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Ministry of Heritage, Sport,  
Tourism and Culture Industries 

Programs and Services Branch 
401 Bay Street, Suite 1700 
Toronto, ON  M7A 0A7 
Tel: 416.314.7643 

Ministère des Industries du Patrimoine,  
du Sport, du Tourisme et de la Culture  

Direction des programmes et des services 
401, rue Bay, Bureau 1700 
Toronto, ON  M7A 0A7 
Tél:  416.314.7643 

 

 
 
April 24, 2020   EMAIL ONLY  
 
Rooly Georgopoulos 
Senior Project Manager  
Stantec Consulting Ltd.  
300W-675 Cochrane Drive  
Markham, ON L3R 0B8 
Rooly.Georgopoulos@stantec.com 
 
MHSTCI File : 0011819 
Proponent  : Enbridge Gas 
Subject  : Leave to Construct Application 
Project  : London Lines Replacement 
Location  : Township of Dawn-Euphemia, Municipality of Southwest     

Middlesex, the Township of Strathroy-Caradoc, and the 
Municipality of Middlesex Centre  

 
Dear Rooly Georgopoulos: 
 
Thank you for contacting the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries 
(MHSTCI) about the above-referenced application to the Ontario Energy Board (OEB) for 
leave to construction under the Ontario Energy Board Act.  
 
The OEB issued the Environmental Guidelines for the Location, Construction, and 
Operation of Hydrocarbon Pipelines and Facilities in Ontario, 7th Edition to assist 
applicants in identifying managing and documenting environmental impacts. The 
Guidelines encourage applicants to consult with the Ontario Pipeline Coordinating 
Committee (of which MHSTCI is a member) and other agencies. MHSTCI’s interest in 
this process relates to its mandate of conserving Ontario’s cultural heritage. 
 
Among the planning activities outlined in Chapter 2 of the Guidelines, an applicant is 
advised to:  

 describe the rationale for study area delineation (including construction staging, 
land requirements); 

 identify existing baseline environmental conditions;   
 identify potential environmental impacts expected to occur during construction and 

operation of the project, including cumulative impacts; 
 describe proposed measures to mitigate potential negative impacts.  

 
This letter provides advice on how to incorporate consideration of cultural heritage into 
the above-mentioned planning activities and expands on sections 4.3 and 5.3 of the 
Guidelines by outlining the technical cultural heritage studies and level of detail required 
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to address cultural heritage in pipeline and facilities projects. The outcomes and 
recommendations of the studies will be reported in the Environmental Report and form 
the basis for any future commitments. 
 
Project Summary 
The London Lines Replacement Project (LLRP) will include the replacement of 
approximately 75 kilometres (km) from the Township of Dawn-Euphemia eastward to the 
municipality of Southwest Middlesex and 10.5 km of a secondary pipeline to service the 
community of Strathroy. The project also includes a proposed new station at Calvert Drive 
and Sutherland Road in the Municipality of Strathroy-Caradoc.  
 
Identifying Cultural Heritage Resources 
While some cultural heritage resources may have already been formally identified, others 
may be identified through assessment.  
 
Archaeological Resources  
The Criteria for Evaluating Archaeological Potential checklist is used to determine if an 
archaeological assessment is needed. We understand that an archaeologist licenced 
under the OHA has been retained, who will complete the necessary archaeological 
assessment work and will be responsible for submitting the reports directly to MHSTCI 
for review. 
 
Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes   
A Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment will 
be undertaken for the entire study area during the planning phase to inform the OEB and 
will be summarized in the Environmental Report. This study will:  
 

1. Identify existing baseline cultural heritage conditions within the study area.  
 Study Area: The consultants preparing the Cultural Heritage Report will 

need to define a study area and explain their rationale. The common 
practice has been to define a study area as including the right-of-way 
(ROW) and a 50-metre buffer (construction zone) on either side of the 
ROW. 

 The report will include a historical summary of the study area and will 
identify all known or potential built heritage resources and cultural heritage 
landscapes in the study area. MHSTCI has developed screening criteria 
that may assist with this exercise: Criteria for Evaluating for Potential Built 
Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes.   

