TECHNICAL CONFERENCE QUESTIONS FOR HORIZON UTILITIES INC.
EB-2014-0002

FROM THE CONSUMERS COUNCIL OF CANADA


1-CCC-41TC
Reference 1-Staff-2
The Council is interested in better understanding the scope of the list of “reopeners” that Horizon has proposed as “significant events outside the normal course of business”.   Please give examples additional items that Horizon views as meeting the OEB’s Z-factor criteria that are not included on this list.  

1-CCC-42TC
Reference 1-Staff-6
Please provide a detailed explanation as to how, from a practical perspective, Horizon intends to apply the materiality threshold.  

1-CCC-43TC
Reference 1-CCC-1 – Attachment 8
Horizon makes reference to the Board’s revenue decoupling consultation process and its decision to proceed with a 100% fixed charge for low-volume consumers.  What is Horizon’s current position on the 100% fixed charge? If it is optional, would Horizon pursue the implementation of 100% fixed charge?

1-CCC-44TC
Reference 1-CCC-2
There are a number of e-mails to employees provided in the response regarding the development of the Application – one refers to the Distribution System Plan Review Workbook.   Please explain how Horizon has taken the information gathered through that process and used it in the development of its Distribution System Plan.

1-CCC-45TC
Reference 1-CCC-10, 1-CCC-11
The answer describes ways in which Horizon has taken measures to manage and mitigate internal risks associated with capital and operating expenditures.  Regardless, forecast risk remains and as the plan proceeds those forecasts are ultimately going to be wrong.   In the next answer Horizon concludes that an ESM would require a wholesale change for the distribution sector in terms of the current rate setting options.  Is it Horizon’s view that a custom plan cannot incorporate some form of an ESM?   If so, how has Horizon arrived at that conclusion?  

5-CCC-46TC
Reference 5-CCC-36
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please provide the actual weather-normalized ROE figures for 2011, 2012 and 2013 if those differ from the numbers provided.
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