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June 20, 2014 
 
 
 
VIA COURIER, EMAIL, RESS 
 
 
Ms. Kirsten Walli 
Board Secretary 
Ontario Energy Board 
2300 Yonge Street, 27th Floor 
Toronto, ON  
M4P 1E4 
 
Dear Ms. Walli: 
 
Re:   EB-2011-0140: East-West Tie Line Designation 

Monthly Report June 20, 2014 
 
Enclosed for filing is the monthly report for Upper Canada Transmission, Inc. 
(“NextBridge”).  Please note that the Current Line List indicating Date Initial Landowner 
Notification Completed found under Schedule A has been provided in a redacted 
format.  An un-redacted version will be provided under a separate cover. 
 
This submission has been filed through RESS this afternoon. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
(Original Signed) 
 
Tania Persad 
Senior Legal Counsel, Enbridge Gas Distribution Inc. 
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EB-2011-0140  

ONTARIO ENERGY BOARD 

 

IN THE MATTER OF sections 70 and 78 of the Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998; 

AND IN THE MATTER OF a Board-initiated proceeding to designate an electricity 
transmitter to undertake development work for a new electricity transmission line 
between Northeast and Northwest Ontario: the East-West Tie Line. 

 

UPPER CANADA TRANSMISSION, INC.  
(d/b/a NextBridge Infrastructure) 

 
Monthly Report  

June 20, 2014 
1. By the Decision and Order dated August 7, 2013 (Decision), the Ontario Energy 

Board (OEB or Board) decided that the designated transmitter for the 

development phase of the proposed East-West Tie Line (EWT Project) is 

NextBridge Infrastructure (NextBridge). 

2. In accordance with Ordering Paragraph 2 (page 42) of the Decision and the 

Board’s September 26, 2013 Decision and Order regarding Reporting by 

Designated Transmitter, NextBridge provides this monthly report. This report 

reflects the financial status of development work on the EWT Project through 

May 31, 2014. Other aspects of this report are current as of the close of business 

on the last business day prior to the filing date. 

3. This report is organized as follows: 

(a) A summary report on overall EWT Project progress. 

(b) A cost summary providing details for each cost category included in 
NextBridge’s Board approved development cost budget of: i) actual costs 
to date; ii) percentage of budgeted costs spent to date; iii) updated budget 
forecast (if applicable); and iv) forecast variance. Reasons for any forecast 
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variance and associated mitigating measures for negative forecast 
variances are also provided. 

(c) A summary of the status of NextBridge’s Board approved development 
milestones, indicating those that are complete and the status (i.e. on 
schedule, ahead of schedule or delay/potential delay) of those in progress. 
If any delay or potential delay in achievement of any of the milestones has 
been identified, the reasons for the delay, the magnitude and impact of the 
delay on the broader development schedule and cost, and mitigating steps 
that have been or will be taken, are reviewed. 

(d) A summary of risks and issues that have arisen during development work, 
including discussion of potential impact of any such developments on 
schedule, cost or scope, and discussion of options for mitigating or 
eliminating the risk or issue. This section also provides an update on any 
previously identified risks or issues. 

Overall Project Progress 

4. Overall during this period, work towards all milestones continued to progress and 

the EWT Project is on schedule. 

5. In respect of engineering work: 

(a) detailed engineering of the lattice tower structures in support of the 
fabrication and testing of the prototypes is in progress and on schedule; 
and 

(b) surveying additional LIDAR collection and mobilization for geotechnical 
testing efforts have commenced. 

6. In respect of route selection, land/ROW acquisition and community/municipal 

consultation activities, discussions with landowners, permitting agencies and 

other stakeholders have continued. 

(a) Activities within the community/municipal consultation area included: 

(i) continued planning of Round Two public open houses tentatively 
scheduled for this summer in the EWT Project area and 
continuation of notification material preparation; and 

(ii) further interactions with Dorion Township Council in relation to a 
Deputation to Township Council dated May 6, 2014 by a Dorion 



EB-2011-0140 
Upper Canada Transmission, Inc. (NextBridge) 

Monthly Report 
June 20, 2014 

 3  

area citizens group proposing alternative routes for consideration 
and a Dorion Township Council resolution dated May 20, 2014 
seeking to prohibit new transmission infrastructure within the 
township. 

(b) Activities in respect of route selection, land/ROW acquisition included: 

(i) Commencement of discussions with all landowners along both the 
Reference Route and alternate routes still under consideration in 
accordance with the revised target date for milestone 12; 

(ii) continued engagement and outreach with landowners potentially 
directly affected along the Reference Route and alternate routes 
still under consideration; 

(iii) continued consultation with landowners (including corporate 
landowners, government ministries and local municipalities), Crown 
disposition and claim holders in support of obtaining consent for 
geotechnical studies and environmental assessment activity; 

(iv) continued response to landowner queries as received, including 
queries in connection with the Terms of Reference (ToR), current 
routes under consideration, the Land Acquisition program, and the 
EWT Project in general; and 

(v) development and finalization of the Forms of Agreement to be 
utilized for land acquisition purposes. 

7. In respect of Aboriginal engagement, consultation and participation, activities 

included: 

(a) ongoing engagement activities with the 18 identified First Nation and Métis 
communities; 

(b) meeting with Batchewana First Nation on May 26th to introduce the EWT 
Project and learn more about the community’s consultation needs.  A 
follow-up meeting occurred on June 12th to discuss Batchewana’s 
consultation protocol in-depth; and 

(c) preliminary consultation meetings with the leadership and staff of the 
Bamkushwada group of First Nations (Fort William, Red Rock Indian 
Band, Pays Plat, Pic Mobert, Ojibways of Pic River and Michipicoten).  
The development of a work plan for a consolidated consultation effort is 
underway.  A work plan to complete the negotiation of definitive 



EB-2011-0140 
Upper Canada Transmission, Inc. (NextBridge) 

Monthly Report 
June 20, 2014 

 4  

documentation regarding economic participation is also under 
development. 

8. In respect of environmental assessment activities, work included: 

(a) environmental site assessment field staff mobilization and data collection 
in the EWT Project area; 

(b) submission of amended ToR to the Ministry of Environment on May 22, 
2014 addressing comments received related to alternatives assessment; 

(c) continued consultation with the Ministries of Environment and Natural 
Resources in support of the environmental assessment (EA); 

(d) meetings with numerous interested parties in connection with the 
collection of socioeconomic data for the EA; 

(e) continued discussions with the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) to 
discuss data collected to date, data requested from MNR and detailed 
work plans; and 

(f) coordination of efforts with engineering, land and aboriginal teams 
regarding the geotechnical drilling to obtain the necessary approvals from 
MNR, private land owners and aboriginal communities. 

9. Additional general updates for the reporting period include: 

(a)  Steven Zucchet, Borealis EWT Inc.’s representative on the NextBridge 
Board of Directors has been replaced by Katherine Hammond.  Ms. 
Hammond, who is Vice President, Legal at Borealis, currently sits on the 
Aboriginal Advisory Board for NextBridge. Ms. Hammond’s biographical 
summary was included in NextBridge’s Application for Designation at 
Appendix A3. 

