




 
7.1 Basic Facts  
 
The information in this section is required to provide the Board with basic 
information about the application and an understanding of the details of the 
proposed SAA.  
 
General  
 
7.1.1 Provide the contact information for each of the following persons:  
 
(a) the applicant;  
 
Northern Ontario Wires Inc., 153 Sixth Avenue, P.O. Box 640, Cochrane, ON P0L 1C0 
Attention: Dan Boucher, General Manager Email: danb@nowinc.ca Tel: 705-272-
6669 Fax: 705-272-5035 
 
(b) the incumbent distributor;  
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. 
Attention: Pasquale Catalano 
483 Bay Street 
Toronto, ON M5G 2P5  
416-345-5405 
regulatory@hydroone.com 
 
 
(c) every affected customer, landowner, and developer in the area that is the 
subject of the SAA application;  
 

a. Vezeau Subdivision, as described by Registered Plan 6M494  
 

b. Chalmers Subdivision, as described by Registered Plan M346C (previously 
and always served by Northern Ontario Wires Inc.)  

 
c. 425, 436, 437, 438, 439, 440, 441, 443 and 451 Chalmers avenue (formerly 

Tenth Avenue) (previously and always served by Northern Ontario Wires 
Inc.). 

 
d. Chalmers Public School at 453 Chalmers Avenue (previously and always 

served by Northern Ontario Wires Inc.). 
 

e. 233, 381/383, 399, 435, 451, 455 and 461 Eighth Street (previously and 
always served by Northern Ontario Wires Inc.) 

 



f.  403, 430, 500, 501 and 503 Water Plant Road (previously and always 
served by Northern Ontario Wires Inc.). 

 
g. Lee Golf Club at 499 Second Avenue (previously and always served by 

Northern Ontario Wires Inc.). 
 
7.1.2 Indicate the reasons why this amendment should occur and identify any 
load transfers eliminated by the proposed SAA.  
 
Historically the service area for Northern Ontario Wires and its predecessors 
extended to the municipal boundaries of the town of Cochrane (see Attachment A 
describing the service territory circa 1999 for the Cochrane Public Utilities 
Commission, one of the predecessors to Northern Ontario Wired Inc.).  All of the 
proposed additions to the existing service area are within the historical service area, 
and connections b)-g) as described within section 7.1.1 were connected during the 
time period when the service area was described as extending to municipal 
boundaries of the town of Cochrane.  
 
Between the issuance of the transitional licence in 1999 (Attachment A) and the 
issuance and renewal of the licence to Northern Ontario Wires Inc. upon the 
amalgamation of several predecessor distributors (see Attachment B) the service 
area was inadvertently contracted through the use of specific boundaries rather 
then reference to the municipal boundaries of the Town of Cochrane; as a result, 
while the vast majority of Northern Ontario Wires Inc.’s connected customers fell 
within the restated service area, the connections described in 7.1.1 b)-g) were 
inadvertently omitted from the service area description even though all of those 
connections had originally and always been served by Northern Ontario Wires Inc. 
and its predecessor and had been included in the original service area as described 
in 1999.  Please see Attachment C for the most recent statement of the service area 
for Northern Ontario Wires Inc.. 
 
With respect to the connection described in section 7.1.1 a), the subdivision in 
question was connected in 2012 with the consent of Hydro One Networks Inc., with 
4 individual lots currently connected to the system. The subdivision falls within the 
original service area circa 1999, but is outside the boundaries of service area as 
currently defined such that an amendment is required to add the connection to the 
service area of Northern Ontario Wires Inc.. 
 
Description of Proposed Service Area  
 
7.1.3 Provide a detailed description of the lands that are the subject of the SAA 
application. For SAA applications dealing with individual customers, the 
description of the lands should include the lot number, the concession number, 
and the municipal address of the lands. The address should include the street 
number, municipality and/or county, and postal code of the lands. For SAA 
applications dealing with general expansion areas, the description of the lands 



should include the lot number and the concession number of the lands, if 
available, as well as a clear description of the boundaries of the area (including 
relevant geographical and geophysical features).  
 
As described in 7.1.1. (c).  
 
