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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY 

 

This Decision and Order approves Enbridge Gas Distribution Inc.’s (Enbridge Gas) 

natural gas municipal franchise agreement with the Township of Springwater, for a 

twenty-year term, and grants Enbridge Gas a certificate of public convenience and 

necessity for the Township of Springwater.   

 

THE PROCESS 

 

Enbridge Gas filed an application with the Ontario Energy Board (OEB) on November 3, 

2017 under sections 8 and 9 of the Municipal Franchises Act. The application was for 

an order of the OEB renewing Enbridge Gas’ right to construct and operate works for 

the distribution, transmission and storage of natural gas, and the right to extend and add 

to the works, in the Township of Springwater; as well as for an order granting Enbridge 

Gas a certificate of public convenience and necessity for the Township of Springwater.  

 

The OEB held a written hearing. A Notice of Hearing was published in a local 

newspaper on February 8, 2018. There were no intervenors.  

 

In this Decision and Order, a reference to the Township of Springwater is a reference to 

the municipal corporation or its geographical area, as the context requires. 

 

THE APPLICATION  

 

Enbridge Gas is a corporation incorporated under the laws of the Province of Ontario, 

with its head office in the City of Toronto.   

 

The Township of Springwater is a municipal corporation incorporated under the laws of 

the Province of Ontario. The Township of Springwater was formed on January 1, 1994, 

through an amalgamation of the former Township of Elmvale, the former Township of 

Flos and the former Township of Vespra, and a portion of the former Township of 

Medonte. 

 

Enbridge Gas holds a municipal franchise agreement with the Township of Springwater 

(By-Law No. 98-002, dated February 2, 1998) that was set to expire on February 2, 

2018.  
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Enbridge Gas applied to the Township of Springwater for a franchise, based on a 

proposed municipal franchise agreement in the form of the 2000 Model Franchise 

Agreement, with no amendments, for a term of twenty years. On October 4, 2017, the 

Township of Springwater gave its approval.  

 

With the application, Enbridge Gas filed the Township of Springwater’s draft by-law 

granting the franchise, and a copy of the proposed municipal franchise agreement. 

Enbridge Gas also filed a copy of the Township of Springwater’s resolution approving 

the form of the proposed municipal franchise agreement and requesting the OEB to 

direct and declare that the assent of the municipal electors is not necessary (Resolution 

passed October 4, 2017). 

 

Currently, Enbridge Gas holds the following certificates of public convenience and 

necessity granting Enbridge Gas the right to construct works to supply natural gas in the 

Township of Springwater: 

 

 F.B.C. 203, dated September 25, 1958, for the geographical area of the 

former Village of Elmvale.  

 

 F.B.C. 333, dated December 16, 1959, for the geographical area of the 

former Township of Flos. 

 

 F.B.C. 314, dated June 10, 1959, for the geographical area of the former 

Township of Vespra. 

  

Enbridge Gas requests that the OEB cancel F.B.C. 203, F.B.C. 333 and F.B.C. 314 and 

replace them with a single certificate of public convenience and necessity for the 

Township of Springwater.   

 

OEB FINDINGS 

 

I find that it is in the public interest to approve the application. Enbridge Gas filed a 

complete application and provided notice of the hearing in the manner instructed by the 

OEB. I note that no party intervened to object to the application. The proposed 

municipal franchise agreement is in the form of the 2000 Model Franchise Agreement, 

with no amendments, and is for a term of twenty years. 
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IT IS ORDERED THAT: 

 

1. The terms and conditions upon which, and the period for which, the Township of 

Springwater is, by by-law, to grant to Enbridge Gas Distribution Inc. the right to 

construct and operate works for the distribution, transmission and storage of gas, 

and the right to extend or add to the works, in the Township of Springwater, as set 

out in the municipal franchise agreement attached as Schedule A, are approved. 

 

2. A certificate of public convenience and necessity, attached as Schedule B to this 

Decision and Order, is granted to Enbridge Gas Distribution Inc. to construct works 

or supply gas in the Township of Springwater. A current map of the Township of 

Springwater is attached as Schedule C.  

 

3. Enbridge Gas Distribution Inc.’s certificates of public convenience and necessity 

for the Township of Elmvale (F.B.C. 203), the Township of Flos (F.B.C. 333) and 

the Township of Vespra (F.B.C. 314) are cancelled. 

 

4. The assent of the municipal electors to the by-law is not necessary. 

 

5. Enbridge Gas Distribution Inc. shall pay the OEB’s costs incidental to this 

proceeding upon receipt of the OEB’s invoice. 

 
DATED at Toronto, May 24, 2018 
 
ONTARIO ENERGY BOARD 
 
 

Original Signed By 

 
Pascale Duguay 
Manager, Application Policy and Climate Change 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

SCHEDULE A  
 
 

EB-2017-0342 
 

DATED: May 24, 2018 
 

Franchise Agreement 
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DATED: May 24, 2018 
 

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity 



 

 

 

EB-2017-0342 
 
 

Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity 

 

 

The Ontario Energy Board grants 

 

 

Enbridge Gas Distribution Inc. 
 

 

approval under section 8 of the Municipal Franchises Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M.55, as 

amended, to construct works to supply gas to the 

 

Township of Springwater 

 
as it is constituted on the date of this Decision and Order. 

 
 

DATED at Toronto, May 24, 2018 

 

ONTARIO ENERGY BOARD 

 

Original Signed By 

 

Pascale Duguay 
Manager, Application Policy and Climate Change 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHEDULE C 
 
 

EB-2017-0342 
 

DATED: May 24, 2018 
 

Map of the Township of Springwater 
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