(b)  NextBridge continues to engage in dialogue with the Ontario Independent 
Electricity System Operator regarding preparation of the system impact 
assessment (SIA). Once the first draft of the SIA study is completed 
(currently anticipated July 2014), NextBridge will be in a position to 
coordinate with Hydro One Networks Inc. to complete the construction 
cost estimate for interconnection of the EWT Project. 

Cost Summary 

10. Table 1, below, details for each cost category included in NextBridge’s Board 

approved development cost budget: i) actual costs to date; ii) percentage of 
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budgeted costs spent to date; iii) updated budget forecast (if applicable); and iv) 

forecast variance. 

11. There are no development cost forecast changes arising from work to date 

beyond that previously reported. 
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Table 1: Budgeted Costs Status 

 

 PROJECT TO DATE  TOTAL PROJECT ESTIMATE 
        

Cost Category Actual1 

% of 
total 

budget  Forecast Budget2 
Variance 

$ 
Variance 

% 
Budgeted        
 
Engineering, Design 
and Procurement 
Activity 

       
$2,280,690  21.6%   $10,553,292  

 
$10,553,292               -    0% 

 
Permitting and 
Licensing               -    0.0%         47,320         47,320               -    0% 
 
Environmental and 
Regulatory Approvals 

     
1,510,042   42. 0%     3,592,680     3,592,680               -    0% 

 
Land Rights 
(Acquisitions or 
options) 

         
1,021,959  51.3%     1,746,000     1,991,000  

            
245,0003    12.3% 

 
First Nation and 
Métis Consultation 

       
675,842  39.2%     1,724,000     1,724,000               -    0% 

Other Consultation 
           

478,954  96.6%        741,001        496,001  
             

(245,000)3    (49.4)% 
 
Regulatory (legal 
support, rate case 
and LTC filings)      544,594  55.3%        985,000        985,000               -    0% 
 
Interconnection 
Studies 

              
46,322    25.9%        179,000        179,000               -    0% 

 
Project Management      907,805  69.8%     1,300,000     1,300,000               -    0% 
 
Contingency 
(Engineering, Design 
and Procurement)               -    0.0%     1,529,708     1,529,708               -    0% 

Total  
     

$7,466,208  33.3%   $22,398,001  
 

$22,398,001               -    0% 
 

                                            
1 “Actual” refers to actual costs plus estimated accruals. 
2 This total refers to the Development Phase budgeted amount as approved by the Board in file EB-2011-
0140 Phase 2 Decision and Order dated August 7, 2013. 
3 As reported in the EWT Project March 21, 2014 Monthly Report. 
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12. Table 2, below, details costs to date not included in NextBridge’s Board approved 

development cost budget. This table includes two categories of cost expressly 

excluded from the development cost budget filed by NextBridge: First Nation and 

Métis land acquisition costs and First Nation and Métis participation costs (see 

NextBridge Response to Interrogatory 26 to all applicants, attachment 1). 

13. The “Other” category on Table 2 records unbudgeted costs that are, to date, for 

the most part related to the Notice of Appeal filed by Pic River in the Ontario 

Divisional Court in respect of the Decision. 

Table 2: Unbudgeted Costs 

Cost Category 

Current month 
project to date 

Actual4 

Prior month 
project to date 

Actual4 
    

Not Budgeted   
 
First Nation and Métis Land Acquisition $                         7,332  

 
$                           - 

 
First Nation and Métis Participation                     766,218    

 
409,350 

 
Other Costs Not included in Budgeted Categories 224,862 

 
134,867 

 
Carrying Cost 12,881 

 
7,017 

 
Taxes and Duties                     -    

 
- 

Total Not Budgeted $                  1,011,293   $            551,234 
 

Development Milestone Summary 

14. Table 3, below, provides a summary of the status of NextBridge’s Board 

approved development milestones, indicating those that are complete and the 

status of those in progress (i.e. on schedule, ahead of schedule or delay/potential 

delay). 

15. For each of the Board approved milestones, Table 3 provides: 

                                            
4 “Actual” refers to actual costs plus estimated accruals. 
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(a) The Board approved milestone date. 

(b) The status of those milestones due within 3 months of the reporting date. 

(c) A “revised forecast date” if applicable, indicating NextBridge’s current 
forecast of the date for completion of the relevant milestone if the current 
forecast differs from the Board approved date. 

16. NextBridge has focussed, for the purposes of this reporting, on the status of 

those milestones due within 3 months of the reporting date in order to highlight 

the development activities in respect of which efforts are primarily focussed, and 

which are of most immediate relevance to project progress and status. At this 

stage in project development, but for this approach all milestones would indicate 

“On schedule”, but such information would be of limited use to the Board given 

that the relevant milestones are currently far out in time. As the development 

work progresses, the status column will be completed for more of the milestones. 

17. NextBridge does review its development schedule on a monthly basis, in 

conjunction with preparation of these monthly reports, and should an issue or risk 

regarding a milestone that is scheduled beyond 3 months from the reporting date 

be identified, NextBridge will nonetheless report on that issue or risk, and include 

an appropriate status indication and revised forecast date in Table 3. 
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Table 3: Milestone Progress and Status 

Engineering Milestones 
 
 Milestone Board Approved 

Date 
Status Revised 

Forecast Date 
1 Initiate engineering 13 Sep 2013 Completed  
2 Sign contract for engineering 31 Oct 2013 Completed  
3 Finalize design criteria for conductor 

and structure 
31 Jan 2014 Completed  

4 Complete conductor optimization study 7 Mar 2014 Completed  
5 File request for a System Impact 

Assessment (SIA) with the IESO 
12 Mar 2014 Completed  

6 Status report on progress toward 
finalization of structure choice 

31 Mar 2014 Completed  

7 Obtain senior management approval of 
the structure configuration proposal 

1 July 2014 On schedule  

8 Complete aerial surveys 14 Oct 2014   
9 Receive final SIA from the IESO 21 Nov 2014   

Route Selection, Land/ROW Acquisition and Community/Municipal Consultation 
Milestones 
 
 Milestone Board Approved 

Date 
Status Revised 

Forecast Date 
10 Prepare list of landowners along the 

ROW 
10 Oct 2013 Completed  

11 Complete design of Landowner, 
Community and Municipal Consultation 
Plan 

1 Nov 2013 
Completed 

 

12 Commence negotiations or discussions 
with all landowners and permitting 
agencies 

25 Nov 2013 

Completed 

May 30, 2014  
as per EWT 

Project April 22, 
2014 Monthly 

Report 
13 Finalize proposed route and obtain 

senior management approval 
1 Jul 2014 On schedule  
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Aboriginal Engagement, Consultation and Participation Milestones 
 
 Milestone Board Approved 

Date  
Status Revised 

Forecast Date 
14 Send introductory correspondence to 

aboriginal communities 
30 Aug 2013 Completed  

15 Initial meeting with Ministry of Energy 
regarding the MOU for delegation 

15 Sept 2013 
Completed 

 

16 Complete initial/introductory contact 
with all aboriginal communities 
identified by the Ministry of Energy 

30 Sept 2013 
Completed 

 

17 Sign MOU with Ministry of Energy 
regarding the delegation 

5 Nov 2013 Completed  

18 Complete design of First Nations and 
Métis Participation Plan with community 
input 

2 Jan 2014 
Completed 

 