7.1.4 Provide one or more maps or diagrams of the area that is the subject of the 
SAA application. The maps or diagrams must identify the following information:  
 
Please see Attachment D for a map of the proposed Service Area. Please also see 
Attachment E, Which sets out the existing service area description and the proposed 
new service area description. 
 
Note that Northern Ontario Wires Inc. has three distinct service areas within its 
licence; one covering the Town of Cochrane, one covering the town of Iroquois Falls, 
and one covering the town of Kapuskasing.  For the purposes of the maps included 
in this application Northern Ontario Wires Inc. is including only maps relevant to 
the service area related to the Town of Cochrane since that is the area which is 
proposed for amendment, although the final service area description, in the event 
this application is successful, will include the two other service areas as they are 
currently described. 
 
Please also note that both the current and proposed service areas are surrounded 
entirely and only by Hydro One Networks Inc. as the incumbent distributor. 
 
a) the borders of the applicant’s service area;  
 
b)  the borders of the incumbent distributor's service area;  
 
c)  the borders of any alternate distributor's service area, if applicable;  
 
d)  the territory surrounding the area for which the applicant is making the SAA 
application;  
 
e)  the geographical and geophysical features of the area including, but not 
limited to, rivers and lakes, property borders, roads, and major public facilities; 
and  
 
f)  the existing facilities supplying the area that is the subject of the SAA 
application, if applicable, as well as the proposed facilities which will be utilized 
by the applicant to supply the area that is the subject of the SAA application 
(Note: if the proposed facilities will be utilized to also provide for expansion of 
load in the area that is the subject of the SAA application, identify that as well). 
 
Distribution Infrastructure In and Around the Proposed Amendment Area  
 



7.1.5 Provide a description of the proposed type of physical connection (i.e., 
individual customer; residential subdivision, commercial or industrial 
development, or general service area expansion).  
 
Customers in question are already connected to Northern Ontario Wires Inc.'s 
assets. 
 
The subdivision was connected with individual lots connected as homes are built. To 
date there are four homes connected and the other 46 lots are remaining serviced 
but unconnected. 
 
7.1.6 Provide a description of the applicant’s plans, if any, for similar expansions 
in lands adjacent to the area that is the subject of the SAA application. Provide a 
map or diagram showing the lands where expansions are planned in relation to 
the area that is the subject of the SAA application.  
 
Northern Ontario Wires Inc. is aware of two potential developments that, while 
outside the currently defined service area for Northern Ontario Wires Inc., fall 
within the service area description circa 1999.  See Attachment E for a map showing 
the proposed new developments as Northern Ontario Wires Inc. currently knows of 
them.  In the event these two developments proceed Northern Ontario Wires Inc. 
expects to work with the developers and Hydro One Networks Inc. to determine the 
appropriate connections and distributor for each development and, if Northern 
Ontario Wires Inc. is to be the distributor for these developments, bring forward a 
Service Area Amendment Application. 
 
7.2 Efficient Rationalization of the Distribution System  
 
The proposed SAA will be evaluated in terms of rational and efficient service 
area realignment. This evaluation will be undertaken from the perspective of 
economic (cost) efficiency as well as engineering (technical) efficiency. 
Applicants must demonstrate how the proposed SAA optimizes the use of 
existing infrastructure. In addition, applicants must indicate the long term 
impacts of the proposed SAA on reliability in the area to be served and on the 
ability of the system to meet growth potential in the area. Even if the proposed 
SAA does not represent the lowest cost to any particular party, the proposed SAA 
may promote economic efficiency if it represents the most effective use of 
existing resources and reflects the lowest long run economic cost of service to all 
parties.  
 
7.2.1 In light of the above, provide a comparison of the economic and 
engineering efficiency for the applicant and the incumbent distributor to serve 
the area that is the subject of the SAA application. The comparison must include 
the following:  
 
a) the location of the point of delivery and the point of connection;  



 
N/A 
 
b) the proximity of the proposed connection to an existing, well-developed 
electricity distribution system;  
 
N/A 
 
c) the fully allocated connection costs for supplying the customer (i.e., individual 
customers or developers) unless the applicant and the incumbent distributor 
provide a reason why providing the fully allocated connection costs is 
unnecessary for the proposed SAA (Note: the Board will determine if the reason 
provided is acceptable).  
 
