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OVERVIEW

Northern Ontario Wires Inc. (Northern Ontario Wires) filed a cost of service application
with the Ontario Energy Board (OEB) on August 30, 2024, under section 78 of the
Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998, seeking approval for changes to the rates Northern
Ontario Wires charges for electricity distribution effective May 1, 2025.

The OEB granted School Energy Coalition (SEC) and Vulnerable Energy Consumers
Coalition (VECC) intervenor status and cost award eligibility. Procedural Order No. 1
advised cost eligible intervenors that this application is part of the OEB’s intervenor
budget pilot project as set out in the OEB’s 2025 Filing Requirements letter dated April
11, 2024. The cost award budget for these applications is $20,000 per intervenor for the
pilot project.

On March 18, 2025, the OEB issued its Decision and Rate Order in which it set out the
process for cost claims.

The OEB received cost claims from SEC and VECC. No objections to the cost claims
were received from Northern Ontario Wires.

SEC exceeded the $20,000 budget. In its cost claim, SEC noted that the application
involved several components that were both complex and atypical, and which may not
have been accounted for in the initial OEB budget, which was informed by historical
cost of service proceedings involving small utilities. SEC noted that Northern Ontario
Wires last rebasing was in 2017. Other complicating factors were a proposal for an
Advanced Capital Module, a proposal for a Standby Rate, and the correction of a cost
allocation model error in a previous proceeding.

On a pre-tax basis, VECC did not exceed the $20,000 budget.
Findings

The OEB has reviewed the claims filed to ensure that they are compliant with the OEB’s
Practice Direction on Cost Awards.

The OEB finds the cost claims reasonable and approves the claims as filed.

In approving the cost claims, the OEB acknowledges that this proceeding was subject to
the $20,000 budget pilot project. However, the complexities of Northern Ontario Wires's
application were atypical for a cost of service application. The application involved novel
and complex issues that required significant effort from intervenors.
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https://www.rds.oeb.ca/CMWebDrawer/Record/848506/File/document
https://www.oeb.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/documents/regulatorycodes/2025-04/Practice-Direction-on-Cost-Awards%20APRIL%2023%2C%202025.pdf
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THE ONTARIO ENERGY BOARD ORDERS THAT:

1. Pursuant to section 30 of the Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998, Northern Ontario
Wires shall immediately pay the following amounts to the intervenors for their costs:

e School Energy Coalition $26,109.80
e Vulnerable Energy Consumers Coalition $20,751.61

DATED at Toronto May 6, 2025

ONTARIO ENERGY BOARD

Digitally signed by Nancy
Nancy Marconi
. Date: 2025.05.06
Marconi 11:40:34 -04'00°

Nancy Marconi
Registrar
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