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December 20, 2013 
 
VIA COURIER, EMAIL, RESS 
 
 
Ms. Kirsten Walli 
Board Secretary 
Ontario Energy Board 
2300 Yonge Street, 27th Floor 
Toronto, ON  
M4P 1E4 
 
Dear Ms. Walli: 
 
Re:   EB-2011-0140: East-West Tie Line Designation 

Monthly Report December 20, 2013 
 
Enclosed for filing is the monthly report for Upper Canada Transmission, Inc. 
(“NextBridge”), a copy of which was filed through RESS earlier today. 
 
Please note that, as discussed in the report, NextBridge has engaged Aird & Berlis LLP 
to provide legal counsel in relation to the leave to construct application and we ask that 
the Board direct correspondence related to the monthly reports and matters leading up 
to the leave to construct filing  as follows: 
 
Tania Persad, Senior Legal Counsel, 
Enbridge Gas Distribution 

Address: 500 Consumers Road 
Willowdale, Ontario M2J 1P8 
Telephone: (416) 495-5891 
Email: tania.persad@enbridge.com 
 

Fred Cass, Aird & Berlis LLP Address: Brookfield Place, P.O. Box 754 
Suite 1800, 181 Bay Street 
Toronto, Ontario M5J 2T9 
Telephone: (416) 865-7742  
Email: fcass@airdberlis.com  

  
Yours truly, 
 
(Original Signed) 
 
Tania Persad 
Senior Legal Counsel, Enbridge Gas Distribution Inc. 
 
 

mailto:tania.persad@enbridge.com
mailto:fcass@airdberlis.com
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EB-2011-0140  

ONTARIO ENERGY BOARD 

 

IN THE MATTER OF sections 70 and 78 of the Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998; 

AND IN THE MATTER OF a Board-initiated proceeding to designate an electricity 
transmitter to undertake development work for a new electricity transmission line 
between Northeast and Northwest Ontario: the East-West Tie Line. 

 

UPPER CANADA TRANSMISSION, INC.  
(d/b/a NextBridge Infrastructure) 

 
Monthly Report  

December 20, 2013 
 

1. By the Decision and Order dated August 7, 2013 (Decision), the Ontario Energy 

Board (OEB or Board) decided that the designated transmitter for the 

development phase of the proposed East-West Tie Line (EWT Project) is 

NextBridge Infrastructure (NextBridge). 

2. In accordance with Ordering Paragraph 2 (page 42) of the Decision and the 

Board’s September 26, 2013 Decision and Order regarding Reporting by 

Designated Transmitter, NextBridge provides this monthly report. This report 

reflects the financial status of development work on the EWT Project through 

November 30, 2013. Other aspects of this report are current as of the close of 

business on the last business day prior to the filing date. 

3. This report is organized as follows:  

(a) A summary report on overall EWT Project progress. 

(b) A cost summary providing details for each cost category included in 
NextBridge’s Board approved development cost budget of: i) actual costs 
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to date; ii) percentage of budgeted costs spent to date; iii) updated budget 
forecast (if applicable); and iv) forecast variance. Reasons for any forecast 
variance and associated mitigating measures for negative forecast 
variances are also provided. 

(c) A summary of the status of NextBridge’s Board approved development 
milestones, indicating those that are complete and the status (i.e. on 
schedule, ahead of schedule or delay/potential delay) of those in progress. 
If any delay or potential delay in achievement of any of the milestones has 
been identified, the reasons for the delay, the magnitude and impact of the 
delay on the broader development schedule and cost, and mitigating steps 
that have been or will be taken, are reviewed. 

(d) A summary of risks and issues that have arisen during development work, 
including discussion of potential impact of any such developments on 
schedule, cost or scope, and discussion of options for mitigating or 
eliminating the risk or issue. This section also provides an update on any 
previously identified risks or issues. 

Overall Project Progress 

4. Overall during this period, work towards all milestones continued to progress and 

the EWT Project is on schedule. 

5. In respect of engineering work activities: 

(a) Draft load cases for the conductor and structures have been prepared in 
support of finalizing the design criteria and are under review; 

(b) Preliminary tower performance drawings and loadings were completed 
and an RFP has been issued to steel tower manufacturers in an effort to 
competitively source and contract the tower engineering, testing and 
supply; and 

(c) Field LIDAR aerial survey work was completed capturing the reference 
route and most of the alternate routes.  KBM Resources Group has begun 
to process the data and the remaining survey areas will be captured in 
spring 2014 when weather conditions permit along with any other 
modifications, as needed, based on route modelling.   

6. In respect of route selection, land/ROW acquisition and community/municipal 

consultation activities: 
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(a) Discussions with landowners and permitting agencies have continued.     
Since the EWT Project November 21, 2013 Monthly Report was 
submitted, and in substantial compliance with the revised milestone target 
date of December 16, 2013, all identified permitting agencies and 
substantially all landowners have been engaged as described below. 

The final permitting agency was engaged on December 17, 2013. 
Discussions have been commenced with approximately 90% of 
landowners along the reference route and 78% of landowners along the 
alternate routes.  The outstanding landowners for whom discussions have 
not yet been commenced represent landowners of miscellaneous 
properties with PIN numbers relating to phantom titles, transfers of 
ownership not recorded, an estate, and crown dispositions expired but not 
removed from title (Miscellaneous Properties).  On December 16 
NextBridge met with and provided mapping and PIN information related to 
the Miscellaneous Properties to the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources 
(MNR) for further information and clarification.  Efforts to commence 
discussions with landowners of the Miscellaneous Properties will continue 
once additional information and/or clarification is provided by MNR. When 
the Miscellaneous Properties are excluded, NextBridge has commenced 
discussions with 100% of reference route landowners and 97% of 
alternate route landowners. 

 

(b) Activities within the community/municipal consultation area included: 

(i) Hosting six EWT Project Open Houses at locations along the 
reference and alternate routes in early December, specifically 
Marathon, Nipigon, Terrace Bay, Thunder Bay, Wawa and White 
River;  

(ii) Preparing open house materials, including various fact sheets, 
frequently asked questions and other public information documents.  
These materials were available at the open houses starting on 
December 2, 2013.  Copies of the open house materials available 
at the Open Houses are attached to this report for the information 
of the Board at Schedule A.  These materials will also be available 
to the public and identified potentially impacted individuals and 
groups throughout consultation activities, through land agent 
interactions in the field, and have also been posted on the EWT 
Project website at www.nextbridge.ca.  Some of the open house 
materials have also been translated into French for appropriate 
publication and distribution; and 

http://www.nextbridge.ca/
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(iii) Attending meetings with various Chamber of Commerce 
organizations. 

(c) Activities in respect of route selection, land/ROW acquisition included: 

(i) Continued updating of the line list through in-person Land Titles 
office visits, municipal tax roll review, further investigations with 
relevant Crown agencies and physical visits to specific properties; 

(ii) Initiation of discussions with Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) 
regarding  land related issues on the EWT Project; 

(iii) Issuance of various RFPs associated with work related to land 
acquisition support, land surveys and appraisals; 

(iv) Preparation of draft forms of agreement for land acquisition; and 

(v) Preparation for and participation in the EWT Project December 
Open Houses. 

7. Aboriginal engagement, consultation and participation activities included: 

(a) Submission of a draft First Nations and Métis Consultation Plan to the 
Ontario Ministry of Energy for review and comment in accordance with 
subparagraph 4.1(b) of the Memorandum of Understanding signed 
between NextBridge and the Ministry of Energy (MOU).  Comments were 
received on December 19, 2013 and are under review; 

(b) Meeting with the Métis Nation of Ontario to establish a separate 
memorandum of understanding with NextBridge to develop the 
parameters for consultation; 

(c) Further engagement through meetings with members of the 14 First 
Nations identified in the MOU as potentially affected by the EWT Project in 
order to shape consultation in their respective communities.  Attached at 
Schedule B is Appendix A to the MOU listing the respective communities; 

(d) Continued discussions with the  Aboriginal communities that are closest to 
the proposed  EWT Project routes as to the nature of their participation; 
and 

(e) Preparation for and participation in the EWT Project December Open 
Houses. 

8. In respect of environmental assessment work, activities included: 
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(a) Continued drafting of the Terms of Reference; 

(b) Completed initiation of discussions with all permitting agencies related to 
the EWT Project in substantial compliance with the revised target date for 
milestone 12; 

(c) Preparation for and participation in the EWT Project December Open 
Houses; and 

(d) Submission of a project description to Parks Canada for review. 

9. Additional general updates for the reporting period include: 

(a) In its November 21 Monthly Report (paragraph 9(a)), NextBridge noted 
that it was awaiting a response from Hydro One with respect to its 
proposed Connection Cost Estimate Agreement. On December 6, 2013 
NextBridge received comments from Hydro One and is currently reviewing 
those comments. 

(b) The procedural steps respecting the appeal by the Ojibways of Pic River 
First Nation (Pic River) of the Board’s designation decision indicated in our 
previous update are proceeding on schedule, with a view to the appeal 
being perfected by January 13, 2014. The appeal remains scheduled to be 
heard in Toronto on Wednesday April 2, 2014 and Thursday April 3, 2014. 

(c) In November 2013, NextBridge engaged Aird & Berlis LLP to provide legal 
counsel in relation to the EWT Project leave to construct and related rate 
applications. 

(d) NextBridge continues to conduct a rigorous search for a permanent 
Project Director and has discussed the opportunity with several 
candidates. To date, NextBridge has not yet engaged a suitable Project 
Director. Under the direct supervision of the NextBridge Board of 
Directors, project leads continue to develop the project. As requested by 
the Board, NextBridge will keep it informed of the status of this search. 

