
Annual Filing of Frequent Intervenor
Intervenor Name:

Energy Probe Research Foundation

Mandate and Objectives:

Energy Probe Research Foundation, referred to as Energy Probe, is a non‐profit consumer and
environmental organization which promotes economic efficiency in the use of resources. It has
four main goals: to provide the public, media, business, and government with information on
resource‐related issues, to promote sustainable resource use, to encourage individual
responsibility and accountability, and to help Canada contribute to global justice and
prosperity.

Energy Probe is Canada’s only free‐market environmental organization. Energy Probe
represents people who believe that protection of property rights is an essential element in the
protection of the environment. Property Rights in the Defense of Nature, Energy Probe's book
on the consequences of degrading property rights, is recognized as influential on the subject.
As Canada’s only free‐market environmental organization, Energy Probe argues that to protect
the environment, property rights must be protected. 

Unlike other intervenors, whose members expect them to argue for lower rates for their
particular ratepayer class, Energy Probe’s members and supporters expect it to argue for
equitable rates that optimize results across all ratepayer classes, by eliminating cross subsidies
among the various ratepayer classes. This approach – unique to Energy Probe among all
intervenors before the Board – fulfills its mandates to promote individual responsibility and
accountability as well as to inform all parties, the general public, business and government
among them, in order to promote sustainable resource use. 

Energy Probe represents many energy consumers who want to be left alone to make their own
decisions about personal energy choices and not be coerced by governments pursuing a Net
Zero agenda. 

While climate change may not be on the OEB's formal agenda, it is implicit in numerous
regulatory interventions and informs Energy Probe’s perspective. The issues of
accommodation on the electricity grid of distributed energy resources including electric
vehicles, storage batteries and wind, solar and geothermal generation, or phasing out of natural
gas, are climate‐change related, and the costs of their accommodation are often presented as
the costs of mitigation of climate change on a cost-is-no-object basis. Energy Probe represents
the plurality of consumers who are opposed to excessive rates and charges to mitigate the



effects of climate change. 

Provincial government has committed the Province of Ontario to transition away from oil and
gas to other sources of energy. To replace this energy Ontario will need another source of
energy that is as reliable as oil and gas and can be provided in large quantities to meet the
need. Energy Probe believes that nuclear energy can meet that need for baseload electric
power generation more beneficially than renewables and that natural gas will still be needed to
generate electricity that can quickly respond to changes in load. 

Recently there have been increasing demands to fund reconciliation with First Nations using
gas and electricity rates. Energy Probe believes that reconciliation with First Nations is a
social program that should be funded with tax revenues not with utility rates.

Membership of the Intervenor and Constituency
Represented:

The membership of Energy Probe consists of its Board of Directors and its employees, plus
former members of the Board of Directors and former employees for an additional five years.
Energy Probe draws its support from citizens of all political parties, according to past polls,
and they tend to be well educated, according to Alexa metrics. Its supporters’ main interest
lies in electricity and gas rates, followed by other economic concerns as well as environmental
and safety concerns. Some 4,000 supporters subscribe to its newsletters and many more follow
Energy Probe through its blogs and regular articles in the mainstream press. Energy Probe is a
non‐profit organization which relies on individual donations to help protect the public interest.
Without the prospect of an award of costs, Energy Probe’s ability to participate in OEB
proceedings would be very limited.

Programs or Activities Carried Out by the Intervenor:

To inform public opinion, Energy Probe has been a founder of numerous organizations:
locally, Ecology House and Lake Ontario Water Keeper; nationally, Friends of the Earth
Canada; and internationally, the World Rainforest Movement and the International Rivers
Network. Energy Probe has several distinct divisions including Probe International,
Environment Probe , Consumer Policy Institute , and most recently Rights Probe , headed by a
professor of law at Queen's University. Energy Probe provides information on energy issues to
the public through media appearances, through presentations to high school and university
students, through contact with consumers with concerns over energy rates, through its
speeches to community organizations concerned with wind projects or transmission lines, and
through studies on the power sector by its board members and staff.

Governance Structure:

Energy Probe first took form in 1970 as the Energy Team of Pollution Probe. In 1980, Energy
Probe separated from Pollution Probe and became incorporated as the Energy Probe Research
Foundation. It is governed by a Board of Directors who appoint the President and members of
the Management Team. Board of Directors and the Management Team hold regular meetings
to discuss and approve activities, receive reports, and review and approve financial statements.
Representatives submit written reports of regulatory activities to the Board of Directors and



Management and receive verbal instructions during meetings or by e‐mail.

Representatives:

Tom Ladanyi
tom.ladanyi@rogers.com
416-423-3685

Michael Ladanyi
mjladanyi@pm.me
416-274-3743

Other Contacts:

Patricia Adams
PatriciaAdams@probeinternational.org

 


