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NIPIGON-RED ROCK GAZETTE....

YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

SERVING YOU!

VISIT YOUR LOCAL 

LIBRARY AND 

DISCOVER A NEW

WORLD!!!

Keep an eye out for
the 3 hidden ship

wheels. They could be
anywhere!!! 

Old Friends in Business

Glena Clearwater - Photo

Glena Clearwater

What an inspiration to
visit the Nipigon District
Memorial Hospital and
meet these four local resi-
dents, who have lived in
Nipigon for decades and
who all, at one time, owned
stores.  Impi Pink, 91; Sam
Lasocha, 93; Clarence
Saunders, 90; and Tom
Hebert, 89 years young
(seen above).

Impi and Ernie Pink ran
Pink’s Corner Store, on
Fourth Street from 1958-
1972.  The store was opened
by the Borsk family and was
sold to the Pink’s, who sold
it to Herman and Vera Man-
nila, who in turn sold it to
Janet and Bill Watson.  It is
now used as a residence for
Janet.  Daughter, Aili Pink-
Dampier recalls the store
being a rare one in the fact
that it sold fresh meat.

Tom and Ellen Hebert

ran Hebert’s Store on Front
Street, close to the plywood
mill area, from the mid
1960s until 2013.  Those
who worked at the Red
Rock Paper Mill, where
Tom worked for 40 years,
recall that in the mid 50s he
opened a store in the mill in
2-3 cupboards.  If you or-
dered something today he
had it for you tomorrow!
The cupboards had socks,
boots, gloves, and of course
confection items.  When
Tom ran his store on Front
Street the expression was,

“If Hebert doesn’t have it,
you don’t need it!”  Since
closing, the addition to the
store has been removed and
is now a residence for his
granddaughter.  At the hos-
pital, Tom is out in the
courtyard, in his wheelchair,
weeding and watering the
flower and vegetable gar-
dens, proudly showing off
the tomatoes that are ripen-
ing.

Clarence and Gladys

Saunders and their 6 chil-
dren all were in the grocery
business, coming from
Thunder Bay to operate the
store where the museum is
now.  At one point a fire de-
stroyed the store and the ad-
jacent drugstore.  While it
was being rebuilt, a smaller
version was of his store was
being run in a large building
that stood right where the
Paddle-to-the-Sea waterfall
is.  The whole family
worked in the store at some
point, with David going on
to become a butcher in the
store owned by Danny
Saunders in Red Rock.  The
store on Front Street was
L&L Food Market prior to
Saunders.  There were 3
grocery stores on Front
Street at one time...Zechn-
ers, Saunders and The Bay.

Sam and Violet Lasocha

live in a big house behind
Terry Mahoney’s on
McKirdy, which had been
owned by the Baba family.
Sam and Violet both worked
at the Nipigon Plywood
Mill and later they bought
the corner store on Churchill
and Fifth Streets from the

Loik’s, who purchased it
from Eva and Albert Swan-
son, who built it during the
1940s.  Sam sold it to Roy
and Gladys Harper, who
sold it to Jackie and Irwin
Oja, who sold to Brenda
Maenpaa and it is now the
residence of Allan and Lynn
Clearwater.  Located on the
hill and opposite the NDMH
the store was a busy place.
Anita Lange recalls going to
the store for ice cream sun-
daes and sweet treats when
she was younger.  Sam en-
joyed meeting the many
people that would stop in as
Fifth Street was one of the
main thoroughfares in Nip-
igon.

Aili recalled that there
were more than seven cor-
ner stores at one point.  For-
mer and present stores
included:

• Kirkpatrick’s;
• Jorgenson’s (where the

Tyhuis family lives on Sixth
Street up from Macs);

• Lehtos-Ribbicic’s
(where the RBC is); 

• Borsks-Pink’s-
Mannila’s-Watson’s;

• Hebert’s on Front
Street; 

• Cow Palace, once on
Front Street by the China
Gardens, later becoming
The 4-Way on Bell and
Railway;

• Swanson’s (Churchill
and Fifth Street)

• Kruszewski’s (corner of
Newton and Riverview);
and

• Leo Plemel who ran a
little store and gas station
beside the Legion.
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