






for 10 seconds and meet with reality. 

"It's not rhetoric. It's not hyperbole." 

Enbridge spokesperson Leanne McNaughton concurred, saying "this does need to 

be replaced immediately just due to it being an operation for over 60 years." 

The OEB decision suggests otherwise, arguing that there is no imminent risk of 

failure and suggesting the company should focus on cheaper alternatives. 

Trust the numbers, urges King 

Tierney put the upcoming debate in stark terms of politics versus energy safety - a 

dichotomy fellow councillor Rawlson King rejects. 

The pipeline also runs through King's Rideau-Rockcliffe ward. 

While the safe upkeep of the infrastructure is important to King, he doesn't buy 

Tierney's argument that building a new pipeline is necessary to protect against 

catastrophic failure. 

"That's rhetoric that's being frankly utilized by many people in the energy lobby," 

King said. "I think these are false arguments." 





Revised wording focuses on discussion 

When Tierney puts forward his motion Tuesday, it will look much different from the 

one affixed to the agenda. 

Instead of calling on council to support the Enbridge Gas proposal, it directs staff "to 

continue collaborative activities" and find opportunities to reduce emissions which 

ensures energy security. 

McNaughton said Enbridge is already doing just that, pointing to a task force with 

the city and Hydro Ottawa that's referenced in the new wording. 

King likewise feels the motion is "reflective" of what the utility is already doing and 

he's confident that a future intervention by staff would not take Enbridge by 

surprise. 

The new version may appear watered down, but Tierney said he's more concerned 

with getting his concerns out there. 

"I don't care what makes people feel better about themselves, I honestly don't," he 

said. "I care about my residents that need natural gas when we have a blackout." 

As for the pipeline itself, Enbridge will submit a new application to the OEB in early 

2024. 

McNaughton said it will include new details on the integrity of the current 

pipeline, but "the plans are the same." 




