunities. And when we | ook at them we need to say, Should we actually talk

about naki ng those connected communities, because what we're doing today, having



themall off grid and on diesel, is that really a 20-year solution? Is it?

Certainly we can't actually do sonething today to get them connected within
the next two to three years. Those are big projects. Those are expensive
proj ects.

And how much are they how nuch are they a governnent initiative, and how
much are they part of the utility industry? Because there is that social
benefit.

So | think the discussion can happen now, and | do know that in the OPA,
Joe Tonneguzzo has done quite a bit of work | ooking at how we m ght do soret hing
in the north.

But it is a bigger -- it is a longer-termpicture and it has all of the
chall enges with a 20-year plan, a lot of costs, along tine. W is going to pay
for it? It always cones back to, Wi is going to pay for it and when are we
going to pay for it?

M5. LLOYD: Thank you for that question. | think the place where -- one of
the obvi ous places for that needs assessnent to take place is in regional plans,
and | think |I agree that regional plans shouldn't be done just in response to a
large growmh load -- large growh in | oad.

I was interested in the discussion between CEB nenbers and panel nenbers on
t hat exenption in 6.3.6 and how that could be or should be applied.

I woul d suggest that there needs to be sone clear criteria. There needs to
be sone kind of a test as to: Wwen is a plan a plan?

I would say a plan is a plan when it is an outcone of a planning process.
So maybe the test needs to be around: What is that planning process? And I
think froma public interest perspective, it has to have a couple of el enents.
It has to have opportunity for public engagenent. It has to have an inforned and
neani ngful revi ew process. There needs to be transparency to the process, and
think there needs to be consultation, whether it is under the formal duty to

c' | think OPA prefers.

consult or begins in a nore formal, snall
But the duty to consult and accommbdate certainly needs to be incorporated.
I think that that needs assessnent al so should apply, and maybe the first
sub-regi onal or regional planning exercise we could ook at is this issue of the
remote conmunities, the non-grid communities. And we need to | ook there very --
you know, in a very positive way at needs and alternatives.

And | heard nore yesterday than today, it seened to nme, sone assunptions



that connecting to the grid is the obvious answer to the problem of diesel
generation, and | don't think that that is an assunption that any of us should
make.

We should be | ooking at how do we achi eve a dermand-supply bal ance at that
very local or sub-regional level, and | ook very seriously for alternatives prior
to ever considering not just the econom c expense, but the environnental expense

of a grid connection for those renbte comunities.



