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Ritchie Murray
Acting Registrar
Ontario Energy Board
2300 Yonge Street, 27th Floor
Toronto, ON M4P 1E4
Registrar@oeb.ca
Dear Mr. Murray,
Re: EB-2022-0325 – Generic Hearing on Uniform Transmission Rates, Phase 2
OEB Staff Update dated December 10, 2025 – Issue 5
Energy Storage Canada (ESC) is writing further to the OEB staff update issued on December 10, 2025 in respect of Issue 5 in the above-noted proceeding. This correspondence is informed by questions and concerns raised by several ESC members and consultants during the holiday period, which were brought to ESC’s attention upon our return.
ESC appreciates the work undertaken by OEB staff, the IESO, and transmitters to implement the Board’s March 27, 2025 decision, and supports the Board’s direction to exempt electricity storage facilities from transmission charges when providing specified market and reliability services. At the same time, ESC believes there remain important areas of ambiguity and unresolved issues that warrant clarification and potential correction before implementation proceeds further.
First, ESC continues to believe there is a need to address the outstanding treatment of embedded electricity storage facilities at the distribution-connected level. In particular, the interaction between the proposed amendments to the UTR schedule and the existing gross load billing framework for embedded resources remains unclear for storage projects, and risks producing outcomes that are inconsistent with the policy intent articulated by the Board in its March 27, 2025 decision. ESC is concerned that, absent further clarification or adjustment, embedded storage facilities may continue to face inappropriate transmission cost exposure that undermines their ability to participate efficiently in Ontario’s electricity markets.
Second, ESC seeks clarification and a revisitation of how the proposed UTR language applies to directly connected electricity storage facilities that are registered market participants. Based on member feedback, it is not clear how the proposed definitions and exemptions are intended to operate in practice for facilities that are directly connected to the transmission system and actively participate in IESO-administered markets. In ESC’s view, greater precision is required to ensure that the exemption operates as intended for charging energy associated with market participation, and that no unintended distinctions are created between different classes of storage facilities.
Third, ESC respectfully requests a meeting with OEB staff to discuss these issues and to explore potential paths forward, including whether a targeted policy correction, clarification, or additional process may be required to resolve them. ESC is mindful that several parties, including Power Advisory and others, have already raised related concerns with OEB staff, and believes a focused discussion could help identify the most efficient and constructive next steps.
As a next step, ESC is prepared to submit formal comments through the process outlined by OEB staff. However, ESC believes that a preliminary discussion with OEB staff regarding the appropriate scope and forum for addressing these concerns would be of mutual benefit, and could help ensure that any subsequent submissions are well targeted and responsive to the Board’s objectives.
ESC would welcome the opportunity to engage with OEB staff at your convenience and looks forward to working collaboratively to ensure that the implementation of the Board’s decision achieves its intended policy outcomes for electricity storage in Ontario.
	
Sincerely, 
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Justin Rangooni 
Chief Executive Officer 
Energy Storage Canada 
	
Andrew Thiele
Sr. Director Policy and Government Relations 
Energy Storage Canada
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