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EB-2012-0087
IN THE MATTER OF the Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998, S.O. 1998, c.15 (Schedule B);

AND IN THE MATTER OF an Application by Union Gas Limited for an order or orders amending or varying the rate or rates charged to customers as of October 1, 2012.

INTERROGATORIES OF

BUILDING OWNERS AND OPERATORS ASSOCIATION, GREATER TORONTO
(BOMA)


Interrogatory #1

Ref:  Exhibit A, Tab 1, Page 3
Preamble.
The evidence stated that Union's approved 2011 rates included UDC of 4.4 PJ in Union North and 0.2 PJ in Union South.  Actual 2011 UDC was 2.0 PJ in Union North, and no PJ in Union South.

In 2011, Union North collected $6,217,000.00 in rates and Union South collected $147,000.00 in rates, but incurred UDC of only $525,000.00 in Union North and $0.00 in Union South.
(a)
Please explain why the increased UDC in Union North was only fifty percent of forecast UDC.

(b)
Please explain the difference, a factor of 12X, between the amount collected in rates in Union North relative to the UDC incurred, both in absolute terms, and relative to the difference in gas volumes forecast versus incurred, only a factor of 2X.

(c)
Please explain the variance between UDC forecast and incurred in Union South.

Interrogatory #2

Ref: Exhibit A, Tab 1, Page 13

Account No. 179-112 Gas Distribution Access Rule (GDAR) Costs.

(a)
Please provide a copy of Union's Customer Service Policy referred to at page 14.

(b)
Did Union apply for a Z-factor treatment for these costs in its 2012 rates application?  If not, why not?

(c)
When did Union begin work on the policy?  Please provide any contracts or other written communications between Union and the External Customer Service Provider on the subject.


Interrogatory #3

Ref: Exhibit A, Tab 1, Page 19

Account No. 179-120 International Financial Reporting Standards ("IFRS") Conversion Costs.
Please provide details on the amounts shown on the line "revenue requirement" for years 2010 through 2014 on Table 4 (page 19).


Interrogatory #4

Ref:  Exhibit A, Tab 1, Page 22
179-124 Harmonized Sales Tax

Please provide excerpts of the relevant parts of the tax legislation (regulations) referred to on pages 22 to 25, which underpin the creation of capital and O&M savings for Union.


Interrogatory #5

Ref: Exhibit A, Tab 2, Page 2

Please explain what "short-term exchange service revenue" is.  Please provide details and examples.


Interrogatory #6

Ref: Exhibit A, Tab 3, Page 2

Unabsorbed Demand Cost Variance Account.

Please explain in detail how UDC arises in Union North.  Why is UDC allocated to both sales gas customers and direct purchase customers?

Interrogatory #7

Ref: Exhibit A, Tab 3, Page 5

Please provide a breakdown of the 2011 DSM spent between June 1, 2011 and December 31, 2011.

Interrogatory #8

Ref: Exhibit A, Tab 3, Page 6, Line 13

Allocation of HST Related Operations and Maintenance Savings.

Why is the cost of gas excluded from O&M costs in this calculation?


Interrogatory #9

Ref: Exhibit A, Tab 3, Page 7

Please show the difference in allocation by rate class of the low-income incentive if it were allocated across all claims based on DSM spent.

Interrogatory #10
Ref: Exhibit A, Tab 4, Page 4

(a)
Is the 21,101 GJ/d of firm supply delivered to Dawn via MichCon, a part of the 25,000 firm capacity on Panhandle, or is it 20,000 btus additional to 25,000 btus to Ojibway?  If yes, what is the estimated UDC on unused portion of the Panhandle capacity from the Panhandle/MichCon interconnect to Ojibway?  Please provide details and a diagram.

(b)
Why is all the gas from the Panhandle Field Zone not routed through Ojibway to Dawn?

(c)
Please explain the meaning of "Exchange Service" at page 7.

Interrogatory #11

Ref: Exhibit A, Tab 4, Page 10

TransCanada Pipelines Contract

Is the arrangement described on pages 11 to 12 a backhaul arrangement?  Please explain fully.
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