Cost Summary 

10. Table 1, below, details for each cost category included in NextBridge’s Board 

approved development cost budget: i) actual costs to date; ii) percentage of 

budgeted costs spent to date; iii) updated budget forecast (if applicable); and iv) 

forecast variance. 

11. There are no development cost forecast changes arising from work to date. 
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Table 1: Budgeted Costs Status 

 

 PROJECT TO DATE  TOTAL PROJECT ESTIMATE 
        

Cost Category Actual1 

% of 
total 

budget  Forecast Budget 
Variance 

$ 
Variance 

% 
Budgeted        
 
Engineering, Design 
and Procurement 
Activity 

       
$531,961  5.0%   $10,553,292  

 
$10,553,292               -    0% 

 
Permitting and 
Licensing               -    0.0%         47,320         47,320               -    0% 
 
Environmental and 
Regulatory Approvals      380,599  10.6%     3,592,680     3,592,680               -    0% 
 
Land Rights 
(Acquisitions or 
options) 

         
327,696  16.5%     1,991,000     1,991,000               -    0% 

 
First Nation and 
Métis Consultation 

       
145,838  8.5%     1,724,000     1,724,000               -    0% 

Other Consultation 
           

38,622  7.8%        496,001        496,001               -    0% 
 
Regulatory (legal 
support, rate case 
and LTC filings)      249,819  25.4%        985,000        985,000               -    0% 
 
Interconnection 
Studies               -    0.0%        179,000        179,000               -    0% 
 
Project Management      252,286  19.4%     1,300,000     1,300,000               -    0% 
 
Contingency 
(Engineering, Design 
and Procurement)               -    0.0%     1,529,708     1,529,708               -    0% 

Total Budgeted 
     

$1,926,821  8.6%   $22,398,001  
 

$22,398,001               -    0% 
 

12. Table 2, below, details costs to date not included in NextBridge’s Board approved 

development cost budget. This table includes two categories of cost expressly 

                                            
1 “Actual” refers to actual costs plus estimated accruals. 
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excluded from the development cost budget filed by NextBridge: First Nation and 

Métis land acquisition costs and First Nation and Métis participation costs (see 

NextBridge Response to Interrogatory 26 to all applicants, attachment 1). 

13. The “Other” category on Table 2 records unbudgeted costs that are, for the most 

part, related to the Notice of Appeal filed by Pic River in the Ontario Divisional 

Court in respect of the Decision. 

Table 2: Unbudgeted Costs 

Cost Category 
Project to Date 

Actual2 
   
Not Budgeted  
 
First Nation and Métis Land Acquisition                     $2,478    
 
First Nation and Métis Participation                     2,478    
 
Other Costs Not included in Budgeted Categories 60,638 
 
Carrying Cost 370 
 
Taxes and Duties                     -    
Total Not Budgeted $65,964 

 

Development Milestone Summary 

14. Table 3, below, provides a summary of the status of NextBridge’s Board 

approved development milestones, indicating those that are complete and the 

status of those in progress (i.e. on schedule, ahead of schedule or delay/potential 

delay). 

15. For each of the Board approved milestones, Table 3 provides: 

(a) The Board approved milestone date. 

(b) The status of those milestones due within 3 months of the reporting date. 

                                            
2 “Actual” refers to actual costs plus estimated accruals. 
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(c) A “revised forecast date” if applicable, indicating NextBridge’s current 
forecast of the date for completion of the relevant milestone if the current 
forecast differs from the Board approved date. 

16. NextBridge has focussed, for the purposes of this reporting, on the status of 

those milestones due within 3 months of the reporting date in order to highlight 

the development activities in respect of which efforts are primarily focussed, and 

which are of most immediate relevance to project progress and status. At this 

early stage in project development, but for this approach all milestones would 

indicate “On schedule”, but such information would be of limited use to the Board 

given that the relevant milestones are currently far out in time. As the 

development work progresses, the status column will be completed for more of 

the milestones.  

17. NextBridge does review its development schedule on a monthly basis, in 

conjunction with preparation of these monthly reports, and should an issue or risk 

regarding a milestone that is scheduled beyond 3 months from the reporting date 

be identified, NextBridge will nonetheless report on that issue or risk, and include 

an appropriate status indication and revised forecast date in Table 3. 
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Table 3: Milestone Progress and Status 

Engineering Milestones 
 
 Milestone Board Approved 

Date 
Status Revised 

Forecast Date 
1 Initiate engineering 13 Sep 2013 Completed  
2 Sign contract for engineering 31 Oct 2013 Completed  
3 Finalize design criteria for conductor 

and structure 
31 Jan 2014 On schedule  

4 Complete conductor optimization study 7 Mar 2014 On schedule  
5 File request for a System Impact 

Assessment (SIA) with the IESO 
12 Mar 2014 On schedule  

6 Status report on progress toward 
finalization of structure choice 

31 Mar 2014   

7 Obtain senior management approval of 
the structure configuration proposal 

1 July 2014   

8 Complete aerial surveys 14 Oct 2014   
9 Receive final SIA from the IESO 21 Nov 2014   

Route Selection, Land/ROW Acquisition and Community/Municipal Consultation 
Milestones 
 
 Milestone Board Approved 

Date 
Status Revised 

Forecast Date 
10 Prepare list of landowners along the 

ROW 
10 Oct 2013 Completed  

11 Complete design of Landowner, 
Community and Municipal Consultation 
Plan 

1 Nov 2013 
Completed 

 

12 Commence negotiations or discussions 
with all landowners and permitting 
agencies 

25 Nov 2013 Substantially 
completed as 
per paragraph 

6(a) 

See paragraph 
6(a) 

13 Finalize proposed route and obtain 
senior management approval 

1 Jul 2014   
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Aboriginal Engagement, Consultation and Participation Milestones 
 
 Milestone Board Approved 

Date  
Status Revised 

Forecast Date 
14 Send introductory correspondence to 

aboriginal communities 
30 Aug 2013 Completed  

15 Initial meeting with Ministry of Energy 
regarding the MOU for delegation 

15 Sept 2013 
Completed 

 

16 Complete initial/introductory contact 
with all aboriginal communities 
identified by the Ministry of Energy 

30 Sept 2013 
Completed 

 

17 Sign MOU with Ministry of Energy 
regarding the delegation 

5 Nov 2013 Completed  

18 Complete design of First Nations and 
Métis Participation Plan with community 
input 

2 Jan 2014 
On schedule 

 

19 Complete design of First Nations and 
Métis Consultation Plan with community 
input 

2 Jan 2014 
On schedule 

 

Environmental Assessment (Provincial) Milestones 
 
 Milestone Board Approved 

Date 
Status Revised 

Forecast Date 
20 Consult with environmental agencies 

(Ministry of Environment, Ministry of 
Natural Resources, Parks Canada and 
Ontario Parks) 

10 Oct 2013 

Completed 

 

21 Issue notice of draft Terms of 
Reference (ToR) available for review 

16 Jan 2014 On schedule  

22 File Environmental Assessment ToR 28 Feb 2014 On schedule  
23 Initiate wildlife, aquatics and early 

season vegetation assessments 
1 May 2014   

24 Approval of Environmental Assessment 
ToR 

3 Jul 2014   

25 Complete Environmental Assessment 
Consultation Report  

27 Jan 2015   

26 Submit Environmental Assessment to 
Ministry of Environment 

27 Jan 2015 
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Leave to Construct Milestone  
 
 Milestone Board Approved 

Date 
Status Revised 

Forecast Date 
27 Submit Leave to Construct (LTC) 

application 
28 Jan 2015   

 

18. In respect of the milestone substantially completed during this reporting period: 

(a) Milestone 12: Commence negotiations or discussions with all 
landowners and permitting agencies. See discussion in paragraph 6(a) 
above.  Attached at Schedule C is a table listing the identified permitting 
agencies, the date upon which each agency was engaged and the means 
by which project information was initially provided as proof of completion 
of this component of the milestone.   

Attached at Schedule D is a line list which provides landowner-specific 
notification information as proof of completion of the landowner 
engagement component of the milestone.  In accordance with Rule 9A of 
the Board’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, the names and municipal 
addresses of the landowners have been removed.  Non-redacted versions 
of these lists will be filed with the Board Secretary.  Please note that the 
Item numbers listed in the line list do not correlate with those included in 
the Reference Route Line List and Variant Route Supplemental Line List 
submitted as part of the EWT Project October 21, 2013 Monthly Report.  
Although the PIN numbers correlate, the line list appended to this Monthly 
Report represents an updated and more comprehensive line list for the 
EWT Project and should be used for reference purposes going forward.  A 
copy of the written notification materials provided to landowners and 
permitting agencies in initiating negotiations and discussions related to the 
EWT Project were previously provided to the Board at Schedule A to the 
EWT Project November 21, 2013 Monthly Report.   

19. With respect to milestones due within the next 3 months, activity is on track to 

achieve the relevant milestones in accordance with the Board approved target 

dates. 

Issues/Risks/Mitigation Summary 

20. This section of NextBridge’s monthly report provides a summary of risks and 

issues that have arisen during development work, including discussion on 
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potential impact of any such developments on schedule, cost or scope, and of 

options for mitigating or eliminating the risk or issue. 

