
 

December 5, 2025 

Mr. Ritchie Murray 
Acting Registrar 
Ontario Energy Board 
Suite 2700, 2300 Yonge Street 
Toronto, ON  
M4P 1E4 
 
Dear Mr. Murray, 
 
Re: Hydro One Networks Inc. Application for Leave to Construct the 

Welland Thorold Power Line 
 
We understand that Hydro One Networks Inc. (“Hydro One”) has filed an 
application with the Ontario Energy Board (the “OEB”) under s. 92 of the 
Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998 seeking leave to construct a new double-circuit 
230-kilovolt transmission line connecting Abitibi Consolidated Junction in 
Thorold to the Crowland Transformer Station in Welland by using the existing 
Hydro One transmission corridor (the “Welland Thorold Power Line” or 
“WTPL”). However, that application has not yet been published on the OEB’s 
website. Attached at Schedule A is a November 17, 2025, news release 
published by Hydro One where it states that it has filed the application. Attached 
at Schedule B is a map of the WTPL posted by Hydro One on its website in 
relation to an Environmental Study Report that it has completed. 
 
The WTPL corridor is connected to the hydro corridor on our clients’ property via 
the Crowland Transformer Station. This is immediately northwest of our clients’ 
property and the Asahi Kasei Battery Separator Canada Corporation’s (“Asahi 
Kasei”) Lithium-ion Battery Separator Plant in Port Colborne. During a City of 
Port Colborne public meeting conducted by Asahi Kasei on December 2, 2025, 
Asahi Kasei announced plans to connect a 118-megawatt substation on its 
property to the Hydro One corridor. Attached as Schedule C is a copy of the 
Site Plan presented by Asahi Kasei at the public meeting. 
 
Please provide us a copy of any applications filed by Hydro One related to the 
WTPL, our client’s property and/or Asahi Kasei’s property.  
 
After reviewing the application(s), our clients may seek leave from the OEB to 
submit further written interrogatories to Hydro One inside File No. EB-2024-
0142. Hydro One has no property interest or right to use Nyon and 117’s lands 
to transmit electricity, which has necessitated Hydro One’s application to 
expropriate property interests from Nyon and 117. Our clients have commenced 
a claim before the Ontario Superior Court of Justice seeking relief in the form of 
a declaration that it owns the hydroelectric infrastructure on their lands (which 
stems from an expropriation by the federal government of the lands in the 1960s 

http://www.masseylaw.ca


 

and Hydro One’s failure to obtain the return of the infrastructure post-expropriation); back-rent; 
and environmental contamination. Hydro One was aware that it did not have any property 
interests or rights to use the lands since at least 2013, but failed to bring its application to 
expropriate until 2024, and only did so after Nyon commenced litigation. Hydro One’s 
application to expropriate was driven by the elevated urgency of the situation and its desire to 
obtain property rights for the cheapest price possible – not the public interest. Accordingly, after 
reviewing any s. 92 applications, further written interrogatories may be necessary to determine 
Hydro One’s motive for waiting until 2024 to bring the application to expropriate in File No. EB-
2024-0142. 

Yours very truly, 
MASSEY LLP 

 
Scott Lemke 
SGL/ac 
cc. Frank Portman – fportman@masseylaw.ca 
cc. Gord Nettleton – gnettleton@mccarthy.ca  
cc. Sam Rogers – sbrogers@mccarthy.ca  
cc. Aya Schechner – aschechner@mccarthy.ca  
cc. John Vellone – jvellone@blg.com  
cc. Colm Boyle – cboyle@blg.com  
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Schedule A 
 

November 17, 2025 Hydro One News Release 
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Schedule B 
 

Welland Thorold Power Line Preferred Route Map  





 

Schedule C 
 

Asahi Kasei Substation Site Plan from December 2, 2025 Public Meeting 
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