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Executive Summary 

Enbridge Gas Distribution Inc. (“Enbridge”) is proposing to install a Nominal Pipe Size (“NPS”) 
12-inch (305- millimetres (“mm”)) diameter steel pipeline to supply natural gas to serve the 
proposed Thorold CoGen L.P., a Gas-Fired Cogeneration Station in Thorold, Ontario.  The 
proposed pipeline begins where TransCanada PipeLine’s existing natural gas pipeline crosses 
Townline Road in Thorold, Ontario, and ends at the site of the proposed gas-fired power 
generation station to be located on the property of Abitibi Consolidated Inc. - Thorold Division.  
The approximate length of the proposed pipeline route is 2.9 kilometres (“km”). 

Enbridge retained Stantec Consulting Ltd. (“Stantec”) to prepare an Environmental Report 
(“ER”) for construction and operation of the proposed pipeline, to meet the intent of the Ontario 
Energy Board’s (“OEB’) Environmental Guidelines for the Location, Construction and Operation 
of Hydrocarbon Pipelines and Facilities in Ontario (2003) (“OEB Guidelines (2003)”).  The ER 
accompanies Enbridge’s application to the OEB for Leave to Construct the proposed pipeline. 

The ER describes the process used to identify and evaluate route alternatives for the proposed 
pipeline, in order to select a preferred route.  The ER also considers the environmental and 
socio-economic setting associated with the pipeline, and the potential environmental and socio-
economic effects of the proposed pipeline.  Based on these potential impacts, mitigation 
measures are recommended to minimize these effects. 

In preparing the ER, input was received from interested parties and stakeholders through a 
public consultation program, including local, provincial, and federal government agencies, First 
Nations and residents within or in close proximity to the Study Area.  This information provided 
important data concerning local environmental and socio-economic features.  Stantec has 
considered this information during route selection to address the potential environmental effects 
of the proposed pipeline and recommend appropriate mitigation measures. 

A Study Area was established based on a general review of the area and preliminary 
assessment of routing opportunities and constraints between the project endpoints.  The 
principal objective in defining the Preferred Route was to select an acceptable route in 
consideration of environmental, technical, and economic factors. 

The preferred and alternative routes were identified and analyzed by Enbridge and Stantec 
using published information, field reconnaissance, aerial photo interpretation and information 
provided by landowners, tenants, agencies and members of the general public through direct 
contact with Stantec or at one of the Public Information Sessions.   

Physical, natural, and socio-economic features were identified along the Preferred Route.  A 
detailed review of the potential effects of the project on these features is provided in the ER.  An 
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analysis of the cumulative effects relating to construction and operation of the proposed pipeline 
along the Preferred Route are also summarized within the report. 

In the opinion of Stantec, the recommended program of mitigation, monitoring, and contingency 
measures addresses the concerns raised to date during the public consultation program.  It also 
addresses any effects, including potential cumulative effects, identified during the detailed 
technical review of the Preferred Route.  With the implementation of all of the above-noted 
measures during the construction and operation phases of the project, Stantec is of the opinion 
that no significant adverse environmental or socio-economic effects will occur. 
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