21. There are no risks or issues that have arisen during development work to date in 

respect of which NextBridge has identified an impact on its development 

schedule, cost or scope of work. 
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Open house materials 

 



FOR MORE INFORMATION
PLEASE CONTACT

Loren Knopper, Ph.D.
Senior Environmental Health Scientist
lknopper@intrinsik.com

Chistopher Ollson, Ph.D.
Vice President
collson@intrinsik.com

Melissa Whit�eld Aslund, Ph.D.
Environmental Health Scientist
maslund@intrinsik.com

6605 Hurontario Street
Suite 500
Mississauga, ON
L5T 0A3

Phone: 905-364-7800
Fax: 905-364-7816

Electromagnetic Fields (EMF), Health &Transmission Lines

What are Electromagnetic Fields (EMF)?
Electromagnetic Fields (EMF; also called electric and magnetic �elds) are invisible lines of 
force that you cannot feel that surround electrical devices and wiring.  EMF associated with 
electricity is called extremely low frequency (ELF; or power frequency).  Electric and magnetic
�elds can occur together or separately and are a function of voltage and current. Electric 
�elds come from electric pressure (for example, when something is plugged into an outlet 
but not turned on) and are commonly represented in units of volts per metre (V/m). 
Magnetic �elds come from the movement of electric charges (when something is plugged 
into an outlet and turned on) and are represented by two common units: microtesla (µT) 
and milligauss (mG). Levels of EMF drop o� rapidly with distance from the source.

EMF in Everyday Life
On a daily basis people around the world are exposed to ELF EMF as a result of using 
electricity in their homes, o�ces and schools. EMF exists around all common household 
electronic devices (for example: refrigerator, stove, alarm clock, lamps, household wiring). 
For some Canadians this also includes exposure to EMF from high voltage power lines and 
transformer boxes.  Health Canada (2012) states: 

“When you are inside your home, the magnetic �elds from high voltage power lines and 
transformer boxes are often weaker than those from household electrical appliances”.

State of Knowledge on Health E�ects and EMF
Concerns about the ever-present nature of ELF EMF and possible health concerns have been 
raised by some in the global community.  The science around EMF and possible health 
concerns has been extensively researched over the last 30 years.  Government and medical 
agencies including Health Canada, the World Health Organization (WHO), the International 
Commission on Non‐Ionizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP), the International Agency for 
Research on Cancer (IARC) and the US National Institute of Health (NIH) and National Institute 
of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS) have all thoroughly reviewed the available 
information.

Short term exposure to EMF: At high levels EMF is known to cause stimulation in the
central nervous system. The ICNIRP, a group recognized by the WHO as the international 
independent advisory body for non-ionizing radiation protection, established a guideline of 
2000 mG for the general public (ICNIRP 2010).  To put this level into context, the average 
magnetic �eld 60 m from a 230kV transmission line can be expected to be around 2 mG 
(NIEHS 2002).



Long term exposure to EMF: Based on the available weight of evidence, Health Canada:

“Does not consider that any precautionary measures are needed regarding daily exposures to 
EMFs at ELFs. There is no conclusive evidence of any harm caused by exposures at levels found 
in Canadian homes and schools, including those located just outside the boundaries of power 
line corridors”. 

It needs to be acknowledged that based on a weak association of childhood leukemia and 
chronic exposure to magnetic �eld strength above 3-4mG, the International Agency for 
Research on Cancer (IARC) and WHO have categorized EMF as a Class 2B possible human 
carcinogen.  Co�ee is also a 2B carcinogen.

What does this mean? This means there is limited evidence of carcinogenicity in humans and 
less than su�cient evidence of carcinogenicity in experimental animals. For EMF there are no 
globally accepted mechanisms that would suggest that low-level exposures are involved in 
cancer development and animal studies have been largely negative (WHO 2007).Thus, on 
balance, the WHO has stated (based on approximately 25,000 articles published over
the past 30 years) that the evidence related to childhood leukemia is not strong enough 
to be considered causal (WHO 2012).

In addition to childhood cancer, some people have concerns about EMF and a range of 
other health concerns. The WHO (2007) has stated: 

“A number of other adverse health e�ectshave been studied for possible association with ELF 
magnetic �eld exposure. These include other childhood cancers, cancers in adults, depression, 
suicide, cardiovascular disorders, reproductive dysfunction, developmental disorders, 
immunological modi�cations, neurobehavioural e�ects and neurodegenerative disease. The WHO 
Task Group concluded that scienti�c evidence supporting an association between ELF [extremely
low frequency] magnetic �eld exposure and all of these health e�ects is much weaker than for
childhood leukaemia. In some instances (i.e. for cardiovascular disease or breast cancer) the 
evidence suggests that these �elds do not cause them”.  

Based on the available weight of evidence, Health Canada “does not consider that any 
precautionary measures are needed regarding daily exposures to EMFs at ELFs. 
There is no conclusive evidence of any harm caused by exposures at levels found in 
Canadian homes and schools, including those located just outside the boundaries of 
power line corridors”.

www.intrinsik.com
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Frequently Asked Questions 

EAST-WEST TIE TRANSMISSION PROJECT   
Connecting Ontario’s Northwest 
 

NextBridge Infrastructure and the East-West Tie 
Project 
Who is NextBridge Infrastructure? 
NextBridge Infrastructure (NextBridge) brings together the extensive resources of its three 
corporate partners – NextEra Energy, Enbridge Inc. and Borealis Infrastructure – in our plan 
for development, financing, construction, operation, and maintenance of the project, 
together with a well aligned interest in owning and operating the new East-West Tie over 
the course of its useful life.  

NextBridge was chosen to develop this project through a competitive bid process.  We are 
committed to increasing the competiveness and cost effectiveness of providing 
transmission service to the ratepayers of Ontario. 

NextBridge is committed to timely and meaningful dialogue with governments, First 
Nations and Métis, regulators, stakeholders, and landowners, and believe that this input 
will be critical to a successful project that seeks to address the needs of those involved. 

What is being proposed? 
The project will consist of a double-circuit 230 kilovolt (kV) transmission line generally 
paralleling the existing double-circuit 230 kV transmission corridor connecting the Wawa 
Transformer Station (TS) to the Lakehead TS near Thunder Bay.  The length of the line is 
approximately 400 km.  For some sections of the corridor, route alternatives are being 
considered. The final length of the line will depend on which route alternatives, if any, are 
selected.  The targeted in-service date is the first half of 2018. 

What’s Inside?  Answers to Frequently Asked Questions On: 
 

NextBridge 
Infrastructure and the 
East-West Tie Project 

Electricity in Northern 
Ontario 

Land issues 

Routing 

Project approval process 

Health and safety 

Environment 

Building and operating a 
transmission line 

How you can have your say 

 



 
 EAST-WEST TIE TRANSMISSION PROJECT  

Frequently Asked Questions 
Page 2 

Electricity in Northern Ontario 
Why do we need a new transmission line? 
Industrial activities in northwestern Ontario, particularly in the mining sector, are expected to drive strong electricity demand 
growth in the coming decade.  Coupled with changes in the region’s supply situation, the Ontario Power Authority (OPA) 
forecasts a need for new supply to meet demand in northwestern Ontario. 

Why this project? 
The OPA, the agency responsible for long-term electricity planning in the province, has recommended the new East-West Tie 
to ensure the long-term reliability of the electricity supply in northwestern Ontario, and has specified the timing and scope of 
this project. Industrial activities in northwestern Ontario, particularly in the mining sector, are expected to drive strong 
electricity demand growth in the coming decade. Coupled with changes in the region’s supply situation, the OPA forecasts a 
need for new supply to meet demand in northwestern Ontario. The identified supply needs can be met with additional 
transmission or generation. The OPA analyzed these alternatives and recommended expansion of the East-West Tie based on 
technical, economic, and other considerations. 

What are the benefits to northern Ontario? 
The key benefits include: 

- Providing needed electricity to ensure that future economic development in northwest Ontario can proceed;  
- Creating employment opportunities during construction; and 
- Enhancing the power system in northwest Ontario by improving efficiency, flexibility and reliability. 

 

Land Questions 
How wide is the right-of-way? 
The proposed right-of-way for the new line is approximately 52 to 56 m (approx. 170 to 184 ft.). 

The 52 to 56 m may not include additional space required where there are corners in the line, general construction access and 
where the general landscape requires additional lands for access.  In some areas temporary work space may also be required 
for activities such as materials staging. Temporary work space requirements are variable depending on need. 

Will access to private lands be needed? 
Access to private lands will be required for environmental studies, surveying, geotechnical work, clearing, road work, 
construction, inspection, and maintenance.  NextBridge will discuss access to private lands with directly affected landowners 
and tenants. 

Will land rights be required? How will I be compensated? 
NextBridge will seek land rights for the footprint of the project including right of way, temporary workspace, stockpiles, 
additional lands for laydown areas and access requirements, on both Crown and private land.  Compensation will vary 
depending on the use of the land.   

How do you assess the value of land? 
A Benchmark Market Valuation will be completed to determine the fair market value on a per hectare basis.  Upon completion 
of this valuation NextBridge will present an offer of compensation that includes compensation for the easement interest and 
consideration for injurious affection where applicable.  Loss of timber will be assessed and appropriate compensation will be 
determined on a per hectare basis. 
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What if my land is damaged? 
During all project phases, best management practices will be used at all times to minimize potential damage to affected and 
adjacent lands. Once construction is complete, the right of way will be cleaned up and lands no longer needed (e.g. temporary 
work areas) will be restored.  Mitigation and resolution of damages will be negotiated directly with affected parties. 

Routing 
What is meant by “Reference Route” and “Reference Route Alternatives”? 
The Reference Route generally parallels an existing Hydro One transmission line corridor.  The Reference Route Alternatives 
include a number of possible route alternatives that may avoid potentially sensitive features along the Reference Route.  
Paralleling an existing right of way generally results in fewer impacts and allows for efficiencies such as the use of existing 
access roads and bridges for construction and maintenance.   

How were the Reference Route and Alternative Routes selected? 
The Reference Route generally parallels the existing Hydro One corridor.  Possible Alternative Routes to avoid potentially 
sensitive features have also been identified.   