 
2. Identify preliminary potential project-specific impacts on the known and potential 

built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes that have been identified. 
The report should include a description of the anticipated impact to each known or 
potential built heritage resource or cultural heritage landscape that has been 
identified.    
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3. Recommend measures to avoid or mitigate potential negative impacts to known or 
potential built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes. The proposed 
mitigation measures are to inform the next steps of project planning and design.  
 
Where a known or potential built heritage resource or cultural heritage landscape 
may be directly and adversely impacted, and where it has not yet been evaluated 
for Cultural Heritage Value or Interest (CHVI), completion of a Cultural Heritage 
Evaluation Report (CHER) is required to fully understand its CHVI and level of 
significance. The CHER must be completed as part of the Environmental Report. 
If a potential resource is found to be of CHVI, then a Heritage Impact Assessment 
(HIA) will be undertaken by a qualified person. The HIA will be completed in 
consultation with MHSTCI and the proponent as early as possible during detail 
design, following the OEB’s Leave to Construct. 
 
While some cultural heritage landscapes are contained within individual property 
boundaries, others span across multiple properties. For certain cultural heritage 
landscapes, it will be more appropriate for the CHER and HIA to include multiple 
properties, in order to reflect the extent of that cultural heritage landscape in its 
entirety.     

 
Cultural Heritage Reports will be undertaken by a qualified person who has expertise, 
recent experience, and knowledge relevant to the type of cultural heritage resources 
being considered and the nature of the activity being proposed.  
 
Community input should be sought to identify locally recognized and potential cultural 
heritage resources. Sources include, but are not limited to, municipal heritage 
committees, historical societies and other local heritage organizations.  
 
Cultural heritage resources are often of critical importance to Indigenous communities. 
Indigenous communities may have knowledge that can contribute to the identification of 
cultural heritage resources, and we suggest that any engagement with Indigenous 
communities includes a discussion about known or potential cultural heritage resources 
that are of value to them.   
 
Environmental Reporting 
The findings of the above-mentioned studies should be summarized as part of the 
Environmental Report discussion of existing conditions, impact assessment, mitigation, 
and future commitments. Commitments for further studies should clearly state what is to 
be done, who is responsible for implementation, and when. Recommendations from the 
technical cultural heritage studies described above should be reflected as commitments 
in the Environmental Report. 
 
MHSTCI welcomes the opportunity to review and comment upon relevant sections of the 
draft Environmental Report, before the final draft Environmental Report is submitted to 
the OPCC for review.  
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Thank you for consulting MHSTCI on this project and please continue to do so throughout 
the OEB process. If you have any questions, require clarification, or would like additional 
examples to assist with project reporting, do not hesitate to contact me.   
  
Sincerely,  
 
Joseph Harvey  
On behalf of 
 
Katherine Kirzati 
Heritage Planner 
Heritage Planning Unit  
Katherine.Kirzati@Ontario.ca  
 
Copied to:  Kelsey Mills, Environmental Advisor, Enbridge Gas Inc. 

Zora Crnojacki, Project Advisor, OEB  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
It is the sole responsibility of proponents to ensure that any information and documentation submitted as part of their EA report or file 
is accurate.  MHSTCI makes no representation or warranty as to the completeness, accuracy or quality of the any checklists, reports 
or supporting documentation submitted as part of the EA process, and in no way shall MHSTCI be liable for any harm, damages, 
costs, expenses, losses, claims or actions that may result if any checklists, reports or supporting documents are discovered to be 
inaccurate, incomplete, misleading or fraudulent.  
 
Please notify MHSTCI if archaeological resources are impacted by EA project work. All activities impacting archaeological resources 
must cease immediately, and a licensed archaeologist is required to carry out an archaeological assessment in accordance with the 
Ontario Heritage Act and the Standards and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists.   
 
If human remains are encountered, all activities must cease immediately and the local police as well as the Registrar, Burials of the 
Ministry of Government and Consumer Services must be contacted. In situations where human remains are associated with 
archaeological resources, MHSTCI should also be notified to ensure that the site is not subject to unlicensed alterations which would 
be a contravention of the Ontario Heritage Act. 