N/A 
 
d) the amount of any capital contribution required from the customer;  
 
N/A 
 
e) the costs for stranded equipment (i.e., lines, cables, and transformers) that 
would need to be de-energized or removed;  
 
N/A 
 
f) information on whether the proposed SAA enhances, or at a minimum doses 
not decrease, the reliability of the infrastructure in the area that is the subject of 
the SAA application and in regions adjacent to the area that is the subject of the 
SAA application over the long term;  
 
N/A 
 
g) information on whether the proposed infrastructure will provide for cost- 
efficient expansion if there is growth potential in the area that is the subject of 
the SAA application and in regions adjacent to the area that is the subject of the 
SAA application; and  
 
The customers in question are already connected to the distribution system. The 
Vezeau subdivision was serviced (all 50 lots) and four customers are currently 
connected. 
 
h) information on whether the proposed infrastructure will provide for cost- 
efficient improvements and upgrades in the area that is the subject of the SAA 
application and in regions adjacent to the area that is the subject of the SAA 
application.  
 



The customers in question are already connected to the distribution system. 
 
7.3 Impacts Arising from the Proposed Amendment  
 
Description of Impacts  
 
7.3.1 Identify any affected customers or landowners.  
 
Customers as outlined in 7.1.1. (c) will not be affected by this change as they are 
already being serviced by Northern Ontario Wires Inc..  
 
7.3.2 Provide a description of any impacts on costs, rates, service quality, and 
reliability for customers in the area that is the subject of the SAA application 
that arise as a result of the proposed SAA. If an assessment of service quality 
and reliability impacts cannot be provided, explain why.  
 
There will be no negative impact on service quality or reliability or rates for these 
customers. 
 
7.3.3 Provide a description of any impacts on costs, rates, service quality, and 
reliability for customers of any distributor outside the area that is the subject of 
the SAA application that arise as a result of the proposed SAA. If an assessment 
of service quality and reliability impacts cannot be provided, explain why.  
 
This SAA application will have no impact on customers. 
 
7.3.4 Provide a description of the impacts on each distributor involved in the 
proposed SAA. If these impacts have already been described elsewhere in the 
application, providing cross-references is acceptable.  
 
Both distributors involved with this application will be able to service their 
respective customers through their own distribution systems. 
 
7.3.5 Provide a description of any assets which may be stranded or become 
redundant if the proposed SAA is granted.  
 
There will be no stranded assets or redundancies if the proposed SAA is granted. 
 
7.3.6 Identify any assets that are proposed to be transferred to or from the 
applicant. If an asset transfer is required, has the relevant application been filed 
in accordance with section 86 of the Act? If not, indicate when the applicant will 
be filing the relevant section 86 application.  
 
No transfer of assets are proposed for this project. 
 



7.3.7 Identify any customers that are proposed to be transferred to or from the 
applicant.  
 
N/A 
 
7.3.8 Provide a description of any existing load transfers or retail points of 
supply that will be eliminated.  
 
N/A 
 
7.3.9 Identify any new load transfers or retail points of supply that will be 
created as a result of the proposed SAA. If a new load transfer will be created, 
has the applicant requested leave of the Board in accordance with section 6.5.5 
of the Distribution System Code (“DSC”)? If not, indicate when the applicant will 
be filing its request for leave under section 6.5.5 of the DSC with the Board. If a 
new retail point of supply will be created, does the host distributor (i.e., the 
distributor who provides electricity to an embedded distributor) have an 
applicable Board approved rate? If not, indicate when the host distributor will 
be filing an application for the applicable rate.  
 
There are no new load transfers or retail points that will be created. 
 
Evidence of Consideration and Mitigation of Impacts  
 
7.3.10 Provide written confirmation by the applicant that all affected persons 
have been provided with specific and factual information about the proposed 
SAA. As part of the written confirmation, the applicant must include details of 
any communications or consultations that may have occurred between 
distributors regarding the proposed SAA.  
 
HONI's consent letter (Attachment G) demonstrates communication between NOW 
Inc. and HONI. With respect to the customers, as noted above the customers 
described in s. 7.1.1 c) b) to g) were connected to the system when the service area 
description of Northern Ontario Wires Inc. and its predecessors properly 
encompassed those connections. With respect to the Vezeau subdivision the builder 
requested Northern Ontario Wires Inc. specifically as their distributor and HONI 
consented to the connection by Northern Ontario Wires Inc.  
 