Alternatives to the Reference Route have been identified to avoid crossing two First Nations, (Michipicoten First Nation and 
Pays Plat First Nation), Pukaskwa National Park and other sensitive features.  These alternatives will be confirmed and 
assessed during the Environmental Assessment.  Additional modifications to the Reference Route may be considered in 
consultation with landowners and stakeholders. 

NextBridge will endeavour to select the route that will result in the least overall impacts.  To identify the final route, we will be 
considering the valuable feedback from those potentially affected along proposed routes.  During the route evaluation 
process, we will consider factors such as hunting, tourism, recreational uses such as trails, agricultural operations, 
environmental features, and impacts to residents and businesses.  It is important to note that all routes are considered viable 
alternatives at this time; however, only one transmission line will be built. 

Are you going through Pukaskwa National Park? 
The Reference Route parallels the existing transmission line, which runs through Pukaskwa National Park and near the Lake 
Superior National Marine Conservation Area.  Alternative Routes which avoid Pukaskwa and other sensitive features are also 
being considered.  We have initiated discussions with Parks Canada and other stakeholders.  These discussions will continue 
during the Terms of Reference and the Environmental Assessment and will assist us in the determination of a preferred route 
for the new transmission line. 

Are you going through provincial parks? 
The Reference Route does pass through provincial parks.  We have initiated discussions with Ontario Parks (Ministry of 
Natural Resources) and other stakeholders related to these lands.  These discussions will continue during the Terms of 
Reference and the Environmental Assessment and will assist us in the determination of a preferred route for the new 
transmission line.  Additional mitigation measures such as notice of construction signs and public consultations will be 
undertaken to ensure if there is conflict between the construction of the transmission line and recreational activities, it is well 
managed and minimized. 

Are any potential routes within close proximity to a school or a daycare centre? 
Routing of the transmission line will be sensitive to school locations, parks and playgrounds. 
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Project Approval Process 
What approval process will be followed? 
This project is subject to the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act and an Individual Environmental Assessment will be 
completed.  The Environmental Assessment process is a long established process that considers the needs of the people, 
businesses and the natural environment in the decision making process.  There are two key parts to an Individual 
Environmental Assessment.  The Environmental Assessment Terms of Reference which outlines the scope of work to be 
undertaken and the preparation of the Environmental Assessment. 

What is an Environmental Assessment? 
An Environmental Assessment is a process to identify, assess and address through impact management measures, potential 
effects of a project on the natural (plants and animals), social (people and places) and economic (business and the economy) 
environments.  An Environmental Assessment is required for the East-west Tie project under the Ontario Environmental 
Assessment Act.    The new East-west Tie project is being conducted as an Individual Environmental Assessment.  The project is 
not a designated project pursuant to the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 regulations, and therefore does not 
require the completion of a federal environmental assessment.  Certain federal agencies may be required to assess the 
environmental effects of the project in relation to specific federal lands. 

As part of the Environmental Assessment, NextBridge will conduct studies and meet with stakeholders to determine the 
existing conditions in the study area and obtain feedback on the proposed project.  This information will be used as input to 
the determination of a preferred route for the new line as well as the identification of potential positive and negative effects 
of the project on the environment (the social, economic and natural environment) and measures that can be put in place to 
minimize potential negative impacts.  Members of the community, public, landowners, stakeholder groups, First Nations and 
Métis, government agencies, and other interested persons are encouraged to participate in the planning process. 

What is a Terms of Reference? 
A Terms of Reference guides how an Individual Environmental Assessment will be conducted.  Every project that is going 
through an Individual Environmental Assessment must first develop a Terms of Reference with the input and review of the 
public and other stakeholders.  Once the Terms of Reference for the new East-West Tie is approved by the Minister of the 
Environment, NextBridge will be required to follow the terms when completing the Environmental Assessment.  Because it 
sets the framework for the Environmental Assessment, it is important that communities provide input on the Terms of 
Reference and we strongly encourage you to participate in the process. 

What is a Leave to Construct Application? 
In order to build the new East-West Tie, NextBridge must file a “Leave to Construct” application with the Ontario Energy Board. 
When the Ontario Energy Board receives a Leave to Construct application, it reviews the material, makes the information 
public and provides an opportunity for interested parties, including First Nations and Métis, to provide input.  The Ontario 
Energy Board will grant a Leave to Construct if it believes the project is in the public interest. 

What studies will be conducted as part of the Environmental Assessment? 
Biological background work will consist of a background review and field work.  The field work program will be confirmed with 
the Ministry of Natural Resources and may consist of: 

 Aquatic habitat characterization 
 Incidental wildlife sightings 
 Forest Ecosystem Classification 

 Botanical Assessment 
 Breeding Bird Surveys 
 Species at Risk Studies 

 
Socio-economic, archaeological and cultural studies will also be conducted. 
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Will you consult with the community? 
Consultation is an important part of the environmental assessment process.  We have started distributing project information, 
meeting with municipalities, Aboriginal groups, agencies, landowners and tenants in November.  Also, a round of Open 
Houses in six communities along the Reference and Alternative Routes is being held in December to obtain input for the 
development of the Terms of Reference. 

Consultation with the public, municipalities, First Nations and Métis, interested individuals and groups and government 
agencies will continue through the Environmental Assessment.  The proposed consultation plan for the Environmental 
Assessment is one of the elements we will be seeking input on during the Terms of Reference consultation. 

How will NextBridge work with First Nations and Métis peoples? 
First Nations and Métis participation is an essential component of successful transmission projects in Northern Ontario. We 
are committed to working with First Nations and Métis in Ontario to provide sustainable benefits to those communities. 

When can I have my say? 
Your input is important to us. If you have any questions or concerns, or if you require further information please send an email 
or call the hot line any time. 

Email: info@nextbridge.ca 
Project Hotline: 1-888-767-3006 
 
You can also reach us via mail at: 
Oliver Romaniuk 
Project Manager 
NextBridge Infrastructure 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1720 
Toronto, ON 
M5H 2Y2 Canada 
 
For more information, visit www.nextbridge.ca. 

What is the schedule for the Project process? 
The following key steps are anticipated: 

- November 2013 - Notice of commencement of Terms of Reference 
- December 2013 – Open Houses Round One 
- February 2014 – Submission of Terms of Reference to the Minister of the Environment 
- July 2014 – Anticipated Terms of Reference Approval and Environmental Assessment Commencement 
- July 2014 – Open Houses Round Two 
- October 2014 – Open Houses Round Three 
- January 2015 – Environmental Assessment Submission to the Ministry of the Environment 
- December 2015 – Decision on the Environmental Assessment 
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Health and Safety 
What are Electric and Magnetic/ Electromagnetic Fields?  Are they harmful? 
Electromagnetic Fields (EMFs; also called electric and magnetic fields), are invisible forces that surround electrical equipment, 
power cords, and power lines.  You cannot see or feel EMFs.  Every time you use electricity and electrical appliances, you are 
exposed to EMFs at extremely low frequencies (ELF).  EMFs produced by both power lines and use of electrical appliances 
belong to this category.  EMFs are strongest when close to the source.  As you move away from the source, the strength of the 
fields fades rapidly. 

There is no compelling scientific evidence that EMFs in living and school environments, regardless of distance from 
transmission lines, cause ill health. 

Health Canada (2012) states: 

“When you are inside your home, the magnetic fields from high voltage power lines and transformer boxes are often weaker 
than those from household electrical appliances”. 

Based on the available weight of evidence, Health Canada “does not consider that any precautionary measures are needed 
regarding daily exposures to EMFs at ELFs.  There is no conclusive evidence of any harm caused by exposures at levels found in 
Canadian homes and schools, including those located just outside the boundaries of power line corridors”. 

Will the structures be able to handle the weather and ice of northwestern Ontario?  What is 
the emergency response plan in case an extreme weather event, an ice storm, for example, 
brings down the lines? 
The safety of communities and others near the line is a top priority for NextBridge.  The EWT project will be designed and 
constructed to meet all regulations, standards, and codes, which have been developed with a view to ensuring public safety.  
In recognition of the project location, NextBridge will commission an independent ice study. 

As part of the development of the East-West Tie project, NextBridge will develop Emergency Response Plans to respond to 
events such as extreme weather situations and other emergency scenarios.  These plans will be coordinated with local 
municipal authorities including fire and police departments. 

Environment 
What kind of environmental impacts might be associated with this project, and how will they 
be addressed? 
Before the East-West Tie Project can be constructed, the proposal will undergo a rigorous environmental assessment process.  
The process will require NextBridge to include, among other things, proposed measures to appropriately mitigate the 
potential impacts on the environment while constructing, operating and maintaining the transmission line.  These mitigation 
measures will incorporate input from consultation with affected community members, First Nations and Métis, landowners, 
tenants, and stakeholders along proposed routes. 

NextBridge will endeavour to select the route with the least overall potential impacts.  We will consider factors such as 
hunting, trap lines, gathering activities, bird nesting sites, waterways, tourism, agricultural operations, environmental features, 
recreational uses, and impacts to residents and businesses. 
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Building and Operating a Transmission Line 
How many jobs will be created locally? 
The number of jobs can’t be estimated until we confirm the route and hire a construction contractor.  NextBridge is 
committed to engaging qualified local individuals and contractors. 

What do the towers look like? 
Towers are anticipated to be guyed “Y” lattice structures and non-guyed lattice towers.  These types of structures are 
preferred based on foundation size, minimal surface disturbance and cost.   Guy wires will be large in diameter, and will be 
marked with high visibility plastic markers near the ground.   Towers are planned to be typically 43 m (approx. 140 ft.) tall. 

