























Index of Attachments

1 — Directive to Ontario Energy Board from Minister of Energy — July 7, 2000
‘Protect the interests of consumers, etc.
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Section 2.3 — Protection of Prime Agricultural Lands
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Section 2.3 — Protection of Prime Agricultural Lands- re-emphasized

3 — Directive to Ontario Energy Board from Minister of Energy — May 16, 2007
Stray voltage in the farm sector

4 — Letter to Premier McGuinty - January 3, 2011
From Simcoe Solar Farm Awareness Project
Chair - Nancy Robinson
Includes - Discussion on Land Classifications
- Excerpts from document issued in October 2010 by Sussex Strategy Group

5 — Document by Peter Galloway
Sample of comments presented to Ministry of Environment — December 21, 2011
Midhurst 3
Even though this Project is not up for discussion, the intent is to show the level of
understanding we have, and the type of comments submitted to the MOE on the Environmental
Registry. Unfortunately, many of us identified ourselves on those submissions and as such, the
MOE may have discarded many comments that were relevant.

6 — Letter from Township of Severn Mayor and Council - November 14, 2012
Discusses some of the concerns at sites under construction in Severn
The Township of Severn has had many issues with the nature of Recurrent Energy’s business

7 — Brochure (or copy) - Current
Stray voltage workshop for interested parties
Sponsored by local agricultural organization

8 — Petitions (copies) -Current
Prepared from originals for presentation to legislature at a date when there is a sitting assembly

9 — Letter(e-mail) from concerned citizen
This person, with her young family, lives next to a Recurrent Energy project in Severn
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Bernard Pope

From:  Cindy Hillard |
Sent: November-25-12 8:12 AM

To: Bernard

Subject: solar Fit projects and Recurrent energy as neighbours
Dear Mr. Pope,

| am writing first of all to let you know that | support your efforts to preserve farmland. FIT solar projects do not
belong on farmland or food producing land.

There are many alternatives for solar energy.

| became aware of these projects when my neighbour decided to lease his land to Recurrent Energy for a solar
FIT project. | have been doing my best to educate people about the pitfalls of this initiative by our government.
Less than 13% of Ontario is farmland and there are now 7 billion people on earth. We must preserve food
producing land for future generations. Farmland is threatened by development and "progress". Last summer my
neighbour grew a very healthy crop of soy beans on the property while Recurrent Energy awaited approval from
the MOE.

My neighbour's farmland has been improved over the past 50 years since the Land Inventory Maps were created
in 1962. According to these maps the land is mostly class 3. It is very likely that with the upgrading of the soil
over these past years, the land classification is now 1 or 2.

My efforts to oppose this project across the road from our home have been ignored and the project is currently
under construction.

| have had numerous difficulties since the project began. Recurrent energy began by using an unapproved
access to the property at the foot of my driveway. Large machinery was entering the property causing a danger
to my family.

Recurrent Energy finally gained approved access to the property underhandedly. Our Mayor, Mike Burkett, asked
the company for the site-specific soil studies required to ensure the land is classified properly before construction
and Recurrent's Engineer, Donald Ling, assured him the studies were included in their report. The Mayor granted
the access and discovered later that the studies were not provided. Recurrent's lawyer, apologized for Mr. Ling's
statement and Recurrent went ahead with the project without ever supplying the Mayor with those studies. To this
day we are still asking for the studies.

Recurrent Energy advised us they would carry out well testing monthly during construction. They came and
tested our well in March 2012 and | did not hear from them again until the end of August when | emailed them
asking when they would be testing again. Only then did they begin sending some one monthly. | am also
concerned that when they begin taking water for washing the panels that my well may go dry. Our family has a 16
foot dug well that is spring fed. We know our limits for water usage.

Construction is continuing 7 days a week. At first our family adjusted to the constant beeping sound of backing up
machinery and we requested they at least start work after 8am when we were on our way to school and work.

More recently they have been drilling into the bedrock below the topsoil. This drilling resonates through our
heads every day and causes anxiety for my family and pets. It was only when | finally emailed them for some
relief on Rememberance Day that they informed me they would stop drilling on weekends. However, the very
next weekend they were drilling again, and | had to again ask them to stop. Bob Leah then explained to me that
his crew did not get the message he had relayed the week before and apologized.

Recurrent Energy told us in their public information meetings that they would remove the topsoil and preserve it
before starting construction. This never happenned. They are building on the topsoil.

Recurrent's own employees, recently informed me that a strip of land adjacent to the road in front of my home
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would be returned to the landowner because the municipality required a setback from the road. He then told me
the landowner intends to grow hay on it. A representative of Recurrent then pointed at the site of the unapproved
access they had been using and asked me how the landowner would grow hay on "that rock"? The so-called rock
he referred to was a hill that Recurrent Energy poured gravel all over and turned in to a driveway. The landowner
and his father had previously grown hay on it for 50 years. Perhaps Recurrent Energy should decomission that
"rock" so the landowner can indeed grow hay again.

There is a continual throbbing humming sound coming from the construction site all night. | do not know what the
sound is. | can only surmise possibly a generator? Again this is a constant aggrivation to our family.

| am concerned about the noise from invertors and generators once the project is operational. | am concerned
about the possibility of stray voltage.

Severn Township is soon to become a solar industrial wasteland. Seven FIT solar sites are proposed within a
10km radius of our farm.

These large scale solar FIT projects are tearing our farming communities apart. It is a fine line between
agriculture and agribusiness. The first promotes local small scale farming and their communities, and the second
exists for money alone.

We must think 7 generations ahead to preserve food producing land for our grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. | am a single mom with 4 children. | own farmland which | lease out for pasture. |too was
approached by these solar companies to lease my land for our government, and | turned that offer down. There
are more important things than money. My children and | live comfortably, and we are healthy and happy.

Thank-you Mr. Pope for your efforts to put a stop to this unlimited madness. Municipalities need to have input into
their location, and site-specific soil studies need to be done on each property to protect good farmland.

Cindy Hillard and family
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