19 Complete design of First Nations and 
Métis Consultation Plan with community 
input 

2 Jan 2014 
 Completed 

 

Environmental Assessment (Provincial) Milestones 
 
 Milestone Board Approved 

Date 
Status Revised 

Forecast Date 
20 Consult with environmental agencies 

(Ministry of Environment, Ministry of 
Natural Resources, Parks Canada and 
Ontario Parks) 

10 Oct 2013 

Completed 

 

21 Issue notice of draft Terms of 
Reference (ToR) available for review 

16 Jan 2014 Completed  

22 File Environmental Assessment ToR 28 Feb 2014 Completed  
23 Initiate wildlife, aquatics and early 

season vegetation assessments 
1 May 2014 

Completed 

May 20, 2014 - 
as per EWT 

Project April 22, 
2014 Monthly 

Report 
24 Approval of Environmental Assessment 

ToR 
3 Jul 2014 On schedule  

25 Complete Environmental Assessment 
Consultation Report  

27 Jan 2015 
 

 

26 Submit Environmental Assessment to 
Ministry of Environment 

27 Jan 2015   
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Leave to Construct Milestone 
 
 Milestone Board Approved 

Date 
Status Revised 

Forecast Date 
27 Submit Leave to Construct (LTC) 

application 
28 Jan 2015   

 

18. In respect of the milestone achieved during this reporting period: 

(a) Milestone 12:  Commence negotiations or discussions with all 
landowners and permitting agencies.  The initiation of consultation has 
been completed.  Notification Materials were sent to the address contained 
in Tax Assessment Roll numbers of all landowners along the proposed 
Reference Route and alternate routes still under consideration.  Attached 
at Schedule A is a current line list which provides landowner-specific 
notification information as proof of completion of the landowner 
engagement component of the milestone.  In accordance with Rule 9A of 
the Board’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, the names and municipal 
addresses of the landowners have been removed.  A non-redacted version 
of the list will be filed with the Board Secretary.  Please note that the client 
ID numbers listed in the current line list do not correlate with the item 
numbers included in the Mailing Line List included at Schedule D to the 
EWT Project December 20, 2013 Monthly Report.  Although the PIN 
numbers correlate, the line list appended to this Monthly Report represents 
an updated and more comprehensive line list for the EWT Project and 
should be used for reference purposes going forward.  While components 
of landowner notification materials were previously filed as part of the 
November 21, 2013, January 22, and April 22, 2014 EWT Project Monthly 
Reports, for ease of reference and for the convenience of the Board, 
please find attached at Schedule B a complete set of the suite of 
notification materials provided as appropriate in initiating negotiations and 
discussions with landowners. 

19. In respect of the outstanding milestones, activity is currently on track to achieve 

the relevant milestones in accordance with the Board approved target dates. 

Issues/Risks/Mitigation Summary 

20. This section of NextBridge’s monthly report provides a summary of risks and 

issues that have arisen during development work, including discussion on 

potential impact of any such developments on schedule, cost or scope, and of 

options for mitigating or eliminating the risk or issue. 
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21. There are no risks or issues that have arisen during development work to date in 

respect of which NextBridge has identified an impact on its development 

schedule, cost or scope of work. 
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Attachments to NextBridge Monthly Report 

 

Schedule A 

Milestone 12: Commence negotiations or discussions with all 
landowners and permitting agencies – proof of completion, landowner 

component 

 

Current Line List indicating Date Initial Landowner Notification Completed 
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Attachments to NextBridge Monthly Report 

 

Schedule B 

Consolidated bundle of Notification Materials provided to landowners 
in commencing negotiations or discussions per Milestone 12 



 
 
November 6, 2013 
 
[Address Block] 
 
RE: Proposed NextBridge Infrastructure New East West Tie Transmission Project 
 
 
Dear [FirstName LastName], 
 
A new electric power transmission line, anticipated to generally parallel the existing East West Tie between 
Thunder Bay and Wawa, Ontario, is being developed to maintain a reliable, long-term supply of electricity in 
northwestern Ontario.       
 
NextBridge Infrastructure (NextBridge), a partnership between NextEra Energy Canada, Enbridge Inc., and Borealis 
Infrastructure, has initiated the Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment for a new 400 kilometre, 
double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line from Thunder Bay to Wawa, Ontario.  The new East West Tie is 
anticipated to generally parallel the existing East West Tie with possible alternatives to avoid potentially sensitive 
features.    
 
The enclosed notice and newsletter provide additional information about the project.  We ask that you review this 
information, visit the project web site at www.nextbridge.ca, and consider attending one of our upcoming Open 
Houses to get more information about the project.  We are committed to engaging community members and 
stakeholders throughout the process and invite you to contact us if you have questions, comments, require further 
information, or have information that would be helpful for project planning.  Information about the Open Houses 
is included in the attached newsletter and notice. 
 
You are receiving this letter because you have been identified as a potentially impacted resident, occupant, 
landowner, or other stakeholder located on or near the proposed project.  If your land has been identified as 
potentially impacted by the proposed project, a NextBridge representative will be contacting you within the next 
few weeks to further discuss this project.  If you would like to contact us directly, please do so at the number or 
email below. 
 
We Want to Hear From You  

We would like to thank you for participating in our consultation program for this project.  Your input is important 
to us.  If you have any questions or concerns, or if you require further information regarding this project, please call 

our toll-free phone line at 1-888-767-3006 or email info@nextbridge.ca and leave your contact information or 
visit our project web site at www.nextbridge.ca.  
 
Sincerely, 

 

 

Cindy Tindell, Director 

NextBridge Infrastructure 

 
Si vous désirez ces informations en français, s'il vous plaît contactez René C. Viau à 647-700-3028 ou 
renev@standardland.com.  

http://www.nextbridge.ca/
mailto:info@nextbridge.ca
http://www.nextbridge.ca/
mailto:renev@standardland.com


Stakeholder Consultation 
Members of the community, public, landowners, 
stakeholder groups, government agencies, and other 
interested persons are encouraged to participate in 
the planning process.  The two key areas that 
NextBridge is currently focusing on are route 
identification and the development of the Terms of 
Reference.  Meetings will be held with various 
interested groups and persons along the proposed 
routes.  In addition, Open Houses will be held 
throughout the planning process.     

The first round of Open Houses will be held at 
following locations from 4pm to 8pm:   

 THUNDER BAY – December 2: Current River 
Community Centre 

 NIPIGON – December 3: Nipigon Legion Branch #32 
 MARATHON – December 4: Marathon High School 
 WAWA – December 5: Michipicoten Memorial 

Community Centre 

 WHITE RIVER – December 10: Royal Canadian  
Legion Branch 

 TERRACE BAY – December 11: Terrace Bay Cultural 
Centre 

 

Information presented at the Open Houses will be 
available on the project web site at www.nextbridge.ca 
 
First Nations and Métis 
Consultation 
A dedicated consultation process has been  
established for First Nation and Métis communities 
located in proximity to the project.  Members of First 
Nations and Métis communities are also welcome to 
attend the Open Houses listed above.  
 

