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4. Protecting cultural heritage and the natural environment

Naturalh eritage

Th e O n tario govern m en tprotectssign ifican tn aturalfeatures,such as:

1. P rovin c ially sign ifican tw etlan d s,in clud in g th ose in coastalareas
2. A reasof n aturalan d scien tific in terest(A NSIs).A NSIsare areasof lan d an d w aterth at

represen tsign ifican tgeologicalan d biologicalfeatures
3. Sign ifican tw ood lan d san d valleylan d s
4. Sign ifican th abitatn ecessary to sustain w ild life,in clud in g bird san d bats
5. Provincial parks and conservation reserves

Th ese n aturalfeatures,parksan d con servation reserves,are protected by a setback forallelem en tsof a
ren ew able en ergy project.Form ostfeatures,an d forprovin c ialparksan d con servation reserves,th e
setback is120 m etresw ith th e on ly exception bein g a setback of 50 m etresfrom earth scien ce areasof
n aturalan d scien tific in terest.

If th e applican tw an tsto locate th e projectw ith in th e setback,th ey w illh ave to un d ertake a stud y an d
subm ita report,aspartof th e application ,th atid en tifiesan d assessesan y n egative en viron m en taleffects
of th e projecton th e feature (orprovin c ialpark orcon servation reserve)an d id en tifiesth e m itigation
m easuresto be un d ertaken to m itigate th ose effects.

No projectsare allow ed w ith in provin c ially sign ifican tw etlan d sin south ern O n tario an d provin c ially
sign ifican tcoastalw etlan d s,even w ith a stud y.A sw ell,n o projectm ay be allow ed to be located in a
provin c ialpark ora con servation reserve (exceptw h ere perm itted un d erth e P rovin c ialP arksan d
C on servation ReservesA ct).

To h elp an applican tin protectin g th ese features,th e M in istry of NaturalResourcesw illreview m aterialin
ad van ce of th e application bein g subm itted .Th e M in istry of NaturalResourcesalso provid esguid an ce
m aterialto h elp applican tsd eterm in e if a feature issign ifican tan d offersin form ation on d ifferen t
approach esto m in im ize en viron m en taleffects.A pplican tsm ustin clud e a copy of th e M in istry of Natural
Resources’com m en tsw ith th eirREA application .