Will other uses such as trails be permitted in the new transmission corridor? 
Compatible uses may be permitted within the transmission corridor right of way on public lands.  Specific permitted uses will 
be identified and documented during the Environmental Assessment. 

Why can’t they just build the transmission line underground? 
Underground cabling for this length and voltage of a transmission line would be cost prohibitive and nearly impossible to 
engineer in some locations.   Generally speaking, transmission lines such as these are rarely ever placed underground due to 
their complexity and considerably higher cost, as well as security and reliability considerations.  Costs are usually 10 times 
greater than building an overhead line but would likely be more for this project given the topography and substrate (ground) 
the line crosses. 

What can we expect during construction? 
Safety is our number one priority.  During the construction phase, we will mitigate construction impacts wherever practicable.  
This will include various measures to minimize the impacts of noise and traffic disruptions as appropriate and practicable.  We 
will endeavor to communicate hours of work, traffic impacts, and road detours to stakeholders and affected people in the 
area in advance of the work being conducted. 
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EAST-WEST TIE TRANSMISSION PROJECT  
The Changing Landscape for Electricity 
Planning in Ontario’s Northwest 
The Ontario Power Authority (OPA), the agency responsible for long-term electricity planning 
in the province, has recommended the new East-West Tie to ensure the long-term reliability of 
the electricity supply in northwestern Ontario, and has specified the timing and scope of this 
project. 

Industrial activities in northwestern Ontario, particularly in the mining sector, are expected to 
drive strong electricity demand growth in the coming decade. Coupled with a decrease in 
supply in the area, the OPA forecasts a need for around 500 megawatts (MW) of new supply in 
northwestern Ontario by 2018.  

The identified supply needs can be met with additional transmission or generation. The OPA 
analyzed these alternatives and recommended expansion of the East-West Tie based on 
technical, economic, and other considerations. 

Connecting Ontario’s Northwest 
 

Stretching from 
Marathon to 
Manitoba, and 
from Minnesota 
to Hudson Bay, 
Northwestern 
Ontario is a vast 
area with unique 
characteristics. 
 
 
Northwestern 
Ontario Outlook: 

Strong growth in the mining industry. 
Revitalization of pulp & paper, forestry, and other industrial sectors. 
Connection of remote communities. 
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Keeping You Informed 
Your input is very important to us, and there are 
many ways you can reach us.  If you would like more 
information about this project and want to be 
included on the project mailing list, please contact: 

Oliver Romaniuk 
Project Manager 
NextBridge Infrastructure 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1720 
Toronto, ON 
M5H 2Y2 Canada 
Email: info@nextbridge.ca 

Visit our project website at: 
www.nextbridge.ca 
 
Call the project hotline at: 
1-888-767-3006 

How we got here 
2010 – Government of Ontario identifies 

the new East-West Tie as a priority 
project. 

2011 – Minister of Energy asks the Ontario 
Energy Board to undertake a 
designation process to select a 
transmitter to develop the project. 

2011 – Ontario Energy Board requests a 
report from the Ontario Power 
Authority regarding the preliminary 
assessment of the need for the East-
West Tie. 

2011 – Ontario Power Authority need 
assessment recommends a new East-
West Tie as the preferred alternative. 

2011 – Independent Electricity System 
Operator feasibility study recommends 
the new double-circuit East-West Tie. 

2012 – Ontario Energy Board directs 
bidders to the reference corridor and a 
proposed in-service date. 

2013 – NextBridge Infrastructure selected 
as the designated transmitter to 
complete development work related to 
the project. 

 
2013 – Ontario Power Authority updates 

the need assessment and continues to 
recommend the East-West Tie. 

Strong Demand Growth Forecast in 
the Northwest 
 

Options to Meet the Northwest’s 
Supply Need 

At the same time, the region’s electricity supply situation is changing. 

The Ontario Power Authority recommends proceeding with transmission: the East-
West Tie expansion. 

Additional resources can be committed in step with demand growth as it materializes, 
and can be utilized more effectively with the expanded East-West Tie. 
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Connecting Ontario’s Northwest 
 

Electricity Basics 
Transmission lines are common in our 
communities and are designed and 
constructed with public safety in mind. 
Common sense and awareness can prevent 
accidents from happening.   

Electricity seeks the easiest and shortest 
path to the ground – when people or objects 
come too close to or touch an electrical 
wire, they can become a part of an electrical 
circuit that can result in an instant flow of 
electricity through them to the ground. 

The flow of electricity through the human 
body can kill – less than one ampere of 
electricity can burn, severely injure or cause 
death.  

Conductors allow electricity to easily flow in 
large amounts.  All metals, waters, humans 
and even non-metallic materials (such as 
trees and ropes) can conduct electricity 
depending on moisture content and surface 
contamination, so caution needs to be 
applied whenever working, living or playing 
near power lines. 

Why don’t birds get hurt when 
they land on Transmission 
Lines? 

If a bird is sitting happily on a line, it 
doesn’t mean electricity is not 
flowing through the line.  Birds can 
rest on energized lines because they 
are not in contact with the ground.  
When people come in contact with 
lines, they are also usually in contact 
with the ground.  This contact 
provides another path for the 
electricity, through your body, to 
the ground.  Injury, and possibly 
death, can be the result. 

Transmission Line Safety 
 

The new East-West Tie Transmission project is proposed to consist of a high-voltage 
230 kilovolt (kV) transmission line supported by guyed and self-supporting steel 
lattice structures.  The structures will be placed in a cleared right-of-way on private 
and public lands, and across bays, rivers and creeks.  NextBridge Infrastructure 
(NextBridge) will take precautions to provide a safe environment within the right-of-
way, such as managing vegetation growth to prevent contact with conductors (the 
power lines).  Landowners and users of the right-of-way must also take precautions to 
ensure their personal safety and the safety of loved ones. 
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Keeping You Informed 
Your input is very important to us, and there are 
many ways you can reach us.  If you would like more 
information about this project and want to be 
included on the project mailing list, please contact: 

Oliver Romaniuk 
Project Manager 
NextBridge Infrastructure 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1720 
Toronto, ON 
M5H 2Y2 Canada 
Email: info@nextbridge.ca 

Visit our project website at: 
www.nextbridge.ca 
 
Call the project hotline at: 
1-888-767-3006 

Safety Checklist 

Take extra care when working near 
overhead power lines. 
Obey all signage and don’t trespass. 
Don’t climb transmission towers. 
Don’t climb trees or vegetation 
near power lines. 
Don’t fly kites or other toys in the 
right-of-way or allow them to come 
close to power lines. 
Don’t construct or raise any 
structures or poles within the right-
of-way. 
Stay away and report any unsafe 
conditions such as downed lines, 
trees that have fallen on lines, or 
damaged structures as soon as 
possible. 
 

Be Electricity Smart 
Electricity can jump and often does when a potential conductor 
like a metal ladder comes within a certain distance of a power 
line.  For high-voltage lines, such as a 230 kV transmission line, 
electricity can jump, or arc, up to 4.5 metres.  To be safe, keep 
equipment at least 7 metres away from transmission lines and 
stay at least 10 metres away from downed lines. 

Take extra care when working near overhead power lines and be 
careful with ladders, cranes, or diggers. 

 

References 
Electrical Safety Authority  

www.esasafe.com 

Manitoba Hydro 
www.hydro.mb.ca  

Be Guy-Wire Smart 
Guyed structures are anticipated to be used for much of the 
new transmission line.  Users of the right-of-way, particularly 
for recreational purposes, should be aware of the presence of 
guy wires and take necessary precautions for any activity.  Guy 
wires will be marked for visibility to a suitable height above 
anticipated snow levels, but users of the rights-of-way must use 
caution in the event markers have been damaged, vandalized, 
or obstructed due to drifting snow or low-visibility conditions. 
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The Environmental Assessment Act 
An Environmental Assessment is a decision-making process used to promote good 
environmental planning by assessing the potential effects of certain activities on the 
environment. In Ontario, this process is defined in the Environmental Assessment Act 
(the Act) and its associated regulations. The Act ensures that environmental issues are 
considered, and their effects are planned for, before development or building takes 
place. Under the Act, the definition of “environment” is not limited to the natural 
environment but includes social, cultural, and economic considerations. 

Connecting Ontario’s Northwest 
 

Electricity Projects and the 
Environmental Assessment 
Act 
Electricity projects in Ontario are subject to 
Ontario Regulation 116/01 under the 
Environmental Assessment Act. This 
regulation states that a transmission line 
that will transmit 115 kilovolt (kV) or more 
of electricity, and is greater than 2 km long is 
subject to the requirements of the Act. The 
East-West Tie Transmission Project proposes 
the construction of a 230 kV double-circuit 
line approximately 400 km long and is 
therefore subject to an Individual 
Environmental Assessment (EA). 

Individual EA Process 
An Individual EA requires that the proponent 
develop an EA Terms of Reference (ToR) and 
submit it to the Ministry of Environment 
(MOE) for approval. Once approved, the 
second phase of the EA process, the EA 
Study, can begin. Once submitted, the third 
phase, Review, commences. The final phase 
is the Minister’s Decision. 

According to the Ontario 
Environmental Assessment 
Act, “environment” means: 

Air, land or water, 
Plant and animal life, including 
human life, 
The social, economic and cultural 
conditions that influence the life 
of humans or a community, 
Any building, structure, machine 
or  other  device  or  thing  made  by  
humans, 
Any solid, liquid, gas, odour, heat, 
sound, vibration or radiation 
resulting directly or indirectly 
from human activities, or 
Any part or combination of the 
foregoing and the 
interrelationships between any 
two or more of them in or of 
Ontario. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 1 – Terms of Reference 
A Terms of Reference (ToR) establishes the framework for the preparation 
and review of the EA. It outlines how the study will be conducted and helps 
ensure that the public, First Nations and Métis, and government agencies 
know what will be considered in the EA. The EA Act and associated 
regulations and guidelines specify the contents of the ToR and EA.   
NextBridge intends to prepare and submit a ToR which focuses on the 
Reference Route and identified alternatives.   

