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Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP 
Box 50, 1 First Canadian Place 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada  M5X 1B8 
416.362.2111  MAIN 
416.862.6666  FACSIMILE 
   

 

Toronto 

Montréal 

Calgary 

Ottawa 

Vancouver 

New York 

 

November 6, 2015 Patrick G. Welsh 
Direct Dial: 416.862.5951 
pwelsh@osler.com 
Our Matter Number: 1144688 
 

Sent By Electronic Mail, Regular Mail and RESS Electronic Filing 

Ms. Kirsten Walli 
Board Secretary 
Ontario Energy Board 
27-2300 Yonge Street 
Toronto, ON M4P 1E4 

Dear Ms. Walli: 

EB-2015-____ - Existing Franchise Agreement Extension Application - Natural 
Resource Gas Limited and the County of Middlesex 

Please find enclosed an Application by Natural Resource Gas Limited (NRG) for an 
extension by the Board with respect to an Existing Franchise Agreement between NRG 
and the County of Middlesex. 

Should you have any questions or require any additional information, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Yours very truly, 

 
Patrick G. Welsh 
PW: 

Enclosures (1) 
c (email only):  Richard King, Osler 
   Laurie O`Meara, NRG 
   Chris Traini, County of Middlesex 
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EB-2015-____ 
 

ONTARIO ENERGY BOARD 
 

IN THE MATTER OF the Municipal Franchises Act, R.S.O. 1990, 
c. M.55, as amended (the “Act”); 
 

 
AND IN THE MATTER OF an Application by Natural Resource 
Gas Limited for an Order under section 10(1) of the Act extending the 
terms and conditions upon which, and the period for which Middlesex 
County is to grant to Natural Resource Gas Limited the right to 
construct and operate works for the distribution, transmission and 
storage of natural gas and the right to extend and add to the works in 
Middlesex County; 

  
 

 
 

APPLICATION OF  
NATURAL RESOURCE GAS LIMITED 

 
 
November 6, 2015 

 
OSLER, HOSKIN & HARCOURT LLP 
Box 50, 1 First Canadian Place 
Toronto, ON   M5X 1B8 

Richard J. King  
Tel: 416.862.6626 
 
Patrick G. Welsh 
Tel: 416.862.5951 
Fax: 416.862.6666 
 

Counsel for Natural Resource Gas Limited 
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Background 

1. Natural Resource Gas Limited (“NRG”), is an Ontario corporation and carries on the 

business of, among other things, owning and operating natural gas distribution facilities in 

Middlesex County (the “County”). 

2. The County is a municipal corporation incorporated under the laws of Ontario.  A map 

showing the location of the County is attached as Schedule “A”.  

3. NRG and the County had an existing franchise agreement dated December 7, 1995, which 

granted NRG the right to construct and operate works for the distribution of gas within the 

County’s boundaries and to supply gas to the County’s residents (the “Existing Franchise 

Agreement”)(attached as Schedule “B”).  NRG’s franchise rights will expire on December 7, 

2015, on account of the authorizing municipal by-law being dated December 7, 1995 (attached as 

Schedule “C”). 

4. NRG holds a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity from the Ontario Energy 

Board (the “Board”) granting it the right to construct works to supply gas and to supply gas in the 

County, E.B.C. 239, dated October 16, 1995 (attached as Schedule “D”).   

Procedural History 

5. On May 28, 2015, the County of Middlesex contacted NRG regarding the expiration of the 

Existing Franchise Agreement on December 7, 2015 (attached as Schedule “E”). A follow up letter 

was sent by the County of Middlesex on August 14, 2015 to begin the process of renewing the 

agreement (attached as Schedule “F”). Regulatory counsel for NRG responded to the request by 

letter on August 31, 2015 outlining the process governing the renewal of a franchise agreement 

(letter attached as Schedule “G”). 



- 3 - 
 

  
LEGAL_1:37063384.2 LEGAL_1:37063384.2 

6. The County solicitor’s office responded on October 7, 2015 notifying NRG’s counsel that 

the material provided in the August 31, 2015 correspondence had been reviewed (attached as 

Schedule “H”). The county office has provided advice to the Engineering Department and the 

County, and is presently awaiting instructions. 

7. Acknowledging that the County may require more time to approve the proposed renewal 

of the franchise agreement, the County solicitor’s office suggested that NRG initiate an 

Application under the Municipal Franchises Act to extend the expiration of the Existing Franchise 

Agreement pending the approval of the new franchise agreement.  

Address and Contact Information 

8. The address and contact information of the County is: 

County of Middlesex 
399 Ridout Street N. 
London, ON N6A 2P1 
Attention: Chris Traini, Country Engineer 
County Engineer’s Office 
Tel: 519-434-7321 
Fax: 519-434-0638 
 

9. The contact information for NRG is: 

Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP 
1 First Canadian Place, Suite 6300 
Toronto, ON M5X 1B8 
Attention: Patrick Welsh 
pwelsh@osler.com 
Tel: 416-862-5951 
Fax: 416-862-6666 

 
Relief Requested 

10. NRG now applies to the Board for: 





SCHEDULE A 



SCHEDULE B 





















SCHEDULE C 



SCHEDULE D 





SCHEDULE E 



SCHEDULE F



SCHEDULE G







From: Welsh, Patrick 
Sent: Monday, November 2, 2015 2:46 PM
To: Robertson, Tom <TRobertson@osler.com>
Subject: FW: Your matter 1144688; Renewal of Franchise Agreement with NRG and County of
 Middlesex;

Patrick G. Welsh
Tel: (416) 862-5951 | pwelsh@osler.com
Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP | Osler.com

From: Nicholas Loeb [mailto:nloeb@middlesex.ca] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 7, 2015 3:18 PM
To: Welsh, Patrick <PWelsh@osler.com>
Cc: Wayne Meagher <wmeagher@middlesex.ca>
Subject: Your matter 1144688; Renewal of Franchise Agreement with NRG and County of Middlesex;

Dear Mr. Welsh,

I am in receipt of your letter of August 31, 2015 addressed to the County Engineer, Mr. Traini,
 regarding the renewal of the above noted franchise agreement.

Our office has had the opportunity to review your correspondence and enclosed material and
 provide advice to the Engineering Department and the County regarding same, however we have
 yet to receive instructions.

Noting that you had hoped to have a Council Resolution and draft By-Law in hand by October 19,
 2015 we acknowledge that it may be necessary for your client to initiate an Application subject to
 the Municipal Franchises Act to extend the expiration of the Agreement currently in place.

At this time I can advise that the County Barrister and Solicitor, Mr. Wayne Meagher, will provide a
 clearer timeline to you next week upon his return from a legal conference.

Sincerely,

Nicholas Loeb, H.B.A., J.D.
Assistant County Barrister & Solicitor

SCHEDULE H 

mailto:pwelsh@osler.com
mailto:nloeb@middlesex.ca
mailto:PWelsh@osler.com
mailto:wmeagher@middlesex.ca


Barrister and Solicitor’s Office:
399 Ridout Street N
London, ON, N6A 2P1
 
Work 1: 519-400-4891
Work 2: 519-434-7321 x2267
Fax: 519-265-7249
E-mail: nloeb@middlesex.ca
 
Amat Victoria Curam
 

mailto:nloeb@middlesex.ca
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