R. Paul Martin Construction Co. Ltd.

City Place II

1473 John Counter Blvd., Suite 400 

Kingston, ON   K7M 8Z6

(P) 613-548-7136    (F) 613-548-3182

E-mail:  mg@martingroup.ca
   Website:  www.martingroup.ca

April 18, 2008
Zora Crnojacki

Project Advisor

Applications, Market Operations

Ontario Energy Board

Sent via e-mail: Zora.Crnojacki@oeb.gov.on.ca

Ms. Crnojacki:

Thank-you for the call re: (EB-2008-0050) Canadian Renewable Energy Corporation expropriation of our land:

1. A permanent easement through land owned by Carylanne Martin in trust, having an approximate area of 101 square meters, designated as Part 10 on the draft reference Plan of Survey prepared by Leslie M. Higginson Surveying Limited bearing File No. KI’N2-10 LMH 27-1, being part of Lot 10, Concession 2, in the City (formerly the Geographic Township of Kingston) in the County of Frontenac;

2. A permanent easement through land owned by R. Paul Martin Construction Co. Ltd., having an approximate area of 104 square meters, designated as Part 11 on the draft reference Plan of Survey prepared by Leslie M. Higginson Surveying Limited bearing File No. KI’N2-10 LMH 27-1, being part of Lot 10, Concession 2, in the City of Kingston (formerly the Geographic Township of Kingston) in the County of Frontenac.

Could you please explain how the Ontario Energy Board makes its decision for expropriation?  What is section 99 of the Ontario Energy Board Act 1998, S.O. 1998, c. 15 (Schedule B) (the “Act”)?  Why is it the Board’s opinion that it is in the public interest to expropriate our land?  

Would you please explain subsection 99(5) of the Act?  Why is the Board able to recommend expropriation but is not involved with compensation?  Please explain section 100 of the Act and section 27 of the Expropriation Act.  Please also explain how the Ontario Municipal Board process works.

I wish to actively participate in the proceeding and request intervener status.  I ask that this be an oral hearing in Kingston, Ontario.  We seek costs from the applicant for all proceedings; these costs would include our lawyers and consultants required to answer questions and to provide information for the hearings.   We also request that all studies, reports, and any other expense with regard to these hearings be reimbursed by the applicant.

R. Paul Martin Construction Company Limited is a small local builder that studies and focuses on strategic land development.  When we purchase property, we investigate in great detail all aspects of the site and surrounding properties before purchasing.  This is to ensure a comprehensive understanding of all easement, right-of-ways, utilities, and location of any other services.  It is through this strategic process that we purchase and acquire land.  Our company focuses in specific areas, taking advantage of micro-economic efficiencies.

Our developments evolve over time as new opportunities present themselves.  The more easements and right-of-ways that cross a site, the more complex and encumbered the site becomes.  This translates into very costly and time-consuming delays in development.  Our organizations have experience with many different scenarios where a minor easement, right-of-way, or land agreement has been very detrimental to our evolving future developments.  These seemingly at the time minor agreements have ended up with extreme undue hardship in trying to place buildings and other services.  In order to attempt to rectify these obstacles, we have been faced with sky rocketing costs and non-efficient land usage.  
I am not against the Wolfe Island Wind Plant.  As a small business owner, I ask you to respect the financial hardships that this will put on me.  This may be the most cost-effective route for the Applicant but very detrimental to me.

Thank-you for your concern,
Paul Martin
Operations Manager
R. Paul Martin Construction Co. Ltd.
