
 
 
 
 

PO Box 4, 5695 Front Road 
Stella, ON K0H2S0 
peter.large2@gmail.com   
 
 
August 18, 2013 
 
 
Mr. Ian E. Robertson, CEO 
Algonquin Power and Utilities Corp 
2845 Bristol Circle 
Oakville ON, L6H7H7 
  
  
Subject: Decommissioning the proposed Algonquin-built wind-turbine project on 
Amherst Island 
  
  
Dear Mr. Robertson:  
   
On July 26, 2013, APAI (The Association to Protect Amherst Island) wrote, describing the 
various contradictions in Algonquin's report regarding 'Decommissioning' (an REA 
requirement) of the wind turbine project that Algonquin proposes for Amherst Island. 
Those contradictions include: 

i. Algonquin provided no funding for 'decommissioning' in STANTEC's December 
2012 REA report. 

   
ii. In that report, STANTEC, in the 'Mode of Disposal' of turbine components, 

mentions placing turbine sections in 'regulated landfills', 'recycling', (and in a 
minor reference, 'Salvage’) even though there appears to be no regulated 
landfill sites or recycling depots in Ontario capable of handling turbine parts. 

   
iii. Sean Fairfield's letter of April 8, 2013, says 'Windlectric Inc...is responsible...for 

all financial issues including...decommissioning'. 
   

iv. Algonquin's recent reply to questions on 'decommissioning' in the Municipal 
Consultation Form mentions none of the above, now saying, ‘Algonquin will 
cover the cost of decommissioning by selling the parts for salvage'.   It is this 
point I wish to address. 
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STANTEC in its report on 'Decommissioning' says that the decommissioning component 
of the proposed wind-turbine project will be similar in nature to the construction, i.e.: 
'Many activities during decommissioning would be comparable to the construction 
phase, including the use of heavy equipment on site, restoring constructible areas 
around all Project infrastructure and preparing staging areas.' 
 
Considered a mirror image of construction, the decommissioning cost has been 
estimated at $100 million. 
   
Dr. John Harrison, physicist and APAI Vice-President, has estimated the scrap value of 
the turbines proposed by Algonquin. Dr. Harrison's calculation sheet is attached, based 
upon three major components of a turbine, and assuming 33 turbines in the project (all 
at to-day's prices): 

 The scrap value of steel:                                                     $3.0 million 

 The scrap value of copper:                                                 $ 2.7 million 

 The scrap value of rare earth in a turbine magnet        $0.6 million 
                                                                                   Total:         $6.3 million 
   
Conclusion: The scrap value of the Windlectric project would be FAR below the cost of 
decommissioning, which reinforces the conclusion that this project would be a bad 
business deal.  The immediate risk factors before approval include the nationally and 
internationally recognized stature of the Island's cultural and natural heritage (about 
which we have written extensively).  If approved, the cost and difficulty of construction 
on an Island, the very high community opposition to the project, the significantly lower 
energy output than Algonquin claims, and the high cost of decommissioning will result 
in a negative return on investment for Algonquin Power’s shareholders.  If constructed, 
the project will be out-of-compliance with the MOE noise standard.  Yet again, we see 
that Amherst Island is the wrong place for wind turbines and that this project makes no 
sense from engineering, financial and moral perspectives. 
 
  
Peter G.S. Large, P. Eng 
President, APAI 
 
  
cc: 

 Loyalist Township Council 

 Chairman and Board of Directors, Algonquin Power  

 Hon. James Bradley, Minister of the Environment 

 Hon. Bob Chiarelli, Minister of Energy 

 Hon. David Orazietti, Minister of Natural Resources 

 Mr. Randy Hillier, PC, MPP 



 Mr. Eric Gillespie, LLB 

 Mr. Peter Hendra, The Kingston Whig Standard 

 protectai@kos.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 


