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To: Kris tina Ru d zki

S eniorP rojec tEvalu ator

M inis try ofthe Environment

O perations D ivis ion

EnvironmentalA pprovals B ranc h

2 S t. C lairA venu e W es t

Floor12 A

Toronto O ntario

M 4V 1 L 5

S u bmitted : M ay 15th, 2 0 13

Comments of Concern: Re: EBR 011-8756 – Sumac Ridge Project –
Gray Road – Proposed Transmission Line Corridor

Gray Road is an u nas s u med road within the Towns hipofM anvers thathas its roots in
pioneerd ays d atingbac kto the mid -1 8 50 s . This 1 . 9 km u nas s u med road is the
propos ed rou te forthe trans mis s ion line to c onnec tfrom the tu rbine loc ations wes tward
to the s witc hings tation to be bu ilton the wes thand s id e ofH wy 35. This narrow
road /pathway is owned by the C ity ofKawartha L akes .

The wpd C anad a propos alind ic ates on maps thatthis trans mis s ion line willc ons is tof
aboveground cabling (i. e. : Figu re 1 S u mac Rid ge W ind P rojec t-P rojec tA rea &
A q u atic Featu res –W aterReport& EnvironmentalImpac tS tu d y). H owever, in
c orres pond enc e withprojec tmanagerKevin S u rette, C ommu nic ations M anager, d ated
Ju ly 4th, 2 0 1 2 afterthe applic ation forapprovalhad been hand ed in to the M O E on Ju ne
29th, 2 0 1 2 in res pons e to the followingqu es tion; itappears thatthe d eveloperhad not
d ec id ed whetherthe trans mis s ion line wou ld be above orbelow grou nd .

“H ow many trees -s pec ies and nu mberwillbe removed alongGray Road ?”

We are not at the construction phase of the project yet. We will avoid cutting
trees where possible. It is undetermined at this point whether the collector line
along Gray Rd. will be below or above ground.
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In follow-u pc orres pond enc e d ated S eptember 2 7 th, 2 0 12 from Jonathan C lifford , REA
& Res earc hS pec ialis tforwpd C anad a , itis ind ic ated thatthe trans mis s ion line along
Gray Road willbe u nd ergrou nd . . . . . N O T whatis ind ic ated on the maps in the applic ation
s entas partofthe applic ation forprojec tapproval.

“W hathappens ifthe mu nic ipality d oes notgrantpermis s ion fortree
removal-i.e.Gray Road ?”

“While a tree cutting by-law does not exist for private property wpd would still
need to apply for other permissions and permits to construct on or around
municipal right of ways. For Gray Rd our intention is to bury the connection line
underneath the middle of the road to reduce. Final specifications of the
connections lines and the route will be determined in agreements with the
municipality.

The collector line if buried will be about one metre deep.”

In the A mend ments ec tion ofthe C ons u ltation Reportas partofthe REA applic ation itis
s tated :

In eitherc as e, whetherabove grou nd orbelow grou nd , the c ons tru c tion ofthe c ollec tor
line willprod u c e s eriou s , pos s ibly irrevers ible environmentalimpac ts alongthe lengthof
Gray Road .

The c ons u ltants who prepared the N atu ralH eritage A s s es s mentreports vis ited the
S u mac Rid ge projec tarea briefly on Ju ne 14, 2 0 10 , Ju ne 15, 2 0 1 0 , Ju ly 2 , 2 0 10 ,
N ovember11 , 2 0 10 , A pril4, 2 0 1 1 , Janu ary 16, 2 0 1 2 , Janu ary 24, 2 0 1 2 and M arc h26,
2 0 12 . The field notes ind ic ate thats u rveys las ted 15 to 45 minu tes . Yet, ittakes almos t
an hou rto walkthe lengthofGray Road .

A s s tated on page 15 ofthe W aterReport& EIS S tu d y aqu atic s u rveys forthe entire
projec tarea were c ond u c ted d u ringfou rvis its on A u gu s t19, 2 0 10 , A pril4 and 5, 2 0 1 1
and M arc h26, 2 0 1 2 . O n two ofthos e d ates A pril4, 2 0 1 1 and M arc h26, 2 0 1 2 , natu ral
heritage as s es s ments were als o beingc ond u c ted by this very s malls taffofs ix ofwhic h
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one is a GIS tec hnic ian and wou ld notbe involved in in-hou s e s u rveys . O ne ofthe s taff
members who partic ipated in the very briefwateras s es s ments , ac c ord ingto the
qu alific ations s tatementhas experienc e in the field ofu rban fores try bu tnotwithaqu atic
s u rveys . N one ofthe ind ivid u als who c ond u c ted the wateras s es s menton the c omplex
M oraine waters ys tem are qu alified hyd rologis ts orhyd rogeologis ts .

