David |. Poch sarister tel. (613) 26L-0055 fax (613) 264-2878

January 4, 2023

Nancy Marconi, Registrar
Ontario Energy Board

VIA RESS AND EMAIL
Dear Ms Marconi:

Re: EB-2022-0295 — GEC SAG and EAC Nominations
Attached please find GEC’s nomination of Chris Neme for appointment to the
Natural Gas Demand Side Management Stakeholder Advisory Group (SAG) and
Evaluation Advisory Committee (EAC).

Sincerely,

m

Cc: Josh Wasylyk

1649 Old Brooke Road, Maberly, Ontario KOH 2BO e-mail: dpoch@eelaw.ca
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Nomination for Appointment to the
Natural Gas Demand Side Management Stakeholder Advisory Group (SAG) and
Evaluation Advisory Committee (EAC)

Nomination forms must be submitted through the OEB’s online filing portal by 4:45 pm
on January 9, 2023. Please quote file number EB-2022-0295 and include Josh
Wasylyk at josh.wasylyk@oeb.ca on all electronic correspondence.

Nominee Contact Information

Nominee Name: Chris Neme

Company Name: Energy Futures Group

Company Address: |Energy Futures Group
P.O. Box 587
Hinesburg, VT 05461

Position Title: Principle
Department:
Email Address: cneme@energyfuturesgroup.com

Please provide responses to the items listed on the next page that relate to your
nomination and the work of the natural gas demand side management stakeholder

advisory group and evaluation advisory committee.

Ontario Energy Board
December 8, 2022
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1. Is this a self-nomination?

YES
NO

a. If not, please indicate which individual(s) / organization(s) the
nomination is made on behalf of.

The Green Energy Coalition (GEC)

b. Please indicate if the nominee has confirmed an interest in participating
on the Natural Gas Demand Side Management Stakeholder Advisory
Group.

Yes

c. Please indicate if you/the nominee are also interested in being
considered for the Evaluation Advisory Committee.

Yes

Ontario Energy Board
December 8, 2022 2
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2. Please provide a short description of the nominee’s technical experience with
natural gas and/or electricity energy efficiency and conservation programming
(potential study development, program design, program delivery, etc.) and/or
evaluation, measurement and verification work, both in Ontario and other
jurisdictions and the recency of the experience.

Mr. Neme has extensive experience with both gas and electric energy efficiency and conservation
program design and delivery across dozens of jurisdictions.

For example, Mr. Neme has led work on several efficiency potential studies (most notably studies for
New York and Vermont) and critically reviewed numerous other studies across more than a dozen
different U.S. states and Canadian provinces (including the most recent studies for Michigan, lllinois and
Ontario). In fact, at the request of the OEB, Mr. Neme served as an external reviewer for the most
recent (2019) Ontario Market Potential Study.

Mr. Neme has also helped design or critically review the design of literally hundreds (if not thousands) of
gas and/or electric efficiency programs across literally dozens of states and provinces. That includes
review of utility efficiency program designs for clients in seven of the top eleven U.S. states (per the
American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy’s — ACEEE’s — 2022 state rankings), as well as in
Ontario and Manitoba and several European countries. Mr. Neme’s expertise in efficiency program
design is widely recognized. For example, he served as one of three external parties that reviewed and
helned scare nroarams far ACEEE’s fourth and maost recent (2019) “National Review of Exemnlarv

3. Please provide a short discussion of the nominee’s knowledge of the Ontario
energy landscape and policy context for Enbridge Gas’s DSM activities
(including relevant work experience in Ontario, participation in OEB
proceedings, knowledge of Ontario energy market and policy, etc.). Please
also provide any knowledge, understanding and expertise of energy
conservation, energy efficiency and energy transition best practices and
recent developments in other jurisdictions and describe the relevance to the
DSM Stakeholder Advisory Group and/or Evaluation Advisory Committee.

Mr. Neme has a deep understanding of the energy and policy landscape in Ontario. As noted in
response to question 2, Mr. Neme has reviewed and critiqued every gas DSM plan filed by Enbridge
Gas and Union Gas — and all related regulatory policy proposals — since the start of DSM efforts in
Ontario in the early 1990s. In every case he has either testified as an expert witness before the OEB
(more than twenty occasions) and/or played a central role in negotiating compromise proposals with the
province’s gas utilities and other stakeholders. Mr. Neme currently serves on the OEB’s gas DSM
Evaluation Advisory Committee and was elected by all Ontario stakeholders to serve on its predecessor
Technical Evaluation Committee and at least one (and often both) of the Enbridge and Union annual
DSM audit committees since their inception roughly twenty years ago. Mr. Neme also currently serves
on the OEB’s Gas Integrated Resource Planning (IRP) committee and has in recent years also been
appointed by the OEB to serve as an external reviewer of studies of the province’s efficiency potential
and on an advisory committee on carbon price forecasts. He has also previously been hired by the
Ontario Power Authority to assist with its investigation into cutting edge program and policy issues
related to efficiency programming.

