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Ontario Energy  
Board  
 

 
Commission de l’Énergie 
de l’Ontario 
 

 

 
 

EB-2012-0306 
 

IN THE MATTER OF the Municipal Franchises Act, R.S.O. 
1990, c. M.55, as amended;  
 
AND IN THE MATTER OF an application by Enbridge Gas 
Distribution Inc. for an order extending the term of the right 
to construct or operate works for the distribution of gas, and 
the right to extend or add to the works, in the Town of 
Aurora. 
 
AND IN THE MATTER OF an application by Enbridge Gas 
Distribution Inc. for an order directing and declaring that the 
assent of the municipal electors of the Town of Aurora to the 
by-law is not necessary. 

 
 
By delegation, before: Neil McKay 
 

 
DECISION AND ORDER 

September 20, 2012 
 
Enbridge Gas Distribution Inc. filed an application with the Ontario Energy Board on July 
3, 2012 under section 9 of the Municipal Franchises Act (the “Act”) seeking an order of 
the Board approving the terms and conditions upon which, and the period for which, the 
Corporation of the Town of Aurora is, by by-law, to grant to the applicant the right to 
distribute, store and transmit gas in and through the Town of Aurora. The applicant has 
also applied for an order of the Board directing and declaring that the assent of the 
municipal electors of the Town of Aurora to the by-law is not necessary.   
 
The Board has assigned EB-2012-0306 to this application. 
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The applicant submitted a resolution passed by Council of the Town of Aurora on June 
18, 2012, approving the form of the draft by-law is not necessary.  
 
The applicant has a franchise agreement with the Town of Aurora which expires 
December 17, 2012. The applicant also has a Certificate of Public Convenience and 
Necessity (F.B.C. 78) granting the applicant the right to construct works to supply 
natural gas within the Town of Aurora. The proposed franchise agreement covers the 
same territory as that covered by the existing franchise agreement and is in the form of 
the 2000 Model Franchise Agreement. 
   
The Board’s Notice of Application and Hearing was published on July 26, 2012. There 
were no intervenors. 

The Board finds that it is in the public interest to grant the applications and requires that 
approval be given.  
 
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED THAT:  
 
1. The terms and conditions upon which, and the period for which, the Town of Aurora 

is, by by-law, to grant to Enbridge Gas Distribution, the right to construct and operate 
works for the distribution, transmission and storage of natural gas and the right to 
extend and add to the works in the Town of Aurora, as set out in the franchise 
agreement attached as Appendix A, are approved. 

2. The assent of the municipal electors of the Town of Aurora to the by-law is not 
necessary. 

 
DATED at Toronto, September 20, 2012 
ONTARIO ENERGY BOARD  
 
 
Original Signed By 
 
Kirsten Walli 
Board Secretary  
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EB-2012-0306 

 
DATED: September 20, 2012 

 
Franchise Agreement for  

The Corporation of the Town of Aurora 



Model Franchise Agreement 

THIS AGREEMENT effective this  day of   , 2012 
 
BETWEEN:  

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF AURORA  
hereinafter called the "Corporation" 

 
 

- and - 
 
 

ENBRIDGE GAS DISTRIBUTION INC.  
hereinafter called the “Gas Company" 

WHEREAS the Gas Company desires to distribute, store and transmit gas in the 
Municipality upon the terms and conditions of this Agreement; 
 
AND WHEREAS by by-law passed by the Council of the Corporation (the  
"By-law"), the duly authorized officers have been authorized and directed to execute this 
Agreement on behalf of the Corporation; 
 
THEREFORE the Corporation and the Gas Company agree as follows: 

Part I - Definitions 

1. In this Agreement:  
a. "decommissioned" and "decommissions" when used in connection with parts 

of the gas system, mean any parts of the gas system taken out of active use 
and purged in accordance with the applicable CSA standards and in no way 
affects the use of the term 'abandoned' pipeline for the purposes of the 
Assessment Act;  

b. "Engineer/Road Superintendent" means the most senior individual employed 
by the Corporation with responsibilities for highways within the Municipality or 
the person designated by such senior employee or such other person as may 
from time to time be designated by the Council of the Corporation;  

c. "gas" means natural gas, manufactured gas, synthetic natural gas, liquefied 
petroleum gas or propane-air gas, or a mixture of any of them, but does not 
include a liquefied petroleum gas that is distributed by means other than a 
pipeline;  
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