Three s u rveys were c ond u c ted by M s . S torm and M s . Zed nik. Thes e s u rveys were
c ond u c ted on A pril15th, A pril19th and M ay 5th 2 0 13.

M s . S torm has extens ive experienc e and trainingin the field s ofwild life and native plant
ec ology. M s . S torm ’ s trainingand ed u c ation inc lu d es an EnvironmentalGeos c ienc e
Tec hnologis td iploma (FlemingC ollege), E c ologic alL and C las s ific ation (EL C )
c ertific ation (M inis try ofN atu ralRes ou rc es )and S u s tainable L and s c apes C ertific ation
(Univers ity ofGu elph). M s . S torm has als o rec eived trainingand is experienc ed in
amphibian id entific ation and monitoring, wild life trac ks and s igns , bu tterfly and native
plantid entific ation. In ad d ition M s . S torm has workexperienc e withthe M inis try of
N orthern D evelopmentand M ines as wellas the O ntario Geologic alS u rvey and is
as s oc iated withthe C entralL ake O ntario C ons ervation A u thority.

M s . Zed nikhas experienc e in as s is tingthe Ganaras ka Region C ons ervation A u thority
withnative plantres toration projec ts . S he has als o grown ou ts eed s forthe P lantGene
Res ou rc es ofC anad a s eed bankfors everalyears and is a partic ipantin the c u rrent
S wampA s ter-A s terpu nic eu s native bee pollination s tu d y. S he has c ons id erable
experienc e in the world ofhortic u ltu re and has c ompleted s everald egree levelc ou rs es
throu ghthe Univers ity ofGu elphinc lu d ingc ou rs es on tree id entific ation and c are, s oil
s tru c tu res and land s c ape s u s tainability. N ative C arolinian tree s pec ies and s pec ies at
ris knative plants have been introd u c ed to herproperty. M s Zed nikis the rec ipientofthe
20 10 M oraine H ero award forherefforts d ed ic ated to the environmentals teward s hip
and protec tion ofthe O akRid ges M oraine.

The Surveys

This firs ts u rvey was c ond u c ted from 9 am to 12 pm on A pril15th. The s kies were c lear
and the temperatu re u pon arrivalwas 8 °C and ros e to 20 °C u pon d epartu re, three hou rs
later. The s ec ond was c ond u c ted on Frid ay A pril19th between the hou rs of6 and 8 pm .
The temperatu re u pon arrivalwas 7 °C and d ropped lateron to 6°C . There were gu s ty
wes terly wind s between 50 to 7 0 kphthatc reated whitec aps on the three ac re pond .
The third vis itwas c ond u c ted on M ay 5th. The s kies were c lear, the wind s c alm and the

temperatu re was 23°C .

Gray Road is inac c es s ible mos ttimes ofthe yearby regu larvehic u lartraffic . The
road way on A pril15th and 19th was s everely ru tted in s ec tions and mu d d y to a d epthof
approximately 60 c m . Even on M ay 5th aftera prolonged rain-free period , itwas s tillvery
mu d d y in s everals ec tions . The only s ign ofany traffic as id e from d eerand wild tu rkey
trac ks were thos e ofan A TV vehic le and hors es . O ne A TV rid erand a pairofhors ebac k
rid ers were the only hu mans s potted d u ringthe three s u rvey vis its .
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Gray Road in nota ‘ road ’ . N ote: three photos are from A u gu s t22-25, 2 0 1 2 to
d emons trate to fu llmeas u re and s c ale ofvegetation c overage alongGray Road .

The wateras s es s mentreportac knowled ges the pres enc e ofone s eepalongGray Road
as S 3 on the P rojec tA rea & A q u atic Featu res map. O ns ite inves tigation ind ic ates that
S eep# 3 (S 3)is ac tu ally nota s eepbu ta waterc ou rs e. S eep#1 (labelled S 1 on the
A q u atic featu res map)is loc ated atthe wes tern end ofthe pond as partofwaterfeatu re
P RT2 . H owever, there is als o anothers eepalongGray Road thathas NOT been
id entified eitherin the as s es s mentreports oron the maps . Itis loc ated d irec tly in the
c entre ofGray Road approximately 10 0 metres in from H ighway 35. A s ec ond s eep,
als o notid entified by the proponentis approximately 5 metres fu rthereas tward . B oth
ofthes e s eeps have c reated d epres s ions whic hare waterfilled atalltimes ofthe year.
O n A u gu s t25th, 2 0 1 2 , d u ringa regionald rou ghtevent, a vis itto Gray Road fou nd thes e
two s eeps to be filled with water. Green frogs inhabitthes e s eeps .