7.3.11 Provide a letter from the incumbent distributor in which the incumbent 
distributor indicates that it consents to the application.  
 
Please see Attachment G. 
 
7.3.12 Provide a written response from all affected customers, developers, and 
landowners consenting to the application, if applicable.  
 



N/A 
 
7.3.13 Provide evidence of attempts to mitigate impacts where customer and/or 
asset transfers are involved (i.e., customer rate smoothing or mitigation, and 
compensation for any stranded assets).  
 
N/A 
 
7.4 Customer Preference  
 
The Board, in the RP-2003-0044 decision, stated that customer preference is an 
important, but not overriding consideration when assessing the merits of an 
SAA.  
 
7.4.1 An applicant who brings forward an application where customer choice 
may be a factor must provide a written statement signed by the customer 
(which includes landowners and developers) indicating the customer's 
preference.  
 
N/A 
 
7.5 Additional Information Requirements for Contested Applications  
 
N/A-Application is on consent. 









































































































NORTHERN ONTARIO WIRES INC. 
Electricity Distribution Licence ED-2003-0018 

 
CURRENT DEFINITION OF DISTRIBUTION SERVICE AREA 

 
This Schedule specifies the area in which the Licensee is authorized to 
distribute and sell electricity in accordance with paragraph 8.1 of this 
Licence. 
 

1.  The former Town of Cochrane as of December 31, 1999 described 
by:    

   
  North: Eighth Street/Chalmers Subdivision  
  East: North Road   
  South: Highway 11   
  West: Western Avenue  
 
2.  The former town of Iroquois Falls as of December 31, 1997 

described by:    
   
  North: Anson Drive/Abitibi River   
  East: Detroyes Avenue   
  West: Ambridge Drive/Tank Road/Leroux Street  
 
3.  The Town of Kapuskasing as of September 11, 2001.    
   
  North: Mateeve Avenue  
  East: Cherry Street   
  South: Highway 11   
  West: Kapuskasing Airport  
 
4.  The customer, located at 461 Eighth Street in the Town of Cochrane 

and described as Glackmeyer Con 2 Pt Lot 19 RP 6R7793 Part 1-
2.50A.  

  



NORTHERN ONTARIO WIRES INC. 
Electricity Distribution Licence ED-2003-0018 

 
PROPOSED DEFINITION OF DISTRIBUTION SERVICE AREA 

 
This Schedule specifies the area in which the Licensee is authorized to 
distribute and sell electricity in accordance with paragraph 8.1 of this 
Licence. 
 

1.  The former Town of Cochrane as of December 31, 1999 described 
by:    

   
  North: Eighth Street/Chalmers Subdivision  
  East: North Road   
  South: Highway 11   
  West: Western Avenue  
 
2.  The customer, located at 461 Eighth Street in the Town of Cochrane 

and described as Glackmeyer Con 2 Pt Lot 19 RP 6R7793 Part 1-
2.50A. 

 
3.  The customers in the Town of Cochrane north of Eighth Street 

located at: 
 

a. Vezeau Subdivision, as described by registered Plan 6M494 
b. Chalmers Subdivision, as described by Registered Plan 

M346C 
c. 425, 436, 437, 438, 439, 440, 441, 443 and 451 Chalmers 

avenue (formerly Tenth Avenue) 
d. Chalmers Public School at 453 Chalmers Avenue 
e. 233, 381/383, 399, 435, 451, 455 and 461 Eighth Street 
f. 403, 430, 500, 501 and 503 Water Plant Road 
g. Lee Golf Club at 499 Second Avenue 

 
2.  The former town of Iroquois Falls as of December 31, 1997 

described by:    
   
  North: Anson Drive/Abitibi River   
  East: Detroyes Avenue   
  South: Majestic Avenue 
  West: Ambridge Drive/Tank Road/Leroux Street  
 



3.  The Town of Kapuskasing as of September 11, 2001.    
   
  North: Mateeve Avenue  
  East: Cherry Street   
  South: Highway 11   
  West: Kapuskasing Airport 



.
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