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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

  

This Final Monitoring Report is provided in compliance with the Ontario Energy Board (“Board”) 

Order EB-2014-0350 granting Union Gas Limited (“Union”) “Leave to Construct” approximately 

1.3 kilometres of Nominal Pipe Size (NPS) 8 inch diameter steel natural gas Picton Lateral pipeline 

in Tyendinaga Township in the County of Hastings and Sophiasburg Township in Prince Edward 

County. 

 

Previously an existing NPS 6 inch pipeline was attached to the bridge structure, however as a result 

of scheduled upgrading of the Skyway Bridge which spans the Bay of Quinte and an order from the 

Ministry of Transportation, the pipeline could no longer be remain on the bridge. A map of the 

pipeline route is included in Appendix A.  

 

The requirements for and details of this report are outlined in the specific conditions issued by 

the Board in its Order dated March 19, 2015 as listed below. The Conditions of Approval can be 

found in Appendix B. 

 

 Accordingly, the purpose of this Final Monitoring Report is to fulfill these conditions. 

 

1.0 Condition 1.1 

Union Gas Limited (“Union”) shall construct the facilities and restore the land in 

accordance with its application and evidence filed in EB-2014-0350.  

 

 Condition 1.3 

 Union Gas shall implement all the recommendations contained in the Environmental     

      Report filed in the pre-filed evidence, and all the recommendations and directives   

      identified by the Ontario Pipeline Coordinating Committee (“OPCC”). 
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  Condition 1.4 

Union Gas shall advise the OEB’s designated representative of any proposed material 

change in construction or restoration procedures and, except in an emergency, Union 

shall not make such change without prior approval of the OEB or its designated 

representative.  In the event of an emergency, the OEB shall be informed immediately 

after the fact. 

 

2.0 Condition 2.4 

Union Gas shall furnish the Board’s designated representative with all reasonable 

assistance for ascertaining whether the work is being or has been performed in 

accordance with the OEB’s Order. 

 

3.0      Condition 3.1 

Both during and after construction, Union shall monitor the impacts of construction, and 

shall file four copies of both an interim and final monitoring report with the OEB. The 

interim monitoring report shall be filed within six months of the in-service date and the 

final monitoring report shall be filed within fifteen months of the in-service date. Union 

shall attach a log of all complaints that have been received to the interim and final 

monitoring reports. The log shall record the times of all complaints received, the 

substance of each complaint, the actions taken in response, and the reasons underlying 

such actions. 

 

 

Condition 3.3 

The final monitoring report shall describe the condition of any rehabilitated land and the 

effectiveness of any mitigation measures undertaken. The results of the monitoring 

programs and analysis shall be included and recommendations made as appropriate. Any 

deficiency in compliance with any of the Conditions of Approval shall be explained. 
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4.0 Condition 4.1 

Union shall obtain all other approvals, permits, licences, and certificates required to 

construct, operate and maintain the proposed project, and shall provide an affidavit that all 

such approvals, permits, licences, and certificates have been obtained. 

 

2.0 BACKGROUND 

 

Union was granted approval to construct the Bay of Quinte Replacement Pipeline Project on March 

19, 2015. Construction was initiated on August 8, 2015 with the pipeline placed into service on 

December 4, 2015 and cleanup for the year completed on December 17, 2015. Union replaced the 

existing NPS 6 inch pipeline which will be removed from the bridge in 2016 and installed an NPS 8 

inch pipeline under the Bay of Quinte using the horizontal directional drill method. Construction 

progressed south of the bay from a tie-in point to Union’s Picton Lateral NPS 6 inch pipeline in a 

northerly direction to a tie-in point to Unions NPS 6 inch pipeline north of the bay, with the 

following order of operations: tree removal, topsoil removal, stringing, welding, joint coating, 

trenching, directional drilling, lowering-in, tie-ins, backfilling, testing and clean-up.  

 

Union returned to the right-of-way in spring 2016 to complete the following activities: repair any 

subsidence on the right-of-way, ensure there is adequate stability and re-vegetation, perform a 

general overview of the right-of-way post construction water well testing and complete any 

additional clean-up that may be required. 

 

3.0 POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION  

 

3.1 Condition 1.1 

Union Gas Limited (“Union”) shall construct the facilities and restore the land in 

accordance with its application and evidence filed in EB-2014-0350 except as modified 

by this Order and these Conditions of Approval. 
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Union has complied with all conditions imposed by the Board during construction 

of the pipeline and has restored the land according to the evidence in support of 

its application.  

 

3.2      Condition 1.3 

 Union Gas shall implement all the recommendations of the Environmental Report filed in  

the pre-filed evidence, and all the recommendations and directives identified by the 

Ontario Pipeline Coordinating Committee (“OPCC”) review. 

 

Union has implemented all recommendations and mitigation measures outlined in 

the Environmental Study Report (ER) along with all directives identified by the 

OPCC.  

 

3.3  Condition 1.4 

Union Gas shall advise the OEB’s designated representative of any proposed material 

change in construction or restoration procedures and, except in an emergency, Union 

shall not make such change without prior approval of the OEB or its designated 

representative.  In the event of an emergency, the OEB shall be informed immediately 

after the fact. 