This image cannot currently be displayed. This image cannot currently be displayed.
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P ermanents eepin the mid d le ofGray Road –notid entified in the waterreport. Green
grogs inhabitthe s eepfrom s pringu ntilfall.

The road way was als o flood ed withwaterin one s ec tion -partofa more c omplex
u nrec ord ed waterc ou rs e approximately 60 metres eas tofthe pond loc ation on Gray
Road . This waterfeatu red was id entified as S 3 (S eep3)in the wpd C anad a water
as s es s mentreport. There is an approximately 20 c m d iameterpipe ins erted into the
s id e ofthe hillofthe M oraine. Vis u alobs ervations ind ic ate thatwaterflows ou tthis
s tand pipe on a c ontinu albas is d own the hills id e northand ac ros s Gray Road . There is
als o ind ic ation ofs u pplementals eas onalflow by ru n-offflow from the eas t. This s ite, as
one c an s ee in the inc lu d ed photos has c reated a 5 metre poolofwateralongthe
road way. This area is wetyear-rou nd . The waterflow is d irec ted into mixed wood land
(id entified by wpd as FO D M 5-1). Remnants ofa broken c onc rete c u lvertwere fou nd on
the norths id e ofGray Road ind ic atingthatats ome point, an attemptwas mad e to
provid e s ome form ofc ros s road d rainage. The banks ofthe s tream are approximately
40 c m d eep; an ind ic atorthatthis waterway has been in exis tenc e foran extend ed
period oftime. The W aterA s s es s mentreports tates thatS 3 d oes not c onnec tto any
aqu atic featu res (pg. 23 s ec tion 7 . 4 S eepage A reas ofthe S u mac Rid ge D raftW ater
Report). This waterfeatu re S 3 need s reas s es s ments inc e itis c learly partofa more
c omplex waters ys tem and does c onnec tto otheraqu atic featu res . Fis hhabitathas
been id entified by the proponentas beingd owns tream ofP RT1 ofwhic hthis
waterc ou rs e empties into. The need to reas s es s this waterfeatu re is mad e more
pres s ings inc e the W aterReportprepared forwpd C anad a C orporation ind ic ates thatit
willnotbe pos s ible to mitigate d amage c au s ed by interferenc e withthe s eep(s pring)
alongGray Road -“It will not be feasible to mitigate sediment entrainment into the
seep using standard methods.”.... The mitigation strategy is “to complete work as
quickly as possible”.
C ons id eringthatthe proponentmay wis hto c ons tru c tthe trans mis s ion line ata d epthof
one metre below grou nd alongGray Road , there need s to be a prec is e and ac c u rate
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mitigation s trategy. M eas u res to protec tpos s ible fis hhabitatwhen c arryingou ta s tream
c ros s ingu nd erD FO regu lations mu s tbe ad hered to.

W aterflows ou tofthe pipe in the ris e ofthe hillac ros s Gray Road into a d eepc u t
s tream . The flow c au s es d eepmu d d y c ond itions ac ros s the road way.

Field notes ac c ompanyingthe wpd C anad a W aterA s s es s ment& EIS reportind ic ate
thatthe 3 ac re pond as partofwaterfeatu re P RT2 was only s u rveyed for45 minu tes on
A pril4, 2 0 1 1 when ic e c overed the pond .
Itis ad mitted in the field notes as wellas the natu ralheritage as s es s mentthatthe pond
is fed by M oraine bas ed grou nd waterto the s ou thand eas t. D u ringthe field s u rvey of
A pril19th, 2 0 13, eightB u fflehead s (B u c ephala albeola)–two males and s ix females
were s potted on the pond . There were als o fou rC ommon M ergans ers (M ergu s
mergans er)allmales . N u merou s s pringpeepers c ou ld be heard . The wood ed area
alongthe s ou ths id e ofthe pond c ontains trees withs everalgood s ized c avities that
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wou ld s u itc avity nes tingwaterfowls u c has B u fflehead s and M ergans ers . B u fflehead s
are c avity nes ters , nes tingc avity oftheirmetabiotic hos t, a wood pec ker, orthe N orthern
Flic ker. A pileated wood pec ker(D ryoc apu s pileatu s )c ou ld be heard d u ringthis s u rvey.
The C ommon M ergans erprefers to nes tin hollow trees . M oreover, the C ommon

M ergans eris exc lu s ively a fis heater. A c c ord ingto the wpd C anad a field s u rvey
c ond u c ted while the pond was c overed in ic e on A pril4, 2 0 1 1 , c onc lu d ingnotes ind ic ate
thatitwas u nlikely thatfis hwou ld be pres ent. The field notes als o ind ic ate thatiffis hby
c hanc e were pres entthey wou ld be ‘ s mallind ivid u als d u e to lac kofd epth’ . H owever,
s inc e the pond was s tillic e-c overed , itwou ld be impos s ible fora d epthmeas u rementto
be taken.