Public consultation can assist in identification of potential issues and 
solutions early in the planning process. Input from interested stakeholders 
ensures that all pertinent information is considered in the decision making 
process (the EA). 

The proponent, NextBridge Infrastructure (NextBridge), must give public 
notice at the commencement of the ToR. The proponent also must consult 
with the public and document the results of the consultation during the 
development of the ToR. Upon submission of the ToR, public notice must 
once again be given. After submission, the MOE begins its own 30-day 
consultation process, during which time the public and other interested 
stakeholders may review and comment on the submitted ToR. Once the ToR 
is approved, the EA process will proceed in accordance with the ToR. 

Step 2 – Environmental Assessment Study 
The EA Study will focus on identifying potential effects, potential net effects, 
and potential mitigation along the route, including, but not limited to line 
span length; tower height; diversion around sensitive features; alignment of 
access roads (temporary and permanent); timing of construction; and final 
route configuration. 

The proponent is again responsible for consulting with the public, 
stakeholders and First Nations and Métis people during the EA Study. Public 
notice must be given at the commencement of the EA Study. During the EA 
study, NextBridge may seek public input on the preferred design and 
mitigation, and other concerns. 

Upon completion of the EA Study, NextBridge will issue a Notice of EA 
Submission and submit the document to the MOE.  The Environmental 
Approvals Branch then coordinates a review of the EA document and solicits 
comments from potentially affected stakeholders over a seven-week 
comment period. The MOE reviews the EA and identifies any shortcomings, 
whether the EA fulfills the requirements of the EA Act and whether the EA 
was conducted in accordance with the approved ToR.  The public, other 
stakeholders and First Nations and Métis people may again comment on the 
proposed undertaking, the EA, and MOE’s review of the EA. 
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Keeping You Informed 
Your input is very important to us, and there are 
many ways you can reach us.  If you would like more 
information about this project and want to be 
included on the project mailing list, please contact: 

Oliver Romaniuk 
Project Manager 
NextBridge Infrastructure 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1720 
Toronto, ON 
M5H 2Y2 Canada 
Email: info@nextbridge.ca 

Visit our project website at: 
www.nextbridge.ca 
 
Call the project hotline at: 
1-888-767-3006 

Final Decision 
At the end of the final comment period, the Minister 
of the Environment may decide to: 

Refer all or part of the matter to the 
Environmental Review Tribunal for a hearing, or 
to another tribunal for a decision; 
Refer the EA or a particular issue to mediation; 
Approve the proposed undertaking with 
appropriate conditions; or 
Refuse to give approval to proceed with the 
proposed undertaking. 
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EAST-WEST TIE
TRANSMISSION 

PROJECT
Connecting 

Ontario’s Northwest
THANK YOU
for attending this Open House
We want to hear from you www.nextbridge.ca

Purpose of the Open House
We are here to provide you with information about the following:
• Overview of the proposed project; 
• Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment process; and
• NextBridge’s commitment to engagement and consultation.

We are here to listen to your comments and questions about:
• The project, including the proposed reference route and routing 

alternatives;
• Studies and engagement activities proposed;
• What is important to you and should be considered; and
• Who else should be engaged in the consultation process.
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East-West Tie Transmission 
Project Overview

NextBridge proposes to construct an approximately 400 km, 230 kilovolt, double-circuit AC electrical transmission line extending from 
the existing Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) Lakehead Transformer Station in the Municipality of Shuniah near Thunder Bay to 
the existing Hydro One Wawa Transformer Station near Wawa – with a connection at the Marathon Transformer Station.

The Reference Route generally parallels an existing Hydro One transmission line corridor and has been identified as a potential route 
for the East-West Tie Project.  The Reference Route Alternatives include possible route alternatives to avoid potentially sensitive 
features.

Local Refinements to the Reference Route  are also being considered. Because of the scale 
of this map, these refinements could not be shown. To view local refinements please refer 

to the large-format maps on display at this  Open House.

East-West Tie Transmission 
Project Overview

• Project would also involve 
associated support facilities such 
as new and improved access roads, 
and laydown areas (temporary 
storage areas for equipment and 
supplies).

• Transformer station upgrades to 
Hydro One Networks Inc.’s 
infrastructure will be required.

• The new line will be owned and 
operated by NextBridge
Infrastructure.

• The new line, in conjunction with the 
existing line, is anticipated to provide a 
total transfer capability of 650 MW 
into the Northwest, while respecting 
all applicable reliability standards.

• Targeted in-service date for the new 
line is the first half of 2018.

• The project requires Environmental 
Assessment Act approval from the 
Ministry of the Environment and Leave 
to Construct approval from the Ontario 
Energy Board.



11/29/2013

3

The Changing Landscape for Electricity 
Planning in Ontario’s Northwest

• Stretching from Marathon to 
Manitoba, and from 
Minnesota to Hudson Bay, 
Northwestern Ontario is a 
vast area with unique 
characteristics.

• Outlook for strong growth in 
the mining industry.

• Revitalization of pulp & 
paper, forestry, and other 
industrial sectors.

• Connection of remote 
communities.

Mining and Other 
Industries

Red Lake

Ear Falls

Ring of Fire
Remote 

Communities

Source: Ontario Power Authority

Strong Demand Growth Forecast 
in the Northwest

Historical 
peak

Demand 
stabilizing in 
recent years

Future growth driven 
by mining and other 
industries

Scenarios 
reflect 
uncertainty

At the same time, the region’s electricity supply situation is changing. Source: Ontario Power Authority
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Options to Meet the Northwest’s 
Supply Need

• The OPA recommends proceeding with transmission: the East-West Tie expansion.
• Additional resources can be committed in step with demand growth as it materializes, 

and can be utilized more effectively with the expanded Tie.

Transmission Generation

Provides electricity supply for the 
Northwest

Provides supply to the rest of 
Ontario

Cost-effective

Improves system flexibility

Allows more efficient use of 
system

Source: Ontario Power Authority

Scope of the East-West Tie 
Expansion Project

• The new line, in conjunction with the existing tie, will provide a total transfer capability of 650 
MW into the Northwest, while respecting all applicable reliability standards.

• The new line is expected to be completed in early 2018.

Source: Ontario Power Authority

East-West TieEast-West TieEast-West Tie
• The expansion involves building a 

new double-circuit 230 kV line from 
Wawa to Thunder Bay (approximately 
400 km). It will also connect to the 
Marathon transformer station.

• Upgrades at the existing Wawa, 
Marathon and Lakehead transformer 
stations will also be undertaken.
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Transmission Development Process
Planning

Project Development

Approval

Construction

OPA , IESO and Ministry of 
Energy  

OEB, OPA, IESO, NextBridge
Infrastructure, and Hydro One 

Networks

OEB, OPA, IESO, NextBridge
Infrastructure, and Hydro One 

Networks

NextBridge Infrastructure 
and Hydro One Networks

Activities:  
• Load forecasting
• Need identification
• Alternative analysis
• System studies
• Policy alignment

Activities:  
• East-West Tie Line Designation 

Process
• First Nations, Métis, and Stakeholder 

Engagement
• Environmental Assessment
• Preliminary engineering
• Routing and siting
• Detailed cost estimates

Activities:  
• Leave to Construct 

(Section 92) approval
• Environmental 

Assessment approval
• Other approvals as 

required

Activities:  
• Construction of  

transmission line and 
station facilities

• Commissioning

Key Participants

2010 2018
OPA = Ontario Power Authority
OEB = Ontario Energy Board
IESO = Independent Electricity System Operator

Source: Ontario Power Authority

Who is NextBridge? 
Three strong partners in 
the energy sector

NextEra Energy Canada is a wholly-owned subsidiary of NextEra Energy, Inc., a 
leading clean energy company with revenues of more than US$15.3 billion, more 
than 41,000 megawatts (MW) of generating capacity, and approximately 15,000 
employees in 24 states and Canada.  Florida Power & Light Company, another 
subsidiary of NextEra, serves approximately 4.6 million customer accounts in Florida 
and is one of the largest rate-regulated electric utilities in the United States.

Enbridge Inc. is a North American leader in delivering energy, operating the world's 
longest crude oil and liquids transportation system, and has almost 1,000 MW of 
renewable and alternative energy generating capacity.  Enbridge Inc. also owns the 
Montana-Alberta Tie-Line (MATL), a 300 MW, 230 kilovolt (kV) electrical 
transmission line allowing the movement of power between Alberta and Montana.  
Enbridge Inc. employs about 10,000 people, primarily in Canada and the U.S. and is 
ranked as one of Canada's Greenest Employers, and one of the Top 100 Companies 
to Work for in Canada.

Borealis Infrastructure is the infrastructure investment arm of the Ontario 
Municipal Employees Retirement System (OMERS), one of Canada's largest pension 
plans with approximately C$60 billion in net assets.  Borealis ranks as one of the 
world’s largest and most respected infrastructure investors with a proven track 
record in identifying, investing and actively managing large-scale infrastructure 
investments on behalf of OMERS.
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Transmission System Overview

This is the role of the 
East-West Tie Project

Project Timeline
2010 Ontario Power Authority identifies the project

2011 Minister of Energy asks the Ontario Energy Board to undertake a 
designation process to select a transmitter to develop the project

2012 Ontario Energy Board asks for bids to develop a new corridor in Ontario’s 
northwest

August 2013 NextBridge selected as the designated transmitter

2013-2014 Terms of Reference for Environmental Assessment

2014-2015 Environmental Assessment

2014-2015 Leave to Construct Application 

2016-2017 Construction

2018 In Service
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Environmental Assessment
An Individual Environmental Assessment (EA) in accordance with the Ontario 
Environmental Assessment Act is required for this Project. An Individual EA is the most 
rigorous level of EA approval.