Getting Involved 
We would like to thank you for your ongoing 
participation in our consultation program for this 
project.  Your input is important to us.  If you have  
any questions or concerns, or if you require further 
information regarding this project, please contact: 

Oliver Romaniuk, Project Manager 
NextBridge Infrastructure 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1720 
Toronto, ON  M5H 2Y2 
Email: info@nextbridge.ca 
Fax:  416-364-2533 
Project Hotline: 1-888-767-3006 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Newsletter  

EAST-WEST TIE TRANSMISSION PROJECT   
 

NextBridge Infrastructure wants to Connect the 
North with a New East-West Tie Transmission Line 
The new East-West Tie was identified as a priority electric power transmission project 
by the Government of Ontario.  The new line is anticipated to generally parallel the 
existing East-West Tie between Thunder Bay and Wawa, Ontario.   

NextBridge Infrastructure (NextBridge), the proponent for the project, is committed 
to consulting with all interested community members and stakeholders in a clear and 
mutually respectful manner throughout the life of the project. 

This is the first of several newsletters that will be distributed during the course of the 
project.  We invite you to review the information contained within and contact us if 
you require further information,  
have comments or questions, or  
have information that is  
important for project planning. 

We look forward to hearing from  
you and meeting you at one of  
the Open Houses planned for  
the project. 

 

Who We Are 
NextBridge draws on the  
experience and resources of  
three infrastructure leaders –  
NextEra Energy Canada,  
Enbridge Inc., and Borealis  
Infrastructure – in our plan for development, financing, construction, operation, and 
maintenance of the project, together with a well‐aligned interest in owning and 
operating the new East-West Tie over the course of its useful life. NextBridge is 
committed to increasing the competiveness and cost effectiveness of providing 
transmission service to the ratepayers of Ontario.  
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Issue 1  -   November 2013 

Connecting Ontario’s Northwest 
 

Additional Resources 
We encourage you to become as informed as possible about this 
project.  Please visit the web sites below for additional information 
about energy and environmental decision making in Ontario and 
about the new East-West Tie.  

Ontario Energy Board 
www.ontarioenergyboard.ca 
Ontario Power Authority 
www.powerauthority.on.ca 
Independent Electricity System Operator  
www.ieso.ca  
Ministry of the Environment 
www.ene.gov.on.ca  
Ministry of Energy 
www.energy.gov.on.ca  
 

For more information on the new East-West Tie visit 
www.nextbridge.ca 

 
If you received this newsletter directly from NextBridge you are on our 
contact list for this project and we will continue sending you project 
information. 

2010 

2011 
 
 

2012 

 
Aug 2013 

 

 

 
Nov 2013 

Dec 2013 

Feb 2014 

July 2014 

 
July 2014 

Oct 2014 

Jan 2015 

Jan 2015 

Dec 2015 

Government of Ontario identifies the project as a Priority Project  

Minister of Energy asks the Ontario Energy Board (OEB) to undertake 
a designation process to select a transmitter to develop the project 

OEB directs bidders to the reference corridor and a proposed in-
service date 

NextBridge selected as the designated transmitter to complete 
development work related to the project 

 

 
Notice of Commencement of Terms of Reference (TOR) 

Open Houses Round One 

Submission of TOR 

Anticipated TOR Approval and Environmental Assessment (EA) 
Commencement 

Open Houses Round Two 

Open Houses Round Three 

EA submission to Ministry of the Environment (MOE) 

Submit Leave to Construct Application to OEB 

MOE Decision on EA  

 

C U R R E N T  P R O J E C T  S C H E D U L E  
 P A S T  

C U R R E N T  A N D  U P C O M I N G  



 

 

 

 

 

The Need for Supply in Northwestern Ontario 
The Ontario Power Authority (OPA), the agency responsible for long-term electricity planning in the province, has 
recommended the new East-West Tie to ensure the long-term reliability of the electricity supply in northwestern Ontario, and 
has specified the timing and scope of this project. 

Industrial activities in northwestern Ontario, particularly in the mining sector, are expected to drive strong electricity demand 
growth in the coming decade. Coupled with a decrease in supply in the area, the OPA forecasts a need for around 500 
megawatts (MW) of new supply in northwestern Ontario by 2018.  

The identified supply needs can be met with additional transmission or generation. The OPA analyzed these alternatives and 
recommended expansion of the East-West Tie based on technical, economic, and other considerations. 

 

Project Details 
The project will consist of an approximately 
400 km double-circuit 230 kilovolt (kV) 
transmission line generally paralleling the 
existing double-circuit 230 kV transmission 
corridor connecting the Wawa Transformer 
Station (TS) to the Lakehead TS near Thunder 
Bay.  The project will also require new and 
improved access roads and temporary 
laydown and work areas. The targeted in-
service date is the first half of 2018. 

 

Other Approvals 
In advance of construction, the project will also require: 

 Leave to Construct approval from the Ontario Energy 
Board.   

 Permits from provincial agencies, conservation 
authorities and municipalities.    

 Federal review and/or permits may be required in some 
areas where federal lands may be impacted. 

The Environmental  
Assessment Process 
NextBridge has initiated the Terms of Reference (TOR) 
for the Environmental Assessment (EA) in accordance 
with Ontario’s Environmental Assessment Act.  During 
the EA, NextBridge will conduct environmental studies, 
and meet with agencies, community representatives, 
First Nations and Métis communities, and  
members of the public to determine the 
 potential positive and negative impacts  
of the project on the people, places, businesses, 
economy and natural environment in the study area. 

The first step in the EA process is the preparation of a 
TOR.  The TOR outlines the work plan NextBridge will 
follow to address the requirements of the 
Environmental Assessment Act.  If approved by the 
Minister of the Environment, the TOR will provide the 
framework for the second step in the process, the 
preparation of the EA. 

Easements and Access to Land  
NextBridge will require easement interests to 
accommodate the approximately 56 metre (184 foot) 
permanent right-of-way required for the installation of 
the new line. The majority of activity will be contained 
within the permanent right-of-way however, in some 
instances, additional work space and access may be 
required for construction.   

If your land has been identified as potentially impacted 
by the proposed project, a NextBridge representative will 
be contacting you within the next few weeks to further 
discuss this project.  

In order to properly assess potential impacts of the 
project, our team will need to conduct surveys and studies, 
and access to individual properties may be required.  
Access to land will be discussed with landowners along the 
potential routes to conduct these studies. If access to your 
property is required for study purposes, we will be 
contacting you.  Please note that no property will be 
accessed without prior notice.   

We would be pleased to discuss the project with any 
interested stakeholders and encourage you to contact us if 
you have any questions or concerns. 