Mr_Neme also has deen exnerience and exnertise with enerav transition issues  For examnle far the

Ontario Energy Board
December 8, 2022 3
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4. Why do you believe that you/the nominee would be a valuable member of the
DSM Stakeholder Advisory Group and/or the Evaluation Advisory Committee?

Mr. Neme would be invaluable as a member of both the DSM Stakeholder Advisory Group and the
Evaluation Advisory Committee for several reasons. First, he is widely recognized — both in Ontario and
in numerous other jurisdictions — as an international expert on efficiency program design and evaluation.
Second, he has extensive expertise in the technical challenges and policy options for decarbonization,
which is a critical backdrop for DSM planning and evaluation today. Third, he is widely regarded as an
expert in cost-effectiveness analyses — having co-authored the widely-referenced National Standard
Practice Manual for Benefit-Cost Analysis of Distributed Energy Resources (2020) and its predecessor
the National Standard Practice Manual for Assessing Cost-Effectiveness of Energy Efficiency
Resources (2017). Cost-effectiveness is a critically important element of efficiency program planning as
well as DSM evaluation. Fourth, Mr. Neme has three decades of experience with gas DSM in Ontario.
Fifth, in part because of that experience, Mr. Neme is well-respected by a wide range of stakeholders —
even those that may not always agree with his positions on policy issues. Sixth, Mr. Neme is thoughtful,
open-minded, and respectful of others in advisory group and committee processes. Finally, for all these
reasons, Mr. Neme has a long history of effective participation in and contributions to such
groups/committees in Ontario.

5. If requesting cost eligibility, please explain how the nominee meets the
eligibility criteria for an award of costs outlined in Section 3 of the Practice
Direction on Cost Awards.

Mr. Neme is nominated by the GEC which has routinely qualified for costs under Section 3 as a party
that (a) primarily represents the direct interests of consumers (e.g. ratepayers) in

relation to services that are regulated by the Board; and (b) primarily represents a public interest
relevant to the Board's mandate.

Mr. Neme is not a staff member of an intervenor and has no pecuniary interest in the outcome of the
group and committee work.

If Mr. Neme is appointed to the Advisory Group and Committee, he would be providing expertise in the
same manner as he has done as an expert witness, as required by Form A, to wit:

(a) to provide opinion evidence that is fair, objective and non-partisan;

(b) to provide opinion evidence that is related only to matters that are within my area of expertise; and
(c) to provide such additional assistance as the Board may reasonably require, to determine a matter in
issue.

Ontario Energy Board
December 8, 2022
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	Technical Experience: Mr. Neme has extensive experience with both gas and electric energy efficiency and conservation program design and delivery across dozens of jurisdictions. 

For example, Mr. Neme has led work on several efficiency potential studies (most notably studies for New York and Vermont) and critically reviewed numerous other studies across more than a dozen different U.S. states and Canadian provinces (including the most recent studies for Michigan, Illinois and Ontario).  In fact, at the request of the OEB, Mr. Neme served as an external reviewer for the most recent (2019) Ontario Market Potential Study. 

Mr. Neme has also helped design or critically review the design of literally hundreds (if not thousands) of gas and/or electric efficiency programs across literally dozens of states and provinces. That includes review of utility efficiency program designs for clients in seven of the top eleven U.S. states (per the American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy’s – ACEEE’s – 2022 state rankings), as well as in Ontario and Manitoba and several European countries. Mr. Neme’s expertise in efficiency program design is widely recognized.  For example, he served as one of three external parties that reviewed and helped score programs for ACEEE’s fourth and most recent (2019) “National Review of Exemplary Energy Efficiency Programs”.  Mr. Neme was also previously hired by the Ontario Power Authority (2012 to 2015) to conduct a jurisdictional scan of utility program efforts to leverage government-initiated building efficiency labeling/disclosure requirements and the role geotargeted efficiency programs can play in deferring electric transmission and/or distribution infrastructure investments. Over the past several years, Mr. Neme’s program design work has broadened to include strategic electrification programs. As both a former member of the management team contracted by regulators to delivery efficiency programs in New Jersey (from 2015 through 2020) and former member of the management team for the Efficiency Vermont project (2000 through 2010), he also has firsthand experience with on-the-ground delivery of efficiency programs. 

Mr. Neme also has been intimately involved in the design of evaluation, measurement and verification (EM&V) plans as well as individual EM&V studies – also across dozens of jurisdictions. Mr. Neme led the development of the continent’s first Technical Reference Manual (TRM) for Efficiency Vermont, led the development of the first TRM in Ohio and for the Mid-Atlantic states, and has critically reviewed TRMs in half a dozen additional jurisdictions. That includes extensive on-going involvement in revisions to current TRMs in Illinois, Michigan and Ontario. Mr. Neme has also led evaluation planning work in Vermont and New Jersey and currently provides extensive on-going input on both evaluation plans and the design and results of individual EM&V studies in Illinois, Michigan and Ontario. In Ontario, Mr. Neme has served on the OEB’s Gas Evaluation Committee since its inception in 2015; he also served on the predecessor Technical Evaluation Committee as well as one or both of the Enbridge and Union Gas Audit Committees since they were first formed about twenty years ago.

