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ONTARIO ENERGY BOARD
C/O  Regulatory Electronic Submission System (RESS)

RE: 
Energy Storage Canada (ESC) Written Comments (EB-2025-0156)
Proposed Regulatory Framework for Stream 2 eDSM Programs 
Energy Storage Canada (ESC) is the national trade association dedicated to accelerating the deployment of energy storage projects and technologies, with a membership that includes electricity distributors and third-party distributed energy resources (DERs) project proponents[footnoteRef:1].   [1:  For further information, please visit: www.energystoragecanada.org] 

We appreciate this opportunity to express our support for the Proposed Framework for Implementation of Local eDSM which we believe aligns with the Ministerial Directives issued to both the IESO and OEB. 
The Proposal has several design elements that would deliver an efficient and stream-lined process including that the majority of local eDSM programs would be approved through Delegated Authority. This is key in response to the urgent need to accelerate and maximize the deployment of cost-effective Non-Wires Solutions (NWS), and expand the contribution of DERs to bulk system growth. 
ESC submits the following additional comments and recommendations related to the implementation of the Stream 2 eDSM regulatory framework and programs. We will also continue to do so (where applicable) in other parallel processes such as those related to DSO Capabilities, and DERs Valuation and Compensation.
· Behind-the-meter battery (BTM) storage that provides load displacement only, and that provides load displacement and injects to the grid, should be listed in the IESO’s Measures and Assumptions List (MAL) to streamline the process for inclusion in Stream 2 eDSM programs[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  As noted by the Working Group, in their Undertaking of October 30, 2025 in response to ESC Question 1 20251015: “…battery storage is not currently listed as a measure in the IESO’s Measures and Assumptions List (MAL). Battery storage could be included in the IESO’s MAL, subject to the measure having the necessary Evaluation, Measurement and Verification justification to support approval by the IESO”] 

· Revisions to the NWS Guidelines to include eDSM Stream 2 program considerations should clearly state that BTM storage that provides load displacement only, and that provides load displacement and injects to the grid, are eligible as measures in eDSM Stream 2 programs.

· Collaboration between the IESO, OEB, LDCs and DER Providers should be continued and expanded on pilot projects that would increase learnings and operational experience on advanced capabilities to integrate, manage and optimize BTM battery storage for distribution and transmission services in preparation for eDSM Stream 2 programs.

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this important process.

Very best regards,
	
Sincerely, 
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Justin Rangooni 
Chief Executive Officer 
Energy Storage Canada 
	
Andrew Thiele
Sr. Director Policy and Government Relations 
Energy Storage Canada
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