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Webinar Follow-up: Response to Stakeholder Request for Further Information 
EB-2020-0133 Stakeholder Webinar 

January 20, 2021 
 

At the January 14, 2021 webinar, one stakeholder requested additional information 
pertaining to the Report on Regulatory Principles, Policies and Accounting Treatments 
Applied in Other Jurisdictions in Response to COVID-19, as prepared by London 
Economics International LLC (LEI). That stakeholder’s questions, and LEI’s responses, 
are provided below. 
 
Question #1: 
 
Please provide a list of jurisdictions included in each bar of the graph in Figure 8.  Each 
bar represents various “Regulatory Principles”, “Expenses/Revenues Allowed”, and 
“Accounting Treatment” findings. 
 
Response #1: 
 
Please see the table below. Columns show the 22 US states and one Canadian province 
(Alberta) selected for further analysis into deferral account orders, while rows depict the 
groupings and types shown in Figure 8 and discussed further in Section 3 of the ‘Report 
on regulatory principles, policies, and accounting treatments applied in other jurisdictions 
in response to COVID-19’ (“the report”).  Cells highlighted in green indicate jurisdictions 
that were included in each bar of Figure 8.  
 
In addition, the bottom two rows of the table below indicate the jurisdictions that have 
either authorized utilities to establish regulatory assets for possible future recovery, or 
that have allowed deferral for tracking and accounting purposes only.  
 

 

Group Type AK AR CA CT DE HI ID IN LA MD MI MN MS NV NJ NM OK PA TX VA WV WI AB Total %

Provide regulatory certainty 1 1 2 9%

Necessary 1 1 1 1 1 5 22%

Extraordinary 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 26%

Appropriate 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 26%

Prudently incurred 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 9 39%

Incremental costs 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11 48%

Reasonable / just and reasonable 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 14 61%

Lost revenue (lost load) 1 1 4%

Lost revenue (payment arrangements) 1 1 1 1 4 17%

Lost revenue (waived fees) 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 35%

Savings/offsets 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 10 43%

Bad debt 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12 52%

Direct COVID-related expenses * 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 20 87%

Other *** 1 1 2 9%

No carrying costs allowed 1 1 2 9%

Carrying costs allowed ** 1 1 1 3 13%

Quarterly reporting required 1 1 1 1 1 5 22%

TBD 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 15 65%

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 17 74%
1 1 1 1 1 1 6 26%
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Question #2: 
 
Please provide the supporting workpapers for LEI’s Report on regulatory principles, 
policies, and accounting treatments in other jurisdictions in response to COVID-
19.  Specifically, what are the jurisdictions that support the report’s data, tables and 
graphs? 
 
Response #2: 
 
Please refer to pages 4 to 5, and pages 18 to 22, for a summary of jurisdictions covered 
in the report. As noted on page 4 of the report, LEI commenced the research process by 
assessing all US states and Canadian provinces, and conducted further analysis into the 
deferral account orders issued in 23 of these 59 jurisdictions. The list of the 23 
jurisdictions can be found in Figure 7 of the report.  
 
Figure 1 of the report provides a summary of regulatory responses to COVID-19 across 
North America. The specific jurisdictions included in Figure 1 of the report can be seen in 
Figures 5 and 6 for “disconnection moratoriums” and Figure 7 for “deferral accounts.” A 
breakdown of the jurisdictions by “customer payment plans” is shown in the table below.  
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Question #3: 
 
Please provide a list of jurisdictions and citations where LEI has identified application of 
a “means test” or “cost sharing” related to the recovery of COVID-19 costs and/or lost 
revenues. 
 
Response #3: 
 
Please refer to footnote 64 on page 20 of the report. As stated in the footnote, none of 
the jurisdictions LEI reviewed have yet to rule on possible cost-sharing mechanisms 
related to the recovery of balances in COVID-19 deferral accounts. In footnote 64, we 
also note that the Michigan Attorney General suggested as part of a stakeholder comment 
that utilities only recover 80% of costs incurred, but the Commission had yet to rule on 
the matter.  
 