B u fflehead s on pond –the fars id e c ontains a mixed fores t. The fars id e ofthe pond
als o inc lu d es s everalhalf-s u bmerged d ead trees –habitatformany wild life s pec ies .

D u ringthe A pril19th, 20 13 s u rvey, nu merou s s pringpeepers (P s eu d ac ris c ru c ifer)c ou ld
be heard . O n the M ay 5th, 2 0 13 s ite vis it, green frogs (Rana c lamitans )were obs erved
in the s eepthatwas notrec ord ed in the N atu ralH eritage as s es s mentreport. O vera
d ozen green frogs (Rana c lamitans )were obs erved in this s ame s eepon A u gu s t25th,
2 0 12 in a time ofprolonged d rou ght.

Und erthe S ignific antW ild life H abitatTec hnic alGu id e thatd evelopers are to u s e for
projec ts ite evalu ations , the S W H TG s tates thatthe followingare to be d es ignated as
S ignific antW ild life H abitat:
“Any wetland with 20 or more frogs or tadpoles, a single snapping turtle nest,
movement corridors where toads, salamanders, frogs or deer move from location
to location, and any spring or "seep" where groundwater comes to the surface . ”
These elements are all present in the Sumac Ridge project area and are present
along Gray Road. Gray Road has not been evaluated.

The s eepneed s to be as s es s ed .

A s alamand ers u rvey was notc ond u c ted by wpd , bu ts everalvernalpools and wetland s
loc ated on the norths id e ofGray Road in W O D -0 0 7 wou ld s u pports alamand er
breed inggrou nd s . There is no ind ic ation thatpropers alamand ers u rveys were
u nd ertaken as partofa N atu ralH eritage A s s es s mentalongthe lengthofGray Road .
Thes e s u rveys wou ld need to be u nd ertaken in late M arc h/early A pril. The pond along
the s ou ths id e ofGray Road has been id entified by O rtec has s nappingtu rtle habitat.
Eggremnants have been fou nd alongthe road s id e.
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S ec tion ofone ofthe many vernalpools fou nd within W O D -0 0 7 within 120 metres of
Gray Road .

S u rvey vis its on allthree oc c as ions s aw evid enc e ofd eertrac ks and d roppings along
Gray Road . There was als o evid enc e ofmu ltiple white tailed d eerru ns c ros s ingGray
Road , as wellas c oyote s c atalongthe lengthofthe path/road way. A n extens ive and
mu ltiple branc hingd eerc orrid orwas loc ated in wood land -W O D -0 0 7 , ofwhic han ac re
is to be removed nextto a wetland in ord erto ac c ommod ate the c ons tru c tion ofTu rbine
# O ne. This trails ys tem inc lu d ed d eerru bs . Fres hd roppings were evid entalongthe
trails ys tem . There was evid enc e ofmu ltiple layd own areas in the field ad jac entand
wes tofW O D -0 0 7 and northofGray Road . The extens ive d eertrails ys tem in this
wood land extend ed into the propos ed s ite forTu rbines # 1 and 3. D eertrac ks and a trail
c ros s ingwere noted ac ros s P RT3 –P igeon RiverTribu tary # 3. The proponentd id not
c ond u c ta d eermovementc orrid orinves tigation.

In lightofthis information, itis paramou ntthatfu rtherinves tigations into d eermovement
c orrid ors be u nd ertaken.

D eerc orrid orin W O D -0 0 7 . This c orrid orwou nd its way from Gray Road throu gha
mixed matu re d ec id u ou s fores t(white and red oak, beec h, maple)throu gha c oniferou s
plantation ofwhite s pru c e and tamarac ks (as noted in the photo)and on into another
matu re mixed fores tand valleyland s atthe s ite ofTu rbine # 1 .



9

D eertrac ks alongGray Road . Trac ks were obs erved on eac hofthe s ite inves tigations .
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D eerru b alongone ofthe d eerc orrid ors in W O D -0 0 7 . The c orrid orc an be s een as the
bare worn grou nd on the lefthand s id e c ontras ts to the leafc overed grou nd on the right.

