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Presenting Today

▪
Form

er G
rand Chief Larry Sault

▪
President and CEO

 –
A

nw
aatin

▪
Form

er Chief of the M
ississaugas of the N

ew
 Credit 

First N
ation

▪
Form

er G
rand Chief of the A

ssociation of Iroquois 
and A

llied Indians
▪

Keynote First N
ation speaker follow

ing Prem
ier 

W
ynne at the Clim

ate Sum
m

it of the A
m

ericas

▪
D

r. D
on Richardson

▪
Consultant to A

nw
aatin

and M
oCreebec

▪
Senior Technical Consultant to A

nw
aatin, Principal at 

Shared V
alue Solutions



First N
ations and Energy Poverty

▪
First N

ations represented are subject 
to extraordinary Energy Poverty –
inconsistent w

ith G
lobal Sustainable 

D
evelopm

ent G
oals

▪
First N

ations in O
ntario lack access to 

quality and supply of low
-carbon 

energy

▪
O

ntario Energy Board should, of its 
ow

n accord, exam
ine the state of First 

N
ation energy poverty in O

ntario and 
report on its progress on a regular 
basis



A
ccess to N

atural G
as to H

elp Transcend 
Energy Poverty

▪
To transcend Energy Poverty, First N

ations energy m
ust have access 

to safe, sustainable and m
odern energy that enables productive 

econom
ic activity for business and industry, and for public services –

schools, health facilities, com
m

unity services



H
eat Energy Costs: 8-10 X H

igher for First 
N

ations W
ithout N

atural G
as A

ccess 

▪
10%

 of First N
ation on-reserve households in 

Canada have no electricity or existing 
electrical problem

s. 
▪

31%
 of First N

ation households overall have 
unsatisfactory heating system

s and 37%
 in 

m
id and northern reserves

▪
W

ithout gas, D
ecem

ber to February electrical 
bills range as high as $700 to $900 per m

onth, 
usually supplem

ented w
ith w

ood w
hich can 

cost about $300 per cord for dry hardw
ood, 

w
ith a cord of w

ood lasting 2 to 4 w
eeks. 

▪
This equates to m

onthly hom
e heating costs 

of $700 to $1,500 per m
onth

from
 D

ecem
ber 

to February
▪

W
ith gas, A

N
N

U
A

L sim
ilar hom

e heating 
costs are about $750 per year –

w
ith regular 

m
onthly bills of about $75 
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H
ealth and W

ellbeing / Eat or H
eat?

▪
M

any hom
es have w

ood/electric furnaces or 
w

ood stoves, but rely m
ainly on expensive 

electric heat due to concerns w
ith indoor air 

quality from
 use of sm

oke generating 
softw

ood and difficulty accessing m
ore 

expensive dry hardw
ood

▪
H

ouseholds have difficulty paying w
inter 

electricity bills –
late paym

ent charges and 
accruing bills for several m

onths are com
m

on

▪
H

eat-recovery ventilation system
s (H

RVs) are 
often unplugged to save electricity –

but at the 
cost of m

ould, asthm
a, building deterioration



N
atural G

as: B
ridge to Support R

enew
ables 

and Energy Independence 

▪
Low

-cost, low
-carbon solutions are needed 

as part of the energy supply m
ix 

▪
Take heat-loads off local electricity grid -
open “m

axed-out” grid for solar, w
ind, 

geotherm
al

▪
Im

prove health outcom
es by reducing indoor 

air quality issues –
green w

ood heat

▪
O

pportunities for business and industry

▪
A

ccess to existing energy efficiency and 
retrofit program

s –
e.g. U

nion G
as D

em
and-

side M
anagem

ent A
boriginal Program

 



U
niversal Service Funds

▪
Principles: A

vailability, affordability, 
accessibility 

▪
Consistent w

ith the spirt and intent of 
EBO

 188 

▪
“Sm

art Subsidies” -intended to be 
tem

porary, largely targeted at capital 
expenditures / w

ith lim
ited support for 

operating expenditures in extrem
e 

circum
stances 

▪
Technologically neutral –

virtual 
pipelines, interm

odal transport, 
scalable, appropriate





Because it’s 2016

▪
Im

agine this city –
the City of Toronto –

w
ithout access to natural gas for a few

 days in 
February…

 w
here w

ould the heat energy com
e 

from
?

▪
A

ll First N
ations need access to the sam

e low
-

cost, low
-carbon natural gas that com

m
unities 

and fam
ilies rely on across m

ost of O
ntario

▪
A

ffordable, reliable, sustainable and m
odern 

energy as per the 2030 A
genda for Sustainable 

D
evelopm

ent and the global Sustainable 
D

evelopm
ent G

oals

▪
There is sim

ply no reason for Energy Poverty 
to exist am

ong First N
ations in O

ntario –
w

e 
have an abundance of natural gas available



Thank you!  M
eegw

etch!
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