All told, Mr. Neme has worked on efficiency program design, delivery and/or evaluation in nearly forty different states and provinces. He has also testified as an expert witness on that work in approximately seventy cases in thirteen different states and provinces. That includes testimony on gas efficiency programs in roughly twenty cases before the OEB.
	Knowledge of Ontario, Policy Context, Broader Energy Efficiency Understanding: Mr. Neme has a deep understanding of the energy and policy landscape in Ontario.  As noted in response to question 2, Mr. Neme has reviewed and critiqued every gas DSM plan filed by Enbridge Gas and Union Gas – and all related regulatory policy proposals – since the start of DSM efforts in Ontario in the early 1990s. In every case he has either testified as an expert witness before the OEB (more than twenty occasions) and/or played a central role in negotiating compromise proposals with the province’s gas utilities and other stakeholders. Mr. Neme currently serves on the OEB’s gas DSM Evaluation Advisory Committee and was elected by all Ontario stakeholders to serve on its predecessor Technical Evaluation Committee and at least one (and often both) of the Enbridge and Union annual DSM audit committees since their inception roughly twenty years ago. Mr. Neme also currently serves on the OEB’s Gas Integrated Resource Planning (IRP) committee and has in recent years also been appointed by the OEB to serve as an external reviewer of studies of the province’s efficiency potential and on an advisory committee on carbon price forecasts. He has also previously been hired by the Ontario Power Authority to assist with its investigation into cutting edge program and policy issues related to efficiency programming.

Mr. Neme also has deep experience and expertise with energy transition issues.  For example, for the past two years he has served as co-chair of the Vermont Energy Action Network’s Clean Heat Standard working group.  A Clean Heat Standard would impose obligations on Vermont Gas and the state’s wholesale suppliers of fuel oil and propane to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from burning of fossil fuels in homes and businesses. Mr. Neme co-authored a white paper on the concept and testified on the policy before the Vermont House Energy and Technology Committee in early 2022. His white paper ultimately served as the basis for legislation that came within one vote of becoming law and is being reintroduced to the Vermont legislation (with some modifications on which he has worked with a range of stakeholders, including Vermont Gas) this month. Mr. Neme was also part of a team that recently completed a (2022) study of technical options and costs for decarbonizing the Vermont economy for the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources and the Vermont Climate Council.  He has also reviewed numerous studies of pathways for decarbonizing the buildings sector, particularly fossil gas supply, in other jurisdictions.  That includes intensive involvement in a year-long stakeholder process (2021 to 2022, on behalf of the Sierra Club) through which the Massachusetts gas utilities received input on scenarios, assumptions and analysis of pathways for decarbonizing the state’s gas utility sector, as well as on regulatory policy proposals for advancing decarbonization of the gas system.

	What value do you provide?: Mr. Neme would be invaluable as a member of both the DSM Stakeholder Advisory Group and the Evaluation Advisory Committee for several reasons.  First, he is widely recognized – both in Ontario and in numerous other jurisdictions – as an international expert on efficiency program design and evaluation.  Second, he has extensive expertise in the technical challenges and policy options for decarbonization, which is a critical backdrop for DSM planning and evaluation today.  Third, he is widely regarded as an expert in cost-effectiveness analyses – having co-authored the widely-referenced National Standard Practice Manual for Benefit-Cost Analysis of Distributed Energy Resources (2020) and its predecessor the National Standard Practice Manual for Assessing Cost-Effectiveness of Energy Efficiency Resources (2017). Cost-effectiveness is a critically important element of efficiency program planning as well as DSM evaluation. Fourth, Mr. Neme has three decades of experience with gas DSM in Ontario.  Fifth, in part because of that experience, Mr. Neme is well-respected by a wide range of stakeholders – even those that may not always agree with his positions on policy issues. Sixth, Mr. Neme is thoughtful, open-minded, and respectful of others in advisory group and committee processes.  Finally, for all these reasons, Mr. Neme has a long history of effective participation in and contributions to such groups/committees in Ontario.

	Cost eligibility criteria: Mr. Neme is nominated by the GEC which has routinely qualified for costs under Section 3 as a party that (a) primarily represents the direct interests of consumers (e.g. ratepayers) in
relation to services that are regulated by the Board; and (b) primarily represents a public interest relevant to the Board’s mandate.

Mr. Neme is not a staff member of an intervenor and has no pecuniary interest in the outcome of the group and committee work.

If Mr. Neme is appointed to the Advisory Group and Committee, he would be providing expertise in the same manner as he has done as an expert witness, as required by Form A, to wit: 
(a) to provide opinion evidence that is fair, objective and non-partisan;
(b) to provide opinion evidence that is related only to matters that are within my area of expertise; and
(c) to provide such additional assistance as the Board may reasonably require, to determine a matter in issue. 