Even on thes e three s hortearly s prings ite s u rveys , Gray Road was teemingwith
wild life. There were s everalenc ou nters eac htime withru ffed grou s e (B onas a
u mbellu s ). They were s potted feed ingon poplarbu d s .
S everalwild tu rkeys (M eleagris gallopavo)were s potted on two ofthe s u rvey vis its . O ne
was s potted roos tingin a hemloc ktree within 6 metres ofGray Road . O n allthree
oc c as ions , three tu rkey vu ltu res (C athartes au ra)were s potted c irc lingthe projec tarea.
A red tailed hawk(B u teo jamaic ens is )was s potted as wellas a C ooper’ s hawk(A c c ipter
c ooperii). W ood c oc kwere heard on the A pril15th, 2 0 13 vis it. The environment
throu ghou tthe S u mac Rid ge projec ts ite wou ld s u pportowland whippoorwill
popu lations . H owever, there is no evid enc e thatnighttime s u rveys forthes e bird
s pec ies were c ond u c ted on the partofthe proponentas partofthe N atu ralH eritage
as s es s ment.

P orc u pine s c atand habitatwith120 m ofGray Road . S everalred s q u irrelmid d en piles
were s potted alongthe road s id e.

The N atu ralFeatu res ind ic ate thatwinterraptormonitoringoc c u rred atthree s tations
alongGray Road . Gray Road is notmaintained in the winter. A c c ord ingto the field
notes , winterraptormonitoringtooks even minu tes . Itwou ld take longerthan s even
minu tes on s nows hoes to reac hthe mapped monitorings tations . A tthe s ec ond pu blic
meeting, itwas ind ic ated by a repres entative ofN RS Ithatthe s even minu te raptor
s u rveys were c ond u c ted from a vehic le. This wou ld be nearly impos s ible to d o along
Gray Road atthe d es ignated monitorings tations atthe bes toftimes d u e to the road
c ond itions . Gray Road is an u nmaintained narrow road way withno pos s ible tu rningarea
forvehic les and no alternative exitto anotherroad way to the eas tofH wy 35. Itis
interes tingto note and ofc onc ern thaton the S u mac Rid ge W ind P rojec tN atu ral
Featu res withP rojec tL oc ations map, thatone RW A –RaptorW interingA rea M onitoring
S tation is in the approximate loc ation where a s tic knes tin a S c ots pine was s potted
d irec tly s ou thofGray Road at(UTM 0 68 8 598 48 91461). This s tic knes twas notnoted
orinves tigated as partofthe N atu ralH eritage as s es s ment.
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This nes talongGray Road is loc ated within 20 metres ofthe propos ed trans mis s ion line

and in the d es ignated RW A area.

S everalbird s ’ nes ts were vis ible alongboths id es ofGray Road . Thes e nes ts willnot
be vis ible when the trees and s hru bs are leafed ou t. Itwou ld be very d iffic u ltto find
thes e s u c hnes ts as s u gges ted as a mitigation s trategy by the proponentifvegetation
alongthe 1 . 9 km road way is to be removed .

P ileated wood pec kers (D ryoc opu s pileatu s )were heard c allingas were brown thras hers
(Toxos toma ru fu m). A s pec ies atris kA c ad ian flyc atc her(Empid onax vires c ens )was
s potted in the hed gerow alongGray Road . A meric an robins (Tu rd u s migratoriu s ),
B lac k-c apped C hic kad ees (P oec ile atric apillu s ), and A meric an Gold finc hes (S pinu s
tris tis )were pres ent.

A s id e from mu c hevid enc e ofd eer, c oyotes and rac c oons , there were als o s everalred
s q u irrelmid d en piles to be fou nd alongthe road way es pec ially throu ghou tthe
c oniferou s plantation. The u s u ally noc tu rnals nows hoe hare (L epu s americ anu s )was
s potted d u ringthe evenings u rvey on A pril19th.

A few early s pringins ec tarrivals were s potted s u c has the S pringA zu re (C elas trina
lad on),M ou rningC loak(N ymphalis antiopa)and C ompton Tortois es hell(N ymphalis
vau albu m)bu tterfly.

A c c ord ingto the S W H TG c and id ate batmaternity c olonies are id entified when

s nag/c avity tree d ens ity is eq u alorgreaterto 10 s nags perhec tare oftrees 25 c m or

greateratbreas theight.

A c c ord ingto the Ju ly 20 11 M N R d oc u menton bats and tu rbines
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“Bats may be indirectly affected by wind power projects through effects on habitat and behaviour.