 

       There was one change pertaining to this project: 

 

In Union’s pre-filed evidence Union committed to removing the existing pipeline 

which was attached to the Skyway Bridge after the new pipeline had been 

directionally drilled and commissioned under the Bay of Quinte.  Due to 

construction delays the pipe was not removed in 2015.  Ministry of Transportation 

Ontario (“MTO”) has given Union a new move order which requires the 

abandoned pipeline to be removed by the end of 2017.  A copy of the change 

request can be found at Appendix D. 
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  3.4 Condition 2.4 

Union Gas shall furnish the Board’s designated representative with all reasonable 

assistance for ascertaining whether the work is being or has been performed in 

accordance with the OEB’s Order. 

 

This Final Monitoring Report as well as the previously filed Interim Monitoring 

Report shall confirm that the work has been performed according to the Board’s 

Order. 

 

    3.5    Condition 3.1 

Both during and after construction, Union shall monitor the impacts of construction, and 

shall file four copies of both an interim and final monitoring report with the OEB. The 

interim monitoring report shall be filed within six months of the in-service date and the 

final monitoring report shall be filed within fifteen months of the in-service date. Union 

shall attach a log of all complaints that have been received to the interim and final 

monitoring reports. The log shall record the times of all complaints received, the 

substance of each complaint, the actions taken in response, and the reasons underlying 

such actions. 

 

3.5.1 Report Circulation 

Four (4) copies of this Interim Monitoring Report are provided to the Board.  

 

  3.5.2    Landowner Concerns 

Union’s complaint tracking system, which identifies the current status of 

landowner complaints received as a result of pipeline construction, was/is in 

effect. A complaint is identified as a concern raised by a landowner, which has 

not been resolved to the landowner’s satisfaction within three (3) working days. 

There were no complaints entered into the complaint tracking system. During  
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construction, issues that were minor in nature were raised to Union and their 

contractor. These were dealt with by Union or the Contractor in an expeditious 

manner.  

 

                               3.5.3   Water Well Complaint 

 

Prior to the development of the directional drill plan, Union completed 

geotechnical surveys in October 2014 to investigate terrain and subsurface 

conditions to aid in the detailed design of the directional drill crossing. 

 

On May 21, 2015, Union received a complaint from a resident of a well 

interference. Union Gas employed the services Stantec Consulting Ltd. (Stantec) 

to investigate the complaint. Stantec contacted the resident on May 22, 2015 to 

discuss the well interference and schedule a site visit for May 29, 2015 at which 

time water samples were taken. 

 

Stantec concluded that based on the drilling details, the immediate abandonment 

of the geotechnical borehole with the use of cement/bentonite and the historical 

water quality within the area, well interference due to Union Gas activity was not 

interpreted. A letter outlining the investigation process and conclusions was sent 

to the landowner on July 3, 2015. No additional complaints have been received. 

 

 

3.6        Condition 3.3 

The final monitoring report shall describe the condition of any rehabilitated land and the 

effectiveness of any mitigation measures undertaken. The results of the monitoring 

programs and analysis shall be included and recommendations made as appropriate. Any 

deficiency in compliance with any of the Conditions of Approval shall be explained. 

The entire right of way and in particular areas in close proximity to the 

watercourse were checked for stability, subsidence and vegetation re-establishment 

in spring of 2016 and found to be successfully rehabilitating and protected with  
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proper sediment control devices to aid in the rehabilitation process. No 

deficiencies in compliance were identified. 

 

                 3.6.1   Monitoring Programs 

The previously filed Interim Monitoring Report provides a description of the 

successfully completed monitoring programs (Archaeology, Watercourses, Tree 

Replacement) undertaken prior to, during and following construction to monitor 

the effects of construction.  

                                           

                   3.6.1.1      Water Well Monitoring  

 

Further to the private well monitoring outlined in the previously filed Interim 

Monitoring Report performed prior to and during construction, Union employed the 

services of Stantec Consulting Ltd. to continue monitoring post-construction at the 

property where the seepage event occurred (RW12). For the two (2) remaining 

sampling rounds, one was completed in September 2016 and the final sampling 

event completed in November 2016 in coordination with the resident.  

 

Based on the water quality and groundwater level results there was no indication of a 

change within nearby residential wells following the Union Gas activity. The results 

were provided to the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte and the resident following each 

testing event. Stantec recommended that no other monitoring is recommended as 

part of the Union Gas pipeline program and the program is considered complete. 

                                   

          4.0 Condition 4.1 

 

Union shall obtain all other approvals, permits, licences, and certificates required to 

construct, operate and maintain the proposed project, and shall provide an affidavit that all 

such approvals, permits, licences, and certificates have been obtained. 
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Union obtained all approval, permits, licences, and certificates required to construct 

operate and maintain the Sarnia Expansion Pipeline Project. An affidavit 

acknowledging the acquisition of the approval, permits, licences, and certificates can 

be found in Appendix C.    

     

5.0  SUMMARY 

 

This Final Monitoring Report has been prepared as per conditions in the Board Order EB-2014-

0350.  The report provides an outline of Unions’ compliance with the commitments of its witnesses, 

the measures implemented during construction to minimize disturbance to the environment and a 

description of Unions’ monitoring programs. It is anticipated that these measures will effectively 

eliminate any long-term impacts to the environment. 
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                                   GENERAL LOCATION MAP 
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