An Environmental Assessment is part of the formal approval process and is used to:
- Predict and minimize or avoid environmental effects before they happen; and
- Incorporate environmental factors and public feedback into project design and decision-making.

An Environmental Assessment includes:
- A description of the project;
- A description of the existing natural, social, economic, and cultural environments (baseline studies);
- First Nations and Métis and stakeholder engagement to discuss and receive input on issues and concerns;
- Consideration of project alternatives, including advantages and disadvantages;
- Identification of possible environmental effects;
- Identification of measures to mitigate and manage identified potential environmental effects; and
- Recommendations for follow-up monitoring.

The Environmental Assessment 
Process

Prepare & Submit 
Terms of 

Reference 
Document

Prepare & Submit 
Terms of 

Reference 
Document

Government, 
First Nations, 

Métis, 
Stakeholder & 

Public Review of 
Terms of 

Reference

Government, 
First Nations, 

Métis, 
Stakeholder & 

Public Review of 
Terms of 

Reference

DecisionDecision

Prepare & Submit 
Environmental 

Assessment 
Document

Prepare & Submit 
Environmental 

Assessment 
Document

Government, 
First Nations, 

Métis, 
Stakeholder & 

Public Review of 
Environmental 

Assessment

Government, 
First Nations, 

Métis, 
Stakeholder & 

Public Review of 
Environmental 

Assessment

Final 
Decision

Final 
Decision

CONSULTATION & ENGAGEMENT THROUGHOUT

STEP 1
Terms of Reference

STEP 2
Environmental Assessment Study

Overview of Environmental Assessment Process
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Terms of Reference
The first step in the Environmental Assessment process is the preparation of the Terms of Reference.  The Terms of 
Reference is a roadmap for the provincial Environmental Assessment process.   It outlines how the Environmental 
Assessment will be conducted and how the public, First Nations and Métis communities, and government agencies 
will be involved.

The Terms of Reference will describe:
- Basic project information and rationale for the project;
- Environmental Assessment, regulatory and other permit requirements;
- How the Environmental Assessment will be prepared;
- Purpose of the Environmental Assessment studies and the project;
- Description and rationale for the alternatives selection;
- A brief overview of the environment that the transmission line crosses;
- Engagement plan for the Environmental Assessment; and
- Flexibility to accommodate new circumstances.

The Terms of Reference is subject to approval by the Minister of the Environment. Public, First Nation and Métis 
and other stakeholder input will be collected during the development of the Terms of Reference. There will be a 
formal public and agency comment period on the Terms of Reference.  

Process for the Terms of 
Reference

Sep 2013 to
Dec 2013

Gather information about the study area

Dec 2013 Hold public Open Houses to obtain feedback on the route and 
information about the study area as input to the Terms of Reference

Dec 2013 to
Jan 2014

Prepare the Terms of Reference

Feb 2014 Terms of Reference submitted to the Minister of the Environment

Spring 2014 Formal public, First Nations and Métis, and agency review of the 
Terms of Reference

Mid-2014 Ministry of the Environment approval decision on the Terms of 
Reference
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RIGHT-OF-WAY AND TOWERS
• A new right-of-way approximately 56 metres 

wide will be required.
• Structures will generally be centred in the 

new right of way and spaced approximately  
400 metres apart. 

• Generally tower structures may be “guyed-Y 
lattice structures”.  Self-supporting “tangent” 
and self-supporting “dead-end structures” 
may also be used.

• Public, stakeholder, agency and First Nations 
and Métis input will be sought on tower 
locations and structure types.

What’s in the Terms of Reference:
A Description of the Proposed Project

ROUTING
• The Terms of Reference will describe the 

general characteristics of the Reference 
Route  and alternative routes.

• NextBridge is looking at alternatives to 
the Reference Route in three areas 
(Pukaskwa National Park and two First 
Nations communities).

• Local refinements to the Reference 
Route may be identified to avoid 
potentially sensitive natural features.

• Public, stakeholder, agency and First 
Nations and Métis input will be sought 
out to help determine a preferred route 
in the areas where alternatives have 
been identified.

What’s in the Terms of Reference:
A Description of the Proposed Project
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For the areas where alternative routes have been identified a preferred route 
needs to be selected.  Decision-making under the Environmental Assessment 
Act must consider all aspects of the environment – natural, social, cultural and 
economic.  

Criteria will be developed to help guide the selection of a preferred alternative. 

Criteria will include, but will not be limited to, Species at Risk habitat, lakes and 
wetlands that cannot be spanned, private residences, hunt camps, and trap 
line cabins.

What do you think NextBridge should consider when making 
decisions on which route to use for the new East-West Tie?  

Please fill out a comment form and let us know

What’s in the Terms of Reference:
Route Selection Decision Process

The Terms of Reference will identify information to be collected during the Environmental Assessment.  We plan to collect the
following information by looking at background documents, speaking with First Nations and Métis communities, agency 
representatives and others and doing field work:

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
• Fish and fish habitat;
• Forest resources;
• Significant valley lands;
• Significant wetlands;
• Species at Risk (e.g. Woodland 

Caribou);
• Water bodies; and
• Wildlife areas.

This list of information may be refined as further input is received.  

Information collected for the Reference Route and alternative routes (generally 500 metres on either side of the 
line route) will be mapped and used to:
• Characterize the area;
• Determine the potential impact of the project on the natural, social, economic, and cultural environments; and,
• Identify appropriate methods to minimize impact.

What’s in the Terms of Reference:
An Outline of Studies to 
be Completed

SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT
• Agriculture;
• Archaeology and heritage;
• Commercial activities (business activities close to right of way);
• Effect on properties;
• Land Use;
• Landscape and visual assessment (scenic views, aesthetics);
• Mineral and aggregate resources (pits and quarries);
• Recreational facilities (parks, trails);
• Social infrastructure and hard infrastructure; and
• Traditional First Nation and Métis knowledge.
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Leave to Construct Approval

Leave to Construct Approval (Section 92 of the Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998)

In order to build the new East-West Tie, NextBridge must file a “Leave to Construct” 
application with the Ontario Energy Board. 

When the Ontario Energy Board receives a Leave to Construct application, it reviews the 
material, makes the information public and provides an opportunity for any interested 
parties, including First Nations and Métis communities, to provide input.

In carrying out its mandate, the Ontario Energy Board considers the impacts that the 
project may have upon consumers with respect to prices, as well as matters that concern 
the reliability and quality of electricity service.  The Ontario Energy Board will approve 
projects they consider to be in the public interest.

NextBridge is currently contacting landowners to arrange for access to property for field 
and legal surveys.  

NextBridge Infrastructure’s Engagement 
Commitment

COMMUNITY RELATIONS
NextBridge will engage stakeholders in any project it 
develops through honest, regular and open 
communication, seeking and respecting each party’s input. 
We are committed to timely and meaningful dialogue with 
stakeholders, including governments, regulators, 
landowners, and interested members of the public, and 
believe that this input will be critical to a successful 
project that seeks to address the needs of those involved. 

FIRST NATIONS AND MÉTIS RELATIONS
NextBridge Infrastructure considers the participation of 
First Nations and Métis communities to be an essential 
component of successful transmission projects in 
Northern Ontario. NextBridge is committed to working 
with First Nations and Métis communities in Ontario to 
provide sustainable benefits to those communities. 
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• NextBridge recognizes the importance of meaningful and respectful 
Stakeholder, First Nations and Métis engagement.

• We encourage participation at every step of this project. 

During development of the Terms of Reference NextBridge has to date:
– Notified landowners along the Reference Route and alternatives and 

established contact;
– Developed a project contact list and notified elected officials, municipal staff, 

agencies and other key stakeholders;
– Placed ads in the local newspapers;
– Initiated discussions with First Nations and Métis;
– Held Open Houses;
– Prepared and distributed notices and newsletters; and
– Established a website and toll-free project hotline.

Consultation and Engagement

Consultation and Engagement 
Activities

Terms of Reference Environmental Assessment
• Municipal, agency & key stakeholder meetings
• Landowner contact by land agents
• First Nations & Métis meetings
• Notice of Commencement and Notice of Open Houses
• Newsletter #1 
• Project hotline: 1-888-767-3006
• Project website: www.nextbridge.ca
• Open House round one – project introduction and the Terms of 

Reference
• Draft Terms of Reference 30-day comment period
• Notice of Submission of Terms of Reference to Ministry of the 

Environment 
• Minimum 30-day public comment period on submitted Terms of 

Reference
• Notification of Minister’s decision

• Notice of Commencement of Environmental Assessment  
• Notice of Open Houses
• Continuation of municipal, key stakeholder, First Nations and Métis, agency, and 

landowner meetings 
• Project hotline: 1-888-767-3006
• Project website: www.nextbridge.ca
• Additional newsletters
• Open House round two – alternative route evaluation and proposed mitigation 

measures 
• Open House round three – Draft Environmental Assessment 
• Draft Environmental Assessment 30-day comment period
• Notice of Submission of Environmental Assessment to Ministry of the Environment 
• Minimum seven-week public comment period on submitted Environmental 

Assessment  
• Posting of Ministry review of Environmental Assessment
• Notification of Minister’s decision

NextBridge is available to respond to questions and discuss the project with interested parties 
throughout the Terms of Reference and Environmental Assessment process
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Electric and Magnetic Fields
• Electromagnetic Fields (EMFs; also called electric and magnetic fields) are invisible 

forces that surround electrical equipment, power cords, and power lines.  You cannot 
see or feel EMFs.