Bats may be displaced from suitable habitat due to habitat loss or fragmentation during the

construction and/or operation of a project, human activity, or noise (e.g. construction activities,

roads, turbines, etc.).Deforestation associated with a project may remove woodland habitat

important to breeding or roosting bats. Bat habitats may be affected by turbines placed near bat

swarming and hibernation sites, breeding or roosting habitats, or migration stopover areas. High

levels of bat activity have been documented in forested ridge habitats, forest canopy openings, and

along the shores of large waterbodies. These areas may offer attractive migratory and feeding habitat

for some species of bats, which may lead to increased bat activity and mortality risk.”

The followingphotos taken within 120 metres ofthe propos ed trans mis s ion line along

Gray Road and within the s ites ofTu rbines N u mbers 1 and 3 ind ic ates a need for

fu rtherbathabitatas s es s ments u rveys . Thes e are ju s ta few s nags photographed in

W O D -0 0 7 .
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A greatvariety ofvegetation was pres entalongthe lengthofGray Road , likely d u e to
the varyings atu ration levels and c ompos ition ofthe s oils . From the entranc e to the
pathway known as the u nas s u med Gray Road the s oilis c lay loam overgraveltillu ntil
approximately 20 metres pas tthe area d es ignated S eep3 (whic his appears ac tu ally to
be a c ontinu als tream originatingwithin the M oraine). A tthis pointitbec omes very
s and y (UTM 0688572 4891455) and the c hange in vegetation reflec ts this . S ome s ec tions
ofs iltloam were als o fou nd .
http: //s is . agr. gc . c a/c ans is /pu blic ations /s u rveys /on/on9/ind ex. html

P ontypools and c ond itions thatare prone to eros ion –s ec ion ofGray Road is pu re
s and .

Vegetation obs erved alongthe hed gerow from H ighway 35 to the wes tern ed ge of
W O D -0 0 7 inc lu d ed A lnu s virid is ,M alu s d omes tic a,Fraxinu s penns ylvanic a,Vibu rnu m
d entatu m,Tilia A meric ana,Rhamnu s alnifolia,Thu ja oc c id entalis ,P ru nu s virginiana,
C ornu s alternifolia,C ornu s s eric ea,C ornu s rac emos a,S ambu c u s rac emos a,
Toxic od end ron ryd bergii,P arthenoc is s u s q u inq u efolia,Vibu rnu m nu d u m,Ru bu s id aeu s ,
B etu la alleghaniens is and Ros a s etigera. M u c hofthe u nd ers tory vegetation was
d ormantatthe time ofthe three s u rveys .

P hotos ofGray Road taken between A u gu s t22 and 25, 2 0 1 2 s howings ec tions ofthe
hed gerow and thatGray Road is nota road in the c ommonly u nd ers tood s ens e ofthe
word .
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The wood land id entified as W O D -0 0 7 in the N atu ralH eritage as s es s mentc ons is ts of
two d is tinc tareas –one is a mixed mainly matu re d ec id u ou s fores t; the otherc ons is ts of
a mixed c oniferou s plantation.

The d ec id u ou s wood land thatextend s alongthe norths id e ofGray Road and d oes
extend into the s ou ths id e was d ominated alongthe eas tern ris e by Q u erc u s alba and
Q u erc u s ru bra. S everalmatu re Fagu s s ylvatic a s pec imens were noted ; s ome s howed
s igns ofbeec hbarkd is eas e. A c erru bru m , and A c ers ac c haru m d ominated the lower
area. There were s everalTs u ga C anad ens is throu ghou tthe maple fores t. The fores t
floor c ontained a d ivers e mix ofs pringephemerals and ferns inc lu d ingUvu laria
grand iflora,S angu inaria C anad ens is ,C au lophyllu m thalic troid es ,P etas ites frigid u s ,
C olu mbine c anad ens is ,large s wathes ofA s aru m c anad ens e,as wellas Geraniu m
robertianu m,Erythroniu m americ anu m,C laytonia virginic a,Trilliu m erec tu m,Trilliu m
grand ifloru m,Trilliu m c ernu u m,Viola pu bes c ens ,M aianthemu m c anad ens e,
H yd rophyllu m virginianu m ,P olys tic hu m aros tic hoid es ,O noc lea s ens ibilis and poc kets
ofu nid entified s pec ies ofC arex to name a few. P age 55 ofthe N atu ralH eritage
as s es s mentreport, the as s es s mentthat, “Groundcover is relatively sparse and there is
evidence of logging within this community”... is inac c u rate, as is the s tatement
“Cynanchum nigrum is abundant in the subcanopy, with occasional goldenrod species and
black raspberry (Rubus idaeus ssp. Melanolasius).