 

A Reference Route has been identified along with possible alternatives to 
avoid potentially sensitive features.  NextBridge will endeavour to select 
the route with the least overall impacts.  To identify the final route, we 
will be considering the valuable feedback from all potentially affected 
community members, stakeholders, landowners, tenants, First Nations 
and Métis communities along all proposed routes.  During the route 
selection process, we will consider factors such as hunting, trap lines, 
gathering activities, bird nesting sites, waterways, tourism, agricultural 
operations, environmental features, and impacts to residents and 
businesses.  It is important to note that all routes are considered viable 
options at this time; however, only one transmission line will be built. 
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The Ontario Power Authority (OPA), the provincial agency responsible for long
system between Wawa and Thunder Bay in order to maintain a reliable, long
West Tie was recommended based on forecasted electricity demand and changes to the electricity supply in the area, as

technical, economic, and other considerations.  The new East

NextBridge will require easement interests to accommodate the
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however, in some inst
the final route, NextBridge will be considering the valuable feedback from potentially affected stakeholders along 
the route selection process, factors such as hunting, 
operations, environmental features, and impacts to residents and businesses will be consid
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This study will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the 
eference 

If approved by the Minister of the Environment,
preparation of the Environmental Assessment

the first half of 

public, agencies
participate in the planning process by 
Consultation opportunities, such as Open Houses
newspaper notices, and through postings 

provide an opportunity to learn about
studies to be undertaken and

Open Houses 

will be held as follows:

Open Houses 

For further information on the proposed 
NextBridge

Toronto, ON

All personal information included in a submission 
the Ministry of the Environment for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The informatio

or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general public as described in s
(FIPPA). Personal information you submit will become part of a public record that is available to the general public 

unless you request that your personal information remain confidential. For more information, please contact the Ministry of t
Information and Privacy Coordinator at (416) 327

Notice of Commencement of Terms of Reference
New 

(NextBridge) –
the Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment

kilovolt electric
The line is anticipated to generally 

to avoid 

The Ontario Power Authority (OPA), the provincial agency responsible for long
system between Wawa and Thunder Bay in order to maintain a reliable, long
West Tie was recommended based on forecasted electricity demand and changes to the electricity supply in the area, as

technical, economic, and other considerations.  The new East
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however, in some inst
the final route, NextBridge will be considering the valuable feedback from potentially affected stakeholders along 
the route selection process, factors such as hunting, 
operations, environmental features, and impacts to residents and businesses will be consid

at this time; however, only one transmission line will be built.
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January 10, 2014 
 
 
 
 
RE: Proposed NextBridge Infrastructure East-West Tie Transmission Project – Draft Terms of Reference Available 
for Review 
 
 
Following our consultation activities this past fall, NextBridge Infrastructure (NextBridge) is pleased to provide a 
draft of the Terms of Reference for the Environmental Assessment for your review and comment.  This draft Terms 
of Reference provides information on the work that will be undertaken to confirm a preferred route and study 
potential effects of the proposed East-West Tie.    
 
The proposed new East-West Tie is a new high voltage electric power transmission line, anticipated to generally 
parallel the existing 230 kilovolt transmission line between Thunder Bay and Wawa, Ontario with possible 
alternatives and minor local refinements to avoid potentially sensitive features. The proposed new 400 kilometre, 
double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line is needed to maintain a reliable, long-term supply of electricity in 
northwestern Ontario. 
 
The draft Terms of Reference is available for review on the project web site at www.nextbridge.ca.  Please provide 
any comments you may have by February 10, 2014.  Comments can be submitted by mail or email to 
info@nextbridge.ca. 
 
Input received will be considered for inclusion in the final Terms of Reference document which will be submitted 
to the Ministry of the Environment for formal review.  The formal review process will include an opportunity for 
public and agency review of the final Terms of Reference.  
 
We would like to thank you for your continued participation in our consultation program for this project.  Your 
input is important to us.  If you have any questions or concerns, or if you require further information regarding this 
project, please call our toll-free phone line at 1-888-767-3006 or email info@nextbridge.ca and leave your contact 
information or visit our project web site at www.nextbridge.ca.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

Cindy Tindell, Director 
NextBridge Infrastructure  
 
Si vous désirez ces informations en français, s'il vous plaît contactez René C. Viau à 647-700-3028 ou 
renev@standardland.com.  



All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number and property location – 
is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment for the purpose of transparency and consultation. 
The information is collected under the authority of the Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the 
purpose of creating a record that is available to the general public as described in s.37 of the Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a public record that is available to the general 
public unless you request that your personal information remain con� dential. For more information, please contact the 
Project Of� cer or the Ministry of the Environment’s Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at (416) 327-1434.

NextBridge Infrastructure (NextBridge) – a partnership between NextEra Energy Canada, Enbridge Inc., and Borealis Infrastructure – has prepared a Terms 
of Reference for an Individual Environmental Assessment for the new East-West Tie Transmission Project.  NextBridge is submitting the Terms of Reference 
to the Ministry of the Environment as required by the Environmental Assessment Act. As part of the submission process, the public, landowners, other 
stakeholders and First Nations and Métis are encouraged to review the Terms of Reference and submit comments to the Ministry of the Environment.

NextBridge proposes to construct approximately 400 km of new transmission line. The Project will consist of a double-circuit 230 kilovolt (kV) transmission 
line generally paralleling the existing double-circuit 230 kV transmission corridor connecting the Wawa Transformer Station (TS) to the Lakehead TS near 
Thunder Bay. Alternative Routes have been identi� ed around federal lands, including two First Nation reserves and Pukaskwa National Park. The Project will 
also require new and improved access roads and temporary laydown and work areas. The targeted in-service date is the � rst half of 2018.

Notice of Submission of the Terms of Reference
New East-West Tie Transmission Project

NextBridge Infrastructure

Project Rationale
The Ontario Power Authority (OPA), the provincial agency responsible for 
long-term electricity planning, identi� ed the expansion of the transmission 
system between Wawa and Thunder Bay in order to maintain a reliable, 
long-term supply of electricity to northwestern Ontario. The East-West Tie 
was recommended based on forecasted electricity demand and changes to 
the electricity supply in the area, as well as technical, economic, and other 
considerations. The East-West Tie was included as a priority project in the 
Government of Ontario’s 2010 Long Term Energy Plan. The target in-service 
date is the � rst half of 2018.

The Environmental Assessment Process
The � rst step in the Environmental Assessment process is the preparation 
of a Terms of Reference (ToR). The ToR outlines the work plan NextBridge 
will follow to address the requirements of the Environmental Assessment 
Act. If approved by the Minister of the Environment, the ToR will provide 
the framework for the second step of the process, the preparation of the 
Environmental Assessment (EA).

Terms of Reference Review 
The proposed ToR will be available for review beginning February 28, 2014 for 
a period of 31 days.