• Every time you use electricity and electrical appliances, you are exposed to EMFs at 
extremely low frequencies (ELF).  EMFs produced by both power lines and use of 
electrical appliances belong to this category.

• The levels of EMF drop off rapidly with distance from source.

HEALTH CANADA’S POSITION ON EMFS
There is no compelling scientific evidence that EMFs in living and school environments, regardless of distance from transmission
lines, cause ill health such as cancer.

Health Canada (2012) states:
“When you are inside your home, the magnetic fields from high voltage power lines and transformer boxes are often weaker than
those from household electrical appliances”.

Based on the available weight of evidence, Health Canada “does not consider that any precautionary measures are needed
regarding daily exposures to EMFs at ELFs. There is no conclusive evidence of any harm caused by exposures at levels found in
Canadian homes and schools, including those located just outside the boundaries of power line corridors”.

25

Thank You!
On behalf of the project team, 

thank you for attending this Open House.

Please remember to fill out a comment form before you go.

Input is always welcome:
Your input is important to us.  If you have any questions or concerns, or if you require 

further information regarding this project, please contact:

Oliver Romaniuk, Project Manager
NextBridge Infrastructure
Email: info@nextbridge.ca

Project Hotline: 1-888-767-3006

Be sure to visit the project website for updates:
www.nextbridge.ca
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Schedule D 

Milestone 12: Commencement of discussions with all landowners – 

proof of substantial completion 
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	1. By the Decision and Order dated August 7, 2013 (Decision), the Ontario Energy Board (OEB or Board) decided that the designated transmitter for the development phase of the proposed East-West Tie Line (EWT Project) is NextBridge Infrastructure (Next...
	2. In accordance with Ordering Paragraph 2 (page 42) of the Decision and the Board’s September 26, 2013 Decision and Order regarding Reporting by Designated Transmitter, NextBridge provides this monthly report. This report reflects the financial statu...
	3. This report is organized as follows:
	(a) A summary report on overall EWT Project progress.
	(b) A cost summary providing details for each cost category included in NextBridge’s Board approved development cost budget of: i) actual costs to date; ii) percentage of budgeted costs spent to date; iii) updated budget forecast (if applicable); and ...
	(c) A summary of the status of NextBridge’s Board approved development milestones, indicating those that are complete and the status (i.e. on schedule, ahead of schedule or delay/potential delay) of those in progress. If any delay or potential delay i...
	(d) A summary of risks and issues that have arisen during development work, including discussion of potential impact of any such developments on schedule, cost or scope, and discussion of options for mitigating or eliminating the risk or issue. This s...

	4. Overall during this period, work towards all milestones continued to progress and the EWT Project is on schedule.
	5. In respect of engineering work activities:
	(a) Draft load cases for the conductor and structures have been prepared in support of finalizing the design criteria and are under review;
	(b) Preliminary tower performance drawings and loadings were completed and an RFP has been issued to steel tower manufacturers in an effort to competitively source and contract the tower engineering, testing and supply; and
	(c) Field LIDAR aerial survey work was completed capturing the reference route and most of the alternate routes.  KBM Resources Group has begun to process the data and the remaining survey areas will be captured in spring 2014 when weather conditions ...

	6. In respect of route selection, land/ROW acquisition and community/municipal consultation activities:
	(a) Discussions with landowners and permitting agencies have continued.     Since the EWT Project November 21, 2013 Monthly Report was submitted, and in substantial compliance with the revised milestone target date of December 16, 2013, all identified...
	The final permitting agency was engaged on December 17, 2013. Discussions have been commenced with approximately 90% of landowners along the reference route and 78% of landowners along the alternate routes.  The outstanding landowners for whom discuss...

	(b) Activities within the community/municipal consultation area included:
	(i) Hosting six EWT Project Open Houses at locations along the reference and alternate routes in early December, specifically Marathon, Nipigon, Terrace Bay, Thunder Bay, Wawa and White River;
	(ii) Preparing open house materials, including various fact sheets, frequently asked questions and other public information documents.  These materials were available at the open houses starting on December 2, 2013.  Copies of the open house materials...
	(iii) Attending meetings with various Chamber of Commerce organizations.

	(c) Activities in respect of route selection, land/ROW acquisition included:
	(i) Continued updating of the line list through in-person Land Titles office visits, municipal tax roll review, further investigations with relevant Crown agencies and physical visits to specific properties;
	(ii) Initiation of discussions with Hydro One Networks Inc. (Hydro One) regarding  land related issues on the EWT Project;
	(iii) Issuance of various RFPs associated with work related to land acquisition support, land surveys and appraisals;
	(iv) Preparation of draft forms of agreement for land acquisition; and
	(v) Preparation for and participation in the EWT Project December Open Houses.


	7. Aboriginal engagement, consultation and participation activities included:
	(a) Submission of a draft First Nations and Métis Consultation Plan to the Ontario Ministry of Energy for review and comment in accordance with subparagraph 4.1(b) of the Memorandum of Understanding signed between NextBridge and the Ministry of Energy...
	(b) Meeting with the Métis Nation of Ontario to establish a separate memorandum of understanding with NextBridge to develop the parameters for consultation;
	(c) Further engagement through meetings with members of the 14 First Nations identified in the MOU as potentially affected by the EWT Project in order to shape consultation in their respective communities.  Attached at Schedule B is Appendix A to the ...
	(d) Continued discussions with the  Aboriginal communities that are closest to the proposed  EWT Project routes as to the nature of their participation; and
	(e) Preparation for and participation in the EWT Project December Open Houses.

	8. In respect of environmental assessment work, activities included:
	(a) Continued drafting of the Terms of Reference;
	(b) Completed initiation of discussions with all permitting agencies related to the EWT Project in substantial compliance with the revised target date for milestone 12;
	(c) Preparation for and participation in the EWT Project December Open Houses; and
	(d) Submission of a project description to Parks Canada for review.

	9. Additional general updates for the reporting period include:
	(a) In its November 21 Monthly Report (paragraph 9(a)), NextBridge noted that it was awaiting a response from Hydro One with respect to its proposed Connection Cost Estimate Agreement. On December 6, 2013 NextBridge received comments from Hydro One an...
	(b) The procedural steps respecting the appeal by the Ojibways of Pic River First Nation (Pic River) of the Board’s designation decision indicated in our previous update are proceeding on schedule, with a view to the appeal being perfected by January ...
	(c) In November 2013, NextBridge engaged Aird & Berlis LLP to provide legal counsel in relation to the EWT Project leave to construct and related rate applications.
	(d) NextBridge continues to conduct a rigorous search for a permanent Project Director and has discussed the opportunity with several candidates. To date, NextBridge has not yet engaged a suitable Project Director. Under the direct supervision of the ...

	10. Table 1, below, details for each cost category included in NextBridge’s Board approved development cost budget: i) actual costs to date; ii) percentage of budgeted costs spent to date; iii) updated budget forecast (if applicable); and iv) forecast...
	11. There are no development cost forecast changes arising from work to date.
	Table 1: Budgeted Costs Status
	12. Table 2, below, details costs to date not included in NextBridge’s Board approved development cost budget. This table includes two categories of cost expressly excluded from the development cost budget filed by NextBridge: First Nation and Métis l...
	13. The “Other” category on Table 2 records unbudgeted costs that are, for the most part, related to the Notice of Appeal filed by Pic River in the Ontario Divisional Court in respect of the Decision.
	Table 2: Unbudgeted Costs
	14. Table 3, below, provides a summary of the status of NextBridge’s Board approved development milestones, indicating those that are complete and the status of those in progress (i.e. on schedule, ahead of schedule or delay/potential delay).
	15. For each of the Board approved milestones, Table 3 provides:
	(a) The Board approved milestone date.
	(b) The status of those milestones due within 3 months of the reporting date.
	(c) A “revised forecast date” if applicable, indicating NextBridge’s current forecast of the date for completion of the relevant milestone if the current forecast differs from the Board approved date.

	16. NextBridge has focussed, for the purposes of this reporting, on the status of those milestones due within 3 months of the reporting date in order to highlight the development activities in respect of which efforts are primarily focussed, and which...
	17. NextBridge does review its development schedule on a monthly basis, in conjunction with preparation of these monthly reports, and should an issue or risk regarding a milestone that is scheduled beyond 3 months from the reporting date be identified...
	Table 3: Milestone Progress and Status
	Engineering Milestones
	Route Selection, Land/ROW Acquisition and Community/Municipal Consultation Milestones
	Aboriginal Engagement, Consultation and Participation Milestones
	Environmental Assessment (Provincial) Milestones
	Leave to Construct Milestone
	18. In respect of the milestone substantially completed during this reporting period:
	(a) Milestone 12: Commence negotiations or discussions with all landowners and permitting agencies. See discussion in paragraph 6(a) above.  Attached at Schedule C is a table listing the identified permitting agencies, the date upon which each agency ...
	Attached at Schedule D is a line list which provides landowner-specific notification information as proof of completion of the landowner engagement component of the milestone.  In accordance with Rule 9A of the Board’s Rules of Practice and Procedure,...

	19. With respect to milestones due within the next 3 months, activity is on track to achieve the relevant milestones in accordance with the Board approved target dates.
	Issues/Risks/Mitigation Summary
	20. This section of NextBridge’s monthly report provides a summary of risks and issues that have arisen during development work, including discussion on potential impact of any such developments on schedule, cost or scope, and of options for mitigatin...
	21. There are no risks or issues that have arisen during development work to date in respect of which NextBridge has identified an impact on its development schedule, cost or scope of work.