B ellwort, B lu e C ohos h, C olu mbine, Virginia W aterleafand Trilliu ms
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S ec tion offores tfloorc overed withwild ginger.

The c oniferou s plantation c ontained large grou pings ofP inu s s ylves tris , P inu s s trobu s ,
A bies c onc olorand L arix laric ina.

S ome vegetation ofnote alongGray Road :

1 . A hu nd red yearold plu s P inu s s trobu s is loc ated atthe ed ge ofGray Road on the

norths id e (UTM 0 68 8 641 48 91493). The tru nkc irc u mferenc e is approximately

260 c m ata heightof1 . 2 meters offofthe grou nd . W hetherthe line is

c ons tru c ted u nd ergrou nd ofabovegrou nd , the removalofthis anc ienttree might

be nec es s ary. C ons tru c tion prac tic es willinterfere withthe tree’ s extens ive root

s ys tem .

2 . A n is olated patc hofc lu b mos s L yc opod iu m obs u ru m . Itprefers hu mu s -ric h,

s and y, mois tbu tnotc ompletely s atu rated s oils .

3. A s tand ofTaxu s C anad a yew (Taxu s C anad ens is )(UTM –0 68 8 235 48 91333).

A c c ord ingto the O ntario M inis try ofN atu ralRes ou rc es , “C anad a yew is

importantforwild life. H ard wood fores ts withyew tend to have a greaterd ivers ity

ofs mallmammals than fores ts withou tyew. D eerand moos e eatyew, es pec ially
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d u rings pringand fall. S ongbird s often feed on the red fals e-fru its ofthe yew

when they ripen d u rings u mmer. C ommerc ialnu rs eries s ellvarieties ofC anad a

yew as ornamentals hru bs ford omes tic land s c aping. M ore rec ently, C anad a yew

has bec ome highly valu ed by the pharmac eu tic alind u s try forits med ic inal

qu alities , and itis c u rrently beingu s ed to prod u c e d ru gs thatfightovarian, breas t

and non-s mallc elllu ngc anc ers . ”

http: //www. mnr. gov. on. c a/en/B u s ines s /S O RR/2 C olu mnS u bP age/S TEL 0 2_16344

7 . html

A bou t7 7 % ofallfores tplants pec ies (inc lu d ings ome end angered taxa)oc c u rringin the
neighbou ringfores ts are als o fou nd in the ad jac enthed gerows . (Biological
Conservation Volu me 142 , Is s u e 11 , N ovember20 0 9, P ages 2522–2530 )Environment
C anad a has c ond u c ted many s tu d ies on hed gerows … and c onc lu d es : “B iod ivers ity was
always highly s ignific antbetween hed gerows and field s atalltrophic levels ”as wellas :
“H abitats are importantto wild life in agroec os ys tems ”. The removalofhed gerows will
remove habitatthatwillaffec tmany generations ofavifau na

M any s pringtime ephemerals were enc ou ntered within the hed gerows alongGray
Road . S pec ies inc lu d ed M ayapple (P od ophyllu m peltatu m), B lood root(S angu inaria
C anad ens is ), Trou tL ily (Erythroniu m americ anu m), Yellow violets (Viola s p. )and
C anad a M ayflower(M aianthemu m d ilatatu m).

O ne vegetative s pec ies noted was an invas ive s pec ies thathas only begu n to take hold
alongGray Road –d ogs tranglingvine (C ynanc hu m ros s ic u m). This highly invas ive and
d es tru c tive s pec ies was fou nd alonged ges ofc learings . L arge s tretc hes ofc leared
areas hed gerows and wood land perimeters in c onju nc tion withc ompac ted s oilthrou gh
c ons tru c tion workwills u pportthis opportu nis tic s pec ies . C ynanc hu m ros s ic u m is
inc red ibly d iffic u ltto erad ic ate as c ons ervation au thorities ac ros s S ou thern O ntario will
attes tto. A lthou ghthe proponents tates no herbic id es willbe u s ed , the only effec tive
meas u re atthis time to d ealwithC ynanc hu m ros s ic u m –d og-s tranglingvine is by the
u s e ofherbic id es . Ifan herbic id e is u s ed , remainingnative s pec ies willals o be
erad ic ated and grou nd waters ou rc es willbe affec ted . The S u mac Rid ge projec tis
loc ated in an area ofa H ighVu lnerability aqu ifer. Gray Road is loc ated within an area
ofa highly c omplex waters ys tem .