The ToR may be accessed on the Project web site at www.nextbridge.ca, and 
hard copies will available for review at the following locations in communities 
throughout the study area:

Municipal Of� ces
Township of Dorion – 170 Dorion Loop Rd., Dorion
Township of Nipigon – 52 Front St., Nipigon
Town of Marathon – 4 Hemlo Dr., Marathon
Township of Red Rock – 42 Salls St., Red Rock
Township of Schreiber – 204 Alberta St., Schreiber
Municipality of Shuniah – 420 Leslie Ave., Thunder Bay
Township of Terrace Bay – 1 Selkirk Ave., Terrace Bay
City of Thunder Bay – 500 Donald St. E., Thunder Bay
Municipality of Wawa – 40 Broadway Ave., Wawa
Township of White River – 102 Durham St., White River

Ministry of the Environment Of� ces
Environmental Approvals Branch – 2 St. Clair Ave. W., Floor 12A, Toronto 
Thunder Bay District Of� ce – 435 James St. S., Suite 331, Thunder Bay

Public Libraries
Brodie Resource Library (TBPL), 216 Brodie St. S., Thunder Bay
County Park Branch (TBPL), 1020 Dawson Rd., Thunder Bay
Dorion Public Library, 170 Dorion Loop Rd., Dorion
Nipigon Public Library, 52 Front St., Nipigon
Red Rock Public Library, 42 Salls St., Red Rock
Schreiber Public Library, 314 Scotia St., Schreiber
Terrace Bay Public Library, 13 Selkirk Ave., Terrace Bay
Marathon Public Library, 22 Peninsula Rd., Marathon
Wawa Public Library, 40 Broadway Ave., Wawa
White River Public Library, 123 Superior St., White River

Proponent’s Of� ce
NextBridge Infrastructure, 390 Bay St., Suite 1720, Toronto

Submitting Your Comments
Written comments about the Terms of Reference must be submitted by 
March 31, 2014 to the Ministry of the Environment:

Dave Bell
Special Project Of� cer
Ministry of the Environment
Environmental Approvals Branch
2 St. Clair Ave. W., Floor 12A
Toronto, ON M4V 1L5
Tel: 416-314-8001
Fax: 416-314-8452
Email: dave.jr.bell@ontario.ca

Comments submitted to the Ministry of the Environment will be forwarded 
to NextBridge.

For further information on the proposed project please contact:
Michael Power, Project Director, NextBridge Infrastructure
390 Bay St., Suite 1720, Toronto, ON M5H 2Y2
Phone: 1-888-767-3006
Email: info@nextbridge.ca 
Fax: 416-364-2533
www.nextbridge.ca 



Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une soumission, tels que le nom, l’adresse, le numéro de téléphone et 
l’emplacement de la propriété, sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement à des fins de 
transparence et de consultation. Ces renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur les évaluations environnementales 
ou sont recueillis et conservés en vue de créer un dossier qui sera mis à la disposition du grand public, tel que le décrit 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels feront partie 
d’un dossier public qui sera à la disposition du grand public, sauf si vous demandez qu’ils soient tenus confidentiels. Pour 
obtenir de plus amples informations, veuillez prendre contact avec l’agent de projet ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à 
l’information et de la protection de la vie privée au 416 327-1434.

NextBridge Infrastructure (NextBridge), issu d’un partenariat entre NextEra Energy Canada, Enbridge Inc. et Borealis Infrastructure, a préparé le mandat 
d’une évaluation environnementale individuelle pour le projet de transmission sur la nouvelle ligne d’interconnexion Est-Ouest. Conformément à la Loi sur 
les évaluations environnementales, NextBridge présente le mandat au ministère de l’Environnement. Dans le cadre du processus de présentation, le public, 
les propriétaires fonciers, les autres intervenants, ainsi que les Premières Nations et les Métis sont encouragés à examiner le mandat et à envoyer leurs 
commentaires au ministère de l’Environnement.

NextBridge a l’intention de construire une nouvelle ligne de transport d’environ 400 km. Le projet consistera en une ligne de transport à double circuit de 
230 kilovolts qui, en général, sera comparable à la ligne de transport à double circuit de 230 kilovolts qui relie actuellement le poste de transformation de 
Wawa à celui de Lakehead, près de Thunder Bay. D’autres itinéraires contournant les territoires domaniaux, notamment deux réserves des Premières Nations 
et le parc national du Canada Pukaskwa, ont été définis. De nouvelles routes d’accès améliorées ainsi que des aires de travail et de dépôt de l’équipement 
seront nécessaires dans le cadre du projet. La date de mise en service prévue se situe dans le premier semestre de 2018.

Avis de présentation du mandat 
Projet de transmission sur la nouvelle ligne d’interconnexion Est-Ouest

NextBridge Infrastructure

Justification du projet
Ontario Power Authority (OPA), l’organisme provincial chargé de la 
planification à long terme de l’électricité, a déterminé que l’expansion 
du système de transport d’électricité entre Wawa et Thunder Bay était 
nécessaire pour maintenir un approvisionnement en électricité à long terme 
stable vers le nord-ouest de l’Ontario. La ligne d’interconnexion Est-Ouest a 
été recommandée en se basant sur la demande en électricité prévue et sur 
les changements à l’approvisionnement en électricité dans la région, ainsi 
que sur des facteurs techniques, économiques et d’autre nature. La ligne 
d’interconnexion Est-Ouest a été incluse comme projet prioritaire dans le Plan 
énergétique à long terme du gouvernement de l’Ontario pour 2010. La mise 
en service pourrait avoir lieu lors du premier semestre de 2018.

Processus d’évaluation environnementale
La première étape du processus d’évaluation environnementale consiste en 
la préparation d’un mandat. Ce dernier précise le plan de travail qui sera suivi 
par NextBridge pour respecter les exigences de la Loi sur les évaluations 
environnementales. S’il est approuvé par le ministre de l’Environnement, le 
mandat fournira le cadre requis pour la deuxième étape du processus, à 
savoir la préparation de l’évaluation environnementale (EE).

Examen du mandat 
Le mandat proposé pourra être examiné pendant une période de 31 jours, à 
compter du 28 février 2014.

Le mandat peut être consulté sur le site Web du projet, à l’adresse  
www.nextbridge.ca; des copies papier seront mises à disposition aux fins 
d’examen dans les collectivités de la zone étudiée, aux endroits suivants :

Bureaux municipaux
Canton de Dorion – 170, route Dorion Loop, Dorion
Canton de Nipigon – 52, rue Front, Nipigon
Ville de Marathon – 4, chemin Hemlo, Marathon
Canton de Red Rock – 42, rue Salls, Red Rock
Canton de Schreiber – 204, rue Alberta, Schreiber
Municipalité de Shuniah – 420, avenue Leslie, Thunder Bay
Canton de Terrace Bay – 1, avenue Selkirk, Terrace Bay
Ville de Thunder Bay – 500, rue Donald Est, Thunder Bay
Municipalité de Wawa – 40, avenue Broadway, Wawa
Canton de White River – 102, rue Durham, White River

Bureaux du ministère de l’Environnement
Division de la planification environnementale – 2, avenue St. Clair Ouest, 
étage 12A, Toronto 

Bureau de district de Thunder Bay – 435, rue James Sud, bureau 331, 
Thunder Bay

Bibliothèques publiques
Bibliothèque Brodie (TBPL), 216, rue Brodie Sud, Thunder Bay
Division de County Park (TBPL), 1020, route Dawson, Thunder Bay
Bibliothèque publique de Dorion, 170, route Dorion Loop, Dorion
Bibliothèque publique de Nipigon, 52, rue Front, Nipigon
Bibliothèque publique de Red Rock, 42, rue Salls, Red Rock
Bibliothèque publique de Schreiber, 314, rue Scotia, Schreiber
Bibliothèque publique de Terrace Bay, 13, avenue Selkirk, Terrace Bay
Bibliothèque publique de Marathon, 22, route Peninsula, Marathon
Bibliothèque publique de Wawa, 40, avenue Broadway, Wawa
Bibliothèque publique de White River, 123, rue Superior, White River

Bureau du promoteur du projet
NextBridge Infrastructure, 390, rue Bay, bureau 1720, Toronto

Envoi de vos commentaires
Les commentaires écrits concernant le mandat doivent être envoyés au plus 
tard le 31 mars 2014 au ministère de l’Environnement :

Dave Bell
Agent des projets spéciaux
Ministère de l’Environnement
Division de la planification environnementale
2, avenue St. Clair Ouest, étage 12A
Toronto (Ontario) M4V 1L5
Téléphone : 416 314-8001
Télécopieur : 416 314-8452
Courriel : dave.jr.bell@ontario.ca

Les commentaires envoyés au ministère de l’Environnement seront transmis 
à NextBridge.