The mitigation s trategy u nd erthe EIS s u gges ts thata s imple s owingofs eed s and tree
s eed lingplantingwillremed y the d es tru c tion ofthe interc onnec ted and d ivers e areas
alongGray Road . Ifres toration as ou tlined in the EIS and C ons tru c tion Reports was
thats imple, then 10 0 0 s ofd es ec rated ac res ac ros s the provinc e wou ld be res tored to
theirnatu ralnative s tate in the blinkofan eye. This has notbeen the c as e, and is not
the c as e.



18

Find inga loc als eed s ou rc e and enou ghs eed to replac e vegetation to be removed in
the projec tarea willbe very d iffic u ltand expens ive to d o. N ative plants eed s are very
expens ive bec au s e they need to be c ollec ted atthe righttime and plac e, u s u ally by
hand , and c leaningthem takes time and s pec ialized eq u ipment. There are few bu lk
s u ppliers ofnative s eed and plants and tree s eed lings in O ntario. M any native s eed s
are one the mos td iffic u ltto germinate. They requ ire prec is e c limatic and environmental
c ond itions and often s everals eas on c yc les before germination c an oc c u r. Itwilltake
s everalyears before any res u lts mightbe vis ible. The proponent, althou ghas ked , has
nots tated whats pec ies ofplants willbe u s ed to replac e vegetation removed on the
M oraine and in others ec tions ofthe projec tarea. In the interim , invas ive s pec ies take
hold .
S oils tru c tu re c ompac ted by the u s e ofheavy mac hinery willnotbe able to s u pport
s trongs eed germination nu mbers .

Itis impos s ible to res tore a 160 yearold hed gerow, open c ou ntry bird habitatas wellas
c omplex d ec id u ou s and c oniferou s wood land s employingthe mitigation meas u res
ou tlined by the proponentin the applic ation forapproval. Invas ive plants willtake hold .
S inc e pred ominantwind s are wes terly, ‘ invas ive’ plants pec ies wills pread to the 20 0
ac re property now u nd era leas e agreementwiththe Kawartha H eritage C ons ervanc y
and then s pread q u ic kly to Fleetwood C ons ervation A rea as wellas the A N S IFleetwood
kames allloc ated to the wes tofthe S u mac Rid ge projec t.

Whether the transmission line is built above or below ground, each option will
require an extensive reconfiguration of the existing natural landscape and will
fragment movement corridors. S ignific antvegetation removalwillbe requ ired to
make Gray Road ac c es s ible to c ons tru c tion vehic les . Even more vegetation inc lu d ing
old growthtrees may be nec es s ary to ac c ommod ate an overhead trans mis s ion line.

A c c ord ingthe M N R S W H G, “S ignific antwild life habitats d o notoc c u py d is c rete, is olated
parts ofthe land s c ape. O ften d ifferentwild life habitats , eac hwithd ifferentbou nd aries ,
are fou nd in the s ame natu ralarea. Eac hprovid es importantec ologic alfu nc tions that
togethergive the area highvalu e. Forexample, a large fores ts tand may provid e fores t-
interiorhabitatforbreed ingbird s . Itmay als o provid e d enninghabitatformartens , a
wood land breed ingpond foramphibians , and enou gh u nd is tu rbed area forwid e-ranging
c arnivores s u c has fis hers and wolves .
Id entifyingthe variou s s ignific antwild life habitats fou nd atone s ite may d etermine the
s ize and s hape ofthe area to be protec ted . Itwou ld als o as s is tin u nd ers tand ingthe
ec ologic alfu nc tions ofthe s ite and implic ations ofpropos ed ac tivities in the area.
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Ec ologic alfu nc tions /effec ts oflos s
“L os s ofthes e s eas onalc onc entration habitats res u lts in a d is proportionate los s of
as s oc iated wild life. To maintain the biod ivers ity ofthe planningarea and O ntario, thes e
c ritic alwild life habitats s hou ld be id entified and protec ted . ”

D es troyinga natu ralarea is antithetic alto “c ontinu ed rehabilitation ofthe natu ralvalu es
and long-term s teward s hip”as s tated in the M N R S W H G. Itis rec ommend ed thatin
ord erto s u pportlong-term s teward s hip, the trans mis s ion line be reloc ated , perhaps
onto the land s ofpartic ipatingland owners . S u c hreloc ation wou ld als o ad d res s the
is s u e ofa d eveloperplanningto s ignific antly altermu nic ipalproperty withou thaving
s ec u red permis s ion orrequ ired permits .

.