Pour obtenir de plus amples renseignements sur la proposition de 
projet, veuillez prendre contact avec :

Michael Power, directeur de projet, NextBridge Infrastructure
390, rue Bay, bureau 1720, Toronto (Ontario) M5H 2Y2
Téléphone : 1 888 767-3006
Courriel : info@nextbridge.ca
Télécopieur : 416 364-2533
www.nextbridge.ca 



 
 
March 24, 2014 
 
RE: Proposed NextBridge Infrastructure East-West Tie 230 kV Double Circuit Transmission Line Project  
 
Hello,  
 
A new electric power transmission line, anticipated to generally parallel the existing East West Tie 
between Thunder Bay and Wawa, Ontario, is being developed to maintain a reliable, long-term supply of 
electricity in northwestern Ontario.       
 
NextBridge Infrastructure (NextBridge), a partnership between NextEra Energy Canada, Enbridge Inc., 
and Borealis Infrastructure, has submitted Terms of Reference for Environmental Assessment for a new 
400 kilometre, double-circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line that generally parallels an existing double-
circuit, 230 kV transmission line corridor connecting the Wawa Transformer Station (TS) to the Lakehead 
TS near Thunder Bay (with a connection at Marathon TS).  You are receiving this letter because you have 
been identified as a potentially directly affected or adjacent landowner located near the proposed 
Project.  
 
We have discovered that during our initial identification of potentially impacted parcels that you may 
not have received our original correspondence, which included;  

1. November 2013 Mailing - Project letter, newsletter, and Notice of Commencement,   
2. January 2014  Mailing - Project letter notifying stakeholders that Draft Terms of Reference were 

available for review, 
3. February 2014 Mailing - Project letter and Notice of Submission of the Terms of Reference to the 

Ontario Ministry of Environment (MOE). 
– all of which are enclosed for your review. In the event that you have not previously received this 
correspondence, we apologize for any inconvenience that this may have caused. We emphasize that we 
are still in the Project planning and development phase and are interested in your views and input. We 
would be pleased to hear from you with any questions or concerns you may have with regard to the 
Project. You will be included in future Project update mailings. 
 
We would also like to take this opportunity to provide you with notice that Terms of Reference for the 
Environmental Assessment are available for your review and comment. The Terms of Reference outline 
the anticipated work plan that will be undertaken to confirm a preferred route and study potential 
effects of the proposed East-West Tie Project.  The Terms of Reference are available for review on the 
Project web site at www.nextbridge.ca. Please provide any comments you may have by March 31, 
2014. Comments can be submitted by mail or email to; 
 
Dave Bell 
Special Project Officer 
Ministry of the Environment 
Environmental Approvals Branch 
2 St. Clair Ave. W., Floor 12A 
Toronto, ON M4V 1L5 
Tel: 416-314-8001 
Fax: 416-314-8452 
Email: dave.jr.bell@ontario.ca 



 
 
Comments received during the review period and the responses provided by NextBridge will be 
considered by the Minister of the Environment when making a decision about the proposed Terms of 
Reference.    
 
Please bear in mind that we are still very early in the development phase of the Project, and comments 
or questions that NextBridge receives after March 31, 2014, will still be considered.  There will also be 
further opportunities to actively participate in our consultation program throughout the development 
phase of the Project, including Open Houses that are planned for later in 2014.  The locations, dates and 
times of these Open Houses are yet to be determined, and will be publically advertised closer to the 
time. 
 
Additionally, a public Town Hall Meeting will take place in the Township of Dorion at the Dorion 
Community Centre, located on Dorion Loop Road, on March 31, 2014 at 7:00pm.  NextBridge 
representatives will be in attendance at this meeting to answer questions and receive comments 
regarding the proposed Project should you be interested in attending. 
 
We would like to thank you for your participation in our consultation program for this Project.  Your 
input is important to us.  If you have any questions or concerns, or if you require further information 
regarding this Project, please call our toll-free phone line at 1-888-767-3006 or email info@nextbridge.ca 
and leave your contact information or visit our Project web site at www.nextbridge.ca.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Michael Power, P.Eng. 
Project Director – East-West Tie Transmission Project 
NextBridge Infrastructure 
 
Attachments 
 
Si vous désirez ces informations en français, s'il vous plaît contactez NextBridge au 1-800-767-3006 ou 
info@nextbridge.ca. 

mailto:info@nextbridge.ca
http://www.nextbridge.ca/


 
 
May 27, 2014 
 
RE: Proposed NextBridge Infrastructure East-West Tie 230 kV Double Circuit Transmission Line Project  
 
Hello,  
 
A new electric power transmission line, anticipated to generally parallel the existing East West Tie between 
Thunder Bay and Wawa, Ontario, is being developed to maintain a reliable, long-term supply of electricity in 
northwestern Ontario.       
 
NextBridge Infrastructure (NextBridge), a partnership between NextEra Energy Canada, Enbridge Inc., and Borealis 
Infrastructure, has submitted Terms of Reference for Environmental Assessment for a new 400 kilometre, double-
circuit 230 kilovolt transmission line that generally parallels an existing double-circuit, 230 kV transmission line 
corridor connecting the Wawa Transformer Station (TS) to the Lakehead TS near Thunder Bay (with a connection at 
Marathon TS).  You are receiving this letter because you have been identified as a potentially directly affected or 
adjacent landowner located near the proposed Project.  
 
We have discovered that during our initial identification of potentially impacted parcels that you may not have 
received our original correspondence, which included;  

1. November 2013 Mailing - Project letter, newsletter, and Notice of Commencement,   
2. January 2014  Mailing - Project letter notifying stakeholders that Draft Terms of Reference were available 

for review, 
3. February 2014 Mailing - Project letter and Notice of Submission of the Terms of Reference to the Ontario 

Ministry of Environment (MOE). 
– all of which are enclosed for your review.  In the event that you have not previously received this 
correspondence, we apologize for any inconvenience that this may have caused. We emphasize that we are still in 
the Project planning and development phase and are interested in your views and input. We would be pleased to 
hear from you with any questions or concerns you may have with regard to the Project. You will be included in 
future Project update mailings.  There will also be further opportunities to actively participate in our consultation 
program throughout the development phase of the Project, including Open Houses that are planned for later in 
2014.  The locations, dates and times of these Open Houses are yet to be determined, and will be publically 
advertised closer to the time. 
 
We would like to thank you for your participation in our consultation program for this Project.  Your input is 
important to us.  If you have any questions or concerns, or if you require further information regarding this Project, 
please call our toll-free phone line at 1-888-767-3006 or email info@nextbridge.ca and leave your contact 
information or visit our Project web site at www.nextbridge.ca.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Michael Power, P.Eng. 
Project Director – East-West Tie Transmission Project 
NextBridge Infrastructure 
 
Attachments 
 
Si vous désirez ces informations en français, s'il vous plaît contactez NextBridge au 1-800-767-3006 ou 
info@nextbridge.ca. 

mailto:info@nextbridge.ca
http://www.nextbridge.ca/
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	1. By the Decision and Order dated August 7, 2013 (Decision), the Ontario Energy Board (OEB or Board) decided that the designated transmitter for the development phase of the proposed East-West Tie Line (EWT Project) is NextBridge Infrastructure (Next...
	2. In accordance with Ordering Paragraph 2 (page 42) of the Decision and the Board’s September 26, 2013 Decision and Order regarding Reporting by Designated Transmitter, NextBridge provides this monthly report. This report reflects the financial statu...
	3. This report is organized as follows:
	(a) A summary report on overall EWT Project progress.
	(b) A cost summary providing details for each cost category included in NextBridge’s Board approved development cost budget of: i) actual costs to date; ii) percentage of budgeted costs spent to date; iii) updated budget forecast (if applicable); and ...
	(c) A summary of the status of NextBridge’s Board approved development milestones, indicating those that are complete and the status (i.e. on schedule, ahead of schedule or delay/potential delay) of those in progress. If any delay or potential delay i...
	(d) A summary of risks and issues that have arisen during development work, including discussion of potential impact of any such developments on schedule, cost or scope, and discussion of options for mitigating or eliminating the risk or issue. This s...

	4. Overall during this period, work towards all milestones continued to progress and the EWT Project is on schedule.
	5. In respect of engineering work:
	(a) detailed engineering of the lattice tower structures in support of the fabrication and testing of the prototypes is in progress and on schedule; and
	(b) surveying additional LIDAR collection and mobilization for geotechnical testing efforts have commenced.

	6. In respect of route selection, land/ROW acquisition and community/municipal consultation activities, discussions with landowners, permitting agencies and other stakeholders have continued.
	(a) Activities within the community/municipal consultation area included:
	(i) continued planning of Round Two public open houses tentatively scheduled for this summer in the EWT Project area and continuation of notification material preparation; and
	(ii) further interactions with Dorion Township Council in relation to a Deputation to Township Council dated May 6, 2014 by a Dorion area citizens group proposing alternative routes for consideration and a Dorion Township Council resolution dated May ...

	(b) Activities in respect of route selection, land/ROW acquisition included:
	(i) Commencement of discussions with all landowners along both the Reference Route and alternate routes still under consideration in accordance with the revised target date for milestone 12;
	(ii) continued engagement and outreach with landowners potentially directly affected along the Reference Route and alternate routes still under consideration;
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	(iv) continued response to landowner queries as received, including queries in connection with the Terms of Reference (ToR), current routes under consideration, the Land Acquisition program, and the EWT Project in general; and
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	7. In respect of Aboriginal engagement, consultation and participation, activities included:
	(a) ongoing engagement activities with the 18 identified First Nation and Métis communities;
	(b) meeting with Batchewana First Nation on May 26th to introduce the EWT Project and learn more about the community’s consultation needs.  A follow-up meeting occurred on June 12th to discuss Batchewana’s consultation protocol in-depth; and
	(c) preliminary consultation meetings with the leadership and staff of the Bamkushwada group of First Nations (Fort William, Red Rock Indian Band, Pays Plat, Pic Mobert, Ojibways of Pic River and Michipicoten).  The development of a work plan for a co...

	8. In respect of environmental assessment activities, work included:
	(a) environmental site assessment field staff mobilization and data collection in the EWT Project area;
	(b) submission of amended ToR to the Ministry of Environment on May 22, 2014 addressing comments received related to alternatives assessment;
	(c) continued consultation with the Ministries of Environment and Natural Resources in support of the environmental assessment (EA);
	(d) meetings with numerous interested parties in connection with the collection of socioeconomic data for the EA;
	(e) continued discussions with the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) to discuss data collected to date, data requested from MNR and detailed work plans; and
	(f) coordination of efforts with engineering, land and aboriginal teams regarding the geotechnical drilling to obtain the necessary approvals from MNR, private land owners and aboriginal communities.

	9. Additional general updates for the reporting period include:
	(a)  Steven Zucchet, Borealis EWT Inc.’s representative on the NextBridge Board of Directors has been replaced by Katherine Hammond.  Ms. Hammond, who is Vice President, Legal at Borealis, currently sits on the Aboriginal Advisory Board for NextBridge...
	(b)  NextBridge continues to engage in dialogue with the Ontario Independent Electricity System Operator regarding preparation of the system impact assessment (SIA). Once the first draft of the SIA study is completed (currently anticipated July 2014),...
	Cost Summary
	10. Table 1, below, details for each cost category included in NextBridge’s Board approved development cost budget: i) actual costs to date; ii) percentage of budgeted costs spent to date; iii) updated budget forecast (if applicable); and iv) forecast...
	11. There are no development cost forecast changes arising from work to date beyond that previously reported.
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	12. Table 2, below, details costs to date not included in NextBridge’s Board approved development cost budget. This table includes two categories of cost expressly excluded from the development cost budget filed by NextBridge: First Nation and Métis l...
	13. The “Other” category on Table 2 records unbudgeted costs that are, to date, for the most part related to the Notice of Appeal filed by Pic River in the Ontario Divisional Court in respect of the Decision.
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	14. Table 3, below, provides a summary of the status of NextBridge’s Board approved development milestones, indicating those that are complete and the status of those in progress (i.e. on schedule, ahead of schedule or delay/potential delay).
	15. For each of the Board approved milestones, Table 3 provides:
	(a) The Board approved milestone date.
	(b) The status of those milestones due within 3 months of the reporting date.
	(c) A “revised forecast date” if applicable, indicating NextBridge’s current forecast of the date for completion of the relevant milestone if the current forecast differs from the Board approved date.

	16. NextBridge has focussed, for the purposes of this reporting, on the status of those milestones due within 3 months of the reporting date in order to highlight the development activities in respect of which efforts are primarily focussed, and which...
	17. NextBridge does review its development schedule on a monthly basis, in conjunction with preparation of these monthly reports, and should an issue or risk regarding a milestone that is scheduled beyond 3 months from the reporting date be identified...
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	18. In respect of the milestone achieved during this reporting period:
	(a) Milestone 12:  Commence negotiations or discussions with all landowners and permitting agencies.  The initiation of consultation has been completed.  Notification Materials were sent to the address contained in Tax Assessment Roll numbers of all l...

	19. In respect of the outstanding milestones, activity is currently on track to achieve the relevant milestones in accordance with the Board approved target dates.
	Issues/Risks/Mitigation Summary
	20. This section of NextBridge’s monthly report provides a summary of risks and issues that have arisen during development work, including discussion on potential impact of any such developments on schedule, cost or scope, and of options for mitigatin...
	21. There are no risks or issues that have arisen during development work to date in respect of which NextBridge has identified an impact on its development schedule, cost or